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Nation First

AHEAD OF SEPTEMBER SUMMIT

China, Russia, Iranin
Delhi next week for
huddle of BRICS NSAS

Shubhaijit Roy
New Delhi, June 18

CHINESE FOREIGN Minister
Wang Yi, Russian NSA Sergei
Shoigu and Iranian Supreme
National Security Council Dep-
uty Secretary Nezamipour will
be in New Delhi for the meeting
of the BRICS NSAs on June
22-23, which will set the stage
for the summit of BRICS
leaders in India in September.
India holds the rotating
presidency of the BRICS bloc
this year. Its members include
Brazil, China, Egypt, Ethiopia,
India, Indonesia, Iran, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, South Africaand
the United Arab Emirates.
Wang, who is also Beijing’s
Special Representative on the
India-Chinaboundaryissue, is
expected to hold bilateral talks
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Happening
today

®KERALACMYV D Satheesan
will present the first Budget of
the UDF government.

©PM NARENDRA Modi will dis-
burse Rs 2,400 crore under PM
Viksit Bharat Rojgar Yojana.
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Doval and Wang are also India
and China’s representatives for
boundary talks. pti FiLE

with NSA Ajit Doval during the
visit. Doval will host the meet-
ing of the NSAs.

Wang was unable to attend
the meeting of BRICS Foreign
Ministers last month because he
had to be in Beijing for the visit
of US President Donald Trump.

Sources said Wang’s visit is
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INTERIM PACT REOPENS HORMULZ, ENDS BLOCKADE

Deal ending war gives Iran
critical economiclifeline

Tehran can sell
oil freely, will get
richincentives if
it agrees tonew
nuclear pact

Lee Keath
Cairo, June18

THE INTERIM deal reached by
theUSand Irantoend their war
will reopen the Strait of Hor-
muz and bring the two adver-
saries back to the negotiating
table over Tehran’s nuclear pro-
gramme, according to details
released by both countries.

It will also give Iran an im-
mediate benefit, allowing it to

Rs 600-crasoflastyr:
War within, TMC leader
seeks account freeze

Sweety Kumari
& Damini Nath
Kolkata, New Delhi, June 18

WITH TRINAMOOL Congress
(TMC) leader Aroop Biswas ask-
ing a private bank to freeze the
party’s accounts amid a “seri-
ous dispute” going on within
the organisation, the party on
Thursday claimed he had been
removed as its treasurer on
JuneS. The party’slatest disclo-
sures to the Election Commis-
sion (EC) show it had over
Rs 676.11 crore in cash, bank
balance, and cheques-in-hand.

In a letter to the branch
manager of a leading private
bankin Kolkata, dated June 12,
Biswas requested immediate
suspension of transactions and
expressed the apprehension of

Aroop Biswas is no longer the
treasurer, says Trinamool

misuse of the signed cheques
kept at the party office.

“At present, rival groups are
claiming to be the legitimate
representatives and office
bearers of the TMC, resultingin
uncertainty regarding the
authority of persons who may
seek to operate the bank ac-
counts maintained in the name

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

35 donation boxes, 2 shifts: As SIT probes
Ram Mandir ‘fund theft’, how count is kept

Shyamlal Yadav
Ayodhya, June18

AN INNOCUOUSLY named
‘Pilgrim Facilitation Centre’ is
at the heart of the row brewing
over Ram Temple donation
fundsin Ayodhya. Located 200
metres from the main temple,
and bearing its architectural
imprint, the building holds a
counting room in the base-
ment. It is to this room that

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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The building which houses the counting centre. sHYAMLAL YADAV
RELATED REPORT, PAGE 8

LUCKNOW, MUMBAI,

NAGPUR, PATNA, PUNE, VADODARA

Dream of a Naxal-free India becomes a
reality, with a strong crackdown on terrorism

Freedom from the colonial mindset — Rajpath
becomes Kartavya Path, and a new Naval Ensign
in honour of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj

US President Donald Trump in Versailles and Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian in Tehran sign the
RELATED REPORTS, PAGES 15,16

agreement to end the war. p1i, NI

sellits oil freely again.
Besidesthe new oil revenue
for Iran, the two sides are more
or less back where they were
three-and-half months ago —
before Israel and the US
launched their war, which has

left thousands dead across the
region, triggered a global
energy crisis and shaken the
American economy.
Iran and the US will enter a
60-day period of negotiations,
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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EMERGENCY FUEL
SUPPLY TO BE ROLLED
BACK ONCE WEST ASIA
SITUATION STABILISES

| EXPRESSinvestigation |

Private schools, pricey
coaching, family business,
MNC jobs: They also cracked
EWS listin UPSC exam

Daughter of railway porter to son of security guard to
IIT graduate, MNC employee: Rs 8-lakh income bar
raises questions of fairness in eligibility

Shyamlal Yadav
New Delhi, June18

FOR EVERY candidate who
cracked India’s civil services
this year under the Economi-
cally Weaker Section quota, the
son of a security guard or the
daughter of a railway porter,
there are many others on the
same quota list whose back-
grounds tell a different story:
sons and daughters of busi-
nessmen, IIT graduates,
alumni of private schoolsinthe
city charging over alakh a year
in fees.

There were 104 candidates
selected in the Civil Services
Examination 2025 under the 10
per cent quota for the Econ-
omically Weaker Section (EWS)
— those from general category
families with an annual in-
come of less than Rs 8 lakh. An
investigation by The Indian
Express has found a gap be-
tween the scheme’s stated pur-
pose and the profiles of many it
has come to benefit.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

The UPSC office on Delhi’s
Shahjahan Road. TasHi ToBGYAL

e The QuotaData

1 O EWS candidates

selectedin 2025 civil
services exam.

6 7 attended well-known
coaching institutes,
annual fees up to Rs 2.65 lakh.

2 8 candidates’ parents have
businesses — shops and

trading to steel fabrication, cloth
and confectionery.

1 O candidates held private
jobs, including in MNCs.

1 graduates or postgradu-
atesfromlITs, and at least
three from NITs.

Why top court
had questioned
Rs 8-lakh limit

Who qualifies under EWS?

The Economically Weaker Sec-
tion (EWS) quota, notified in
2019, grants 10% reservation in
government jobs and educa-
tional institutions to persons
from the general category not

covered under SC, ST or OBC
reservations. It covers appli-
A 2019 office

memorandum
of the Centre’s
® Ministry of Per-
Grievances and
Pensions clarifies, “The term
‘Family’ for this purpose will in-
clude the person who seeks
parents and siblings below the
age of 18 years as also his/her
spouse and children below the
age of 18 years.”

cants and their families.
sonnel, Public
benefit of reservation, his/her
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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. UddhavSenaallbut
splits: Six of nine MPs
skip key meeting,
party issues notice

Will urge Speaker Birla to disqualify
absentee members, says Sanjay Raut

Vikas Pathak, Deeptiman
Tiwary & Vallabh Ozarkar
New Delhi, Mumbai, June 18

THE SPLIT in Shiv Sena (UBT)
became virtually official
on Thursday after six of the
party’s nine Lok Sabha MPs
skipped a parliamentary party
meeting, prompting the leader-
ship to issue show-cause no-
tices to the rebels.

“We have issued show-
cause notices to the MPs who
did not attend; they have been
given seven days to respond.
The process has beeninitiated,
and we will seek their dis-
qualification. If the Speaker
acts according to the law and
rules, they will be disqualified.
The fight will continue in Par-
liament, in court, and on the
streets. The fight on the streets
hasalready begun. The security
of these traitors has been

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Congress left red-faced
as allies cross-vote, cost
itRSseatinJ harkhand

Manoj C G & Shubham Tigga
New Delhi, Ranchi, June 18

IN A blow to the Congress, the
partylost the election for one of
the two Rajya Sabha seats up
for grabsin Jharkhand because
of cross-voting by its INDIA
bloc allies. While the Congress
alleged that RJD and CPI(M-L)
Liberation MLASs voted for the
NDA-backed candidate, the

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

NDA-backed nominee Parimal
Nathwani after his victory. pri

e JUSTICE GAUTAM PATEL, RETIRED BOMBAY HIGH COURT JUDGE, SPEAKS TO THE INDIAN EXPRESS ON FACING THREATS OVER JUDGMENT, ATTACK ON DAUGHTER IN UK

‘Will not succumb to threats... bad guys are not allowed to win’

Aamir Khan
New Delhi, June 18

DAYS BEFORE he retired from
the Bombay High Courtin April
2024, Justice Gautam Patel de-
livered a judgment on the Da-
woodi Bohra succession dis-
pute, upholding Syedna
Mufaddal Saifuddin as the com-
munity’s rightful spiritual head.

That judgment is at the
centre of threats being faced by
the retired Judge and his family
for nearly 10 months now —
from Mumbai to London,
where his daughter, Aditi, was

assaulted on April 22. The
anonymous letters warned
Justice Patel to leave India and
to publicly recant hisjudgment
ina YouTube video.

Edited excerpts from an in-
terview with Justice Patel:

You were doubtful about
returning from the UK to
India. How is the family
coping with the threats?

I am back in Mumbai. No
question about that. We have to
getonwith ourlives. We are tak-
ing the necessary precautions
and being careful. But we are ab-

1 EXPRES.S
mnierview

JUSTICE GAUTAM PATEL
RETIRED BOMBAY HIGH COURT JUDGE

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

solutely not goingtoallow them
toalter the tempo or tenor of our
lives, or to dictate tous what we
can and can’t do, where we
should work, how we should
live, and where we should travel.
That’s not happening. We will
continue, and we will not suc-
cumb to these threats. The
family and I are together onthis.

One of the threatening
letters demanded that you
leave Indiaandrecord a
YouTube video recanting
your 2024 judgment. Have
you ever encountered a

New Delhi

campaign of this sort?
Never heard ofit,and itisab-
solutely unthinkable. Itissome-
thing unknown to law. It’s en-
tirely outside the realm of law. In
fact, the demand is to commit
an illegality. Let’s be very clear
aboutit. Notonlyisthedemand
in itself illegal, but it asks that I
make a false allegation against
oneofthe partiestothedispute.
Iam essentially being asked
to fabricate a statement, which
I refuse to do. And I will look at
itadifferent way. They have an
allegation against me. They
don’t want to prove it. Talk is

cheap. Instead of proving it,
they are trying to browbeat not
just me, but browbeat me by
browbeating my family and ac-
tually attacking my family,
which has nothing to do with
any of this, into committing a
rankillegality.

How can that be contem-
plated? There’sthejudgment. I
rendered it after thought and
due deliberation. The appeal
court will decide whether Iwas
right or wrong. It’s really that
simple. Whatever has to be ar-
gued hastobe argued in appeal.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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algress leftred-faced

Left party denied the accusation
and asked it to “look within”.

JMM candidate Baidyanath
Ram won while the second seat
went to NDA-backed Indepen-
dent Parimal Nathwani, who is
the Director of Corporate Affairs
for Reliance Industries. He de-
feated the Congress’s Pranav
Jha, who is AICC secretary at-
tached to party president Malli-
karjun Kharge’s office.

In the 81-member Jhark-
hand Assembly, a candidate
required 28 first-preference
votes to win. The JMM-led al-
liance hasatotal of 56 MLAsand
without cross-voting, both of its
candidates would have sailed
through. Sources said Ram re-
ceived 30 votes while Nathwani
also got 30, but two votes were
declared invalid. Jha could man-
age only 21 votes, with one vote
deemed invalid.

The four RJD MLAs and two
legislators of the CPI(M-L) Liber-
ation did not vote for Jha, the
Congress alleged. The AICC’s
Jharkhand in-charge, K Raju,
claimed that 16 MLAs of the
party and the four additional
JMM votes went to Jha. He al-
leged thatthe RJD and CPI(M-L)
Liberation had “betrayed the al-
liance”, accusing the BJP of en-
gineering the outcome through
“horse-trading”.

Denying the allegation, CPI
(M-L) Liberation general secre-
tary Dipankar Bhattacharya
posted on X, “As for speculations
over Jharkhand RS voting, we
can tell with full responsibility
our two MLASs voted for Con-
gresscandidate as planned. Two
of our senior leaders PBM Hald-
har Mahato and CCM Geeta
Mandal duly verified the votes
cast by @cpimlliberation
MLAs.”

Dismissing the allegations,
CPI(M-L) MLA Arup Chatterjee
said, “It is very easy to point
fingers at small parties. If the
Congress claims it had 20 votes,
how canitbe assumed that only
the RJD or the CPI (M-L) votes
wereresponsible? Why can't the
discrepancy be from elsewhere?
No one should comment with-
out knowing all the facts."

Chatterjee said even if his
party's two votes had gone else-
where, the result would not
necessarily have changed. “If
two votes were not cast as
claimed, that alone would not
have ensured victory,” he said.

Targeting the Congress, the
Left party posted on X, "Jhark-

hand Rajya Sabha voting out-
come makes it clear that Con-
gress failed to secure the support
of all its own MLAs. Before point-
ing fingers at others, larger
parties should first look within.
Those making such statements
to protect their party or leader-
ship are damaging the credibil-
ity of CPI(ML) and all those legis-
latorswho voted in good faith for
the Congress candidate. This is
not merely an attempt tomalign
CPI(ML), but an effort that
harms the image of the entire
INDIA alliance."

"The INDIA bloc hassuccess-
fully won one of the two seats
with a resounding victory for
JMM candidate Baidyanath
Ram. Our alliance remains a
dominant force in Jharkhand.
As for the second seat. We
fielded Pranav Jhaji to give the
state a strongdemocratic choice,
and while the outcome isn't
whatwe hoped, our corealliance
identity remains intact. We are
looking at the circumstances,"
said RJD national spokesperson
Subodh Kumar Mehta.

Following his election to the
Rajya Sabha for the fourth time,
Nathwani posted on X, “This
moment is filled with profound
emotion as this will be my third
term from Jharkhand, the very
soil from where my Parliamen-
tary journey began in 2008. It is
a matter of immense pride and
humility to return once again to
my karmabhoomi.”

The businessman thanked
the MLAs who voted for him.
“With renewed commitment
and sincerity, every effort will
continue to advance the inter-
ests and aspirations of Jhark-
hand and its people. Johar
Jharkhand!” he added.

Nathwani, aReliance execu-
tive from Gujarat, represented
Jharkhand in the Rajya Sabha
for two consecutive terms be-
tween 2008 and 2020, both
times as an Independent. Inthe
last tenure in the Upper House,
he represented the YSR Con-
gress Party as an MP from
Andhra Pradesh.

Overtheyears, Nathwani has
built relationships across party
lines in Jharkhand, leading to
speculation that he could attract
support beyond the NDA's offi-
cial numbers. Before this elec-
tion, his meeting with CM He-
mant Soren sparked
speculation, before he secured
the NDA's backing. WITHINPUTS
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Iran

and hanging over them will be
the question of whether US
President Donald Trump can
wrest a better deal than the 2015
nuclearaccord he scuttled eight
years ago.

Trump signed a physical
copy of the deal Wednesday
while dining with French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron at the
Palace of Versailles.

In Tehran, President Masoud
Pezeshkian signed the docu-
ment, accordingtothe state-run
IRNA news agency, which
posted an image of him holding
up the deal with his signature
and Trump’s.

Under the agreement, the
Strait of Hormuz will reopen,
and the US will lift its blockade
of Iranian ports — both of which
should push gas prices down.
Passage through the waterway
will be toll-free for 60 days, and
the deal doesn’t preclude fees
after that, according to US offi-
cialswho spoke on the condition
of anonymiity.

Iran’s closure of the strait,
through which around a fifth of
the world’s traded oil supplies
passed before the war, proved
perhaps its strongest weapon. It
droveupglobal fuel prices, made
food and other productslike fer-

Sena

enhanced. Let them even bring
in the Indian Army. That is the
only thingleft tobe deployed for
the security of traitors,” Sena
(UBT) Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay
Raut said.

Earlier in the day, only three
party MPs — Arvind Sawant,
Anil Desai and Rajabhau Waje —
attended the parliamentary
party meeting in Delhi. Sanjay
Patil, Omraje Nimbalkar, Sanjay
Jadhav, Sanjay Deshmukh,
Bhausaheb Wakchaure and Na-
gesh Patil Ashtikar were absent.

The notice stated the whip
“was duly received by you on
your registered email ID and
WhatsApp”, creating a formal
record that the communication
had been officially delivered to
the concerned MPs.

It stated the MPs had
“neither communicated with
the group leader, Sawant, nor
with the undersigned chief

tilizer more expensive, and
helped push US inflation to 4%
ahead ofthis fall’smidterm con-
gressional elections.
Withthedealinplace, thels-
lamic Republic hassurvived the
most serious attempt ever by Is-
rael and the United States to
topple its government, despite
the thundering opening volleys
of the war that killed Iran’s su-
preme leader and other top offi-
cials. The deal immediately
waives, but doesn’t eliminate,
sanctions that Trump imposed
on Iran’s oil exports, allowing it
onceagaintosellitscrudeonthe
world market and restoring a
revenue stream worth billions.
Last year, Iran earned an es-
timated $45 billion from oil
sales. But it had only one major
buyer, China, and had toshipits
crude through a shadow fleet of
tankers to elude sanctions, eat-
ing into its profits. Under the
blockade since April, its exports
have nearly ground to a halt.
With the waiver, Iran will
likely be able to find more cus-
tomers and sell its oil for higher
prices. The draft agreement calls
for Iran’s highly enriched ura-
niumtobe “downblended” —or
diluted —under the supervision
of the International Atomic
Energy Agency. The two sides
will work out the details during
their negotiations aswell as gen-
erally discuss Iran’senrichment

whip, giving any reason or inti-
mation regarding your absence
from the said meeting. This ab-
sence isviewed as anti-party ac-
tivity”. The Sena (UBT) Wednes-
day had issued athree-line whip
directingall its LS MPs to attend
the meeting.

The party has already met
Speaker Om Birlaand urged him
not to recognise any breakaway
faction. Despite Patil, Wakcha-
ure and Ashtikar claiming Wed-
nesday they were not defecting,
their absence from the 11 am
meetingindicated thattheyhad
joined the rebel camp. Sena
(UBT)sourcessaid the party had
been particularly hopeful of re-
taining Ashtikar, as his son is
contesting the MLC elections
with the party’s backing,.

With hopes of persuading
some rebels to reconsider ap-
pearing to have faded, Raut
struck a defiant note, telling re-
porters: “Joaayengewo hamare;
Jjo nahin aayenge wo beimaan-
gaddaar” (Those who come are
ours; those who do not are dis-

‘Won’t succumb to threats’

The physical violence
against your daughter took
placeinthe UK.

That is the diabolical part.
That's the level of, I don't know
what theword foritis... Thelevel
of cowardice perhaps, becausea
year-and-a-half on, nobody
daresattackme. Instead, they go
after my children, they go after
my daughter who is overseas.
What does that tell you about the
people who are behind this?

What happened on April 22,
2026?

Aditidid herschool run, and
she was on her way back.Ithink
she was texting on her phone or
whatever, and this man yanked
her hair from behind, and when
she turned around, he punched
herrepeatedlyinthe face, result-
ing ultimately in a fractured
nose.

He waswearing abody cam,
obviously,sowhen she felltothe
ground and was screaming, and
he kicked her, and by then the
neighbours came, and he hesi-
tated a little longer just to get
more footage, and then ran
away.

Of course, he carefully chose
the spot because it is in one of
those few blind spots in that
Greater London area. Thatwasa
carefully premeditated and or-
chestrated attack.

How is your daughter
coping with the trauma?

TMC

of the party,” Biswas wrote,
identifying himself as the
TMC’s treasurer.

“Itis further amatter of pub-
licknowledge that a substantial
number of elected represen-
tatives... have either left the
party or have openly revolted
against the existingleadership.
In these circumstances, a seti-
ous dispute has arisen regard-
ing the authority, control and
management of the affairsand
assets of the party,” Biswas
wrote.

He also asked the bank to
maintain a status quo till the
dispute was resolved. “In order

| tosafeguard the funds ofthe or-

With remarkable strength.
She is an astonishingly brave
young lady. She is not going to
giveintothiseither.Sheseesthe
injusticeinit, and she hasalways
been willing to fight and speak
up against injustice. I am very
proud of her. She doesn’tbelong
to the legal world. She's com-
pletely out of it. She hadn'teven
read the judgment or all this
stuff. And why should she?

Asafatherand husband,
how do you cope with the
psychological burden of
knowingthatadecisionyou
pennedinacourtroom has
translated into adirect
physical threat to your
childrenand
grandchildren?

It is very difficult. Iwouldn't
wish it on anyone. I wouldn't
wish it on any father anywhere.
But mywifeandIhavebeen able
to derive strength from our
children's strength. When they
say, 'we are not goingto stand for
this', it gives us courage as well.
And they have stood firm right
through it, but it has been hor-
rendous.

The letters claim that they
are from the people of the Da-
woodi Bohra community. The
first letter in September (2025)
did two or three things. Itident-
ified the persons behind the
letter as a powerful guild of Da-
woodi Bohra community
members. And though that's not

ganisation and prevent any un-
authorised withdrawals,
transfers, encumbrances or
other transactions, I request
your good office to maintain
status quo and refrain from per-
mitting any debit transactions
or changes in operational man-
datesinrespect of the following
account maintained with your
branch until thedisputeisduly
resolved or appropriate direc-
tions are issued by the compet-
ent authority,” he wrote.

A former state sports min-
ister, Biswas is under the
scanner for his alleged role in
the fiasco at Kolkata’s Salt Lake
Stadium last December during
Argentine footballer Lionel
Messi's visit. The Bidhannagar
Police have registered an FIR

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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programme, which it says it has
aright to continue.

Iran developed the material
inresponseto Trump’sscuttling
of Tehran’s 2015 nuclear accord
with world powers that pre-
vented it from enriching ura-
niumtohighlevels. He criticized
the deal for giving Iran a huge
windfall.

Buttheinterim deal outlines
even more lucrative incentives
if Iran reaches a new nuclear
agreement.

One is the eventual lifting of
all international sanctions,
which would seem to go further
thanthe2015accord. That agree-
ment lifted sanctions related to
Iran’s nuclear programme but
kept others in place over what
the US alleged were Tehran’s
support for terrorism and rights
abuses.

The interim pact also prom-
isesa $300 billion fund for post-
war reconstruction. It’snot clear
where that money will come
from - but Trump said the US
would not contribute.

The deal also promises to un-
freezebillions of dollars worth of
Iranian assets held abroad under
a procedure the two sides will
work out, according to the text
provided by US officials.

The Trump administration
said its war aims were to “oblit-
erate” Iran’s missile arsenal,
“sever its support” for armed

honest and traitors).

Meanwhile, the rebel MPs
arelearnt to have passed aresol-
utionstatingthat they wereleav-
ing because the party had
strayed from Balasaheb Thack-
eray’s principles and because of
concernsthatit could eventually
merge with the Congress.

Sawant, meanwhile, told
The Indian Express that voters
“will teach the rebelling MPs a
lesson for going against Balasa-
heb Thackeray’s party”.

Raut also questioned the
legitimacy claims of the Eknath
Shinde-led faction and asked
when Shinde’sSenahad become
theoriginal ShivSena. Referring
to the pending Supreme Court
proceedings on the party split,
he said: “Jahan Thackeray,
wahan Shiv Sena (Shiv Sena is
where Thackerayis)”. Healsoac-
cused the ruling establishment
of engineering defections. “How
many will you break? These ED
and CBIthreats —whom are you
threatening? We have already
gonetojail and come back.”

a community which is known
for violence, but for advocating
peace, education and so on, it
said that they have engaged a
dangerous criminal syndicate.

The second letter of June,
after Aditi was attacked, referred
to the first letter and said the
contracthasbeen fully paid,and
the attack on her is the conse-
quence of my not complying
with the demand. And the next
step involves the cremation of
my familyandI.Sothat'saclear-
cut death threat. There is no
other word, no other way to de-
scribe it.

An official statement from
the spiritual head of the
Dawoodi Bohras condemns
the attackand urges the
community to cooperate
with the police. Do you
believe it will have any
practicalimpact?

I don't know. I don't want to
speculate, and Ijust do not know.

Do you think any specific
institutional mechanisms
should beimplemented to
safeguard retired Judges,
either by the Supreme
Courtorthe Centre?

I am sure that at the highest
levels, this must be under active
consideration because we have
alarge body of Judges and vari-
ous kinds of judgments are
required to be delivered. People
have to be willing to take judge-
shipsand Judges mustbeableto
dotheirjobwithout thisnagging
fear atthe back of their mind that
what would happen three years

against him and others in con-
nection with the incident.

In a video statement on
Thursday, TMC leader Kunal
Ghosh said, “To clear the con-
fusion being spread across cer-
tain media outlets, we would
like to state clearly that Biswas
was the treasurer and was re-
placed with Subhasis Chakra-
borty onJuneS5.”

TMC’s assets

While the TMC’s current fi-
nances are not known, itslatest
annual audited accounts report
to the Election Commission
(EC) for the 2024-2025 financial
year shows the party had a clos-
ingbalance of Rs 676.11 crore as
of March 31, 2025.

The party also declared

INDIANEXPRESS.COM

proxiesintheregion, “annihilate

itsnavy,” and ensure it never ac-
quires a nuclear weapon.

The seven weeks of US-Is-
raelibombardment are believed
to have heavily damaged Iran’s
missile arsenal and production
facilities as well as other parts of
its military. How heavily isn’t
known, though, and Iran con-
tinued to fire on Israel asrecently
aslast week.

Meanwhile, Iran’s ties with
its militant proxies — Hezbollah
in Lebanon, the Houthis in
Yemen and Shiite militiasinIraq
—appear as strong as evetr.

Neither the missile arsenal
nor Iran’ssupport foritsalliesap-
pearstobeonthetableintheup-
coming negotiations.

The deal calls for an end to
thewarin Lebanon, whereIsrael
has been fighting Hezbollah.
However, Israel and Hezbollah
aren’t parties to the agreement.
IraninsistsIsrael must withdraw
from thelarge swath of southern
Lebanonitisoccupying, butthe
interim deal doesn’t explicitly
require that and only ensures
Lebanon’s “territorial integrity.”

Israel has vowed to keep
troops in Lebanon, while Hez-
bollahsaysitiscommitted tore-
sisting Israel “until full withdra-
wal is achieved.” Fighting
between the two could derail the
deal unless the US and Iran can
rein in their respective allies. AP

EAS

also a signal that Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping is likely to visit
India for the summit of the
BRICSleaders on September 12-
13. Russia has already conveyed
that President Vladimir Putin
will be attending the meeting,.

In Beijing, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian
told a media briefing Thursday
that Wang will exchange views
with other BRICS member states
on the current international se-
curity situation and major inter-
national and regional issues.

The meeting will also discuss
joint responsesto traditional and
non-traditional security chal-
lenges and make preparations
for the BRICS summit in Sep-
tember, Lin said. “Amid a trans-
forming and volatile world with
many security challengesonthe
rise, BRICS countries standing at
the forefront of the global south
are committed to safeguarding
world peace,” Lin said.

later, after I have retired, long
gone from the scene, somebody
will come afterme. Thatcan'tbe
allowed to happen. Now, what
form that should take, I don't
know. But I presume that there
is some thinking around those
lines.

Areyoureceiving any
support from former or
present Judges?

There has been overwhel-
ming, unanimous support from
several sitting Judges at the
highest levels, almost at every
level. From the district Judges,
from other Judges at the highest
levels. They have all come out
unequivocally insupportandin
condemnation of these attacks.
Ithasnow moved tobeingan at-
tacknotjuston me asanindivid-
ual in regard to one judgment,
but that is now, in one sense, a
symbol or an emblem of some-
thing much larger.

This is now being seen as a
threat to the judicial system
itself. That is where it has now
reached.

What safety measures will
you and your family be
taking?

We are being careful, but we
are carrying on with our lives.
We are not going to let these
people browbeat us into a state
of submission and intolivingour
lives cowering in fear in dark
corners. That is not going to
happenatall. Becauseifyou give
in,even marginally, then thebad
guyiswinning, and thebad guys
are not allowed to win.

fixed assets worth Rs 7.15 crore,
including buildings worth Rs
3.37 crore and vehiclesworth Rs
2.29 crore. The other assets in-
clude computers, cameras, mo-
bile phones, sound systems,
furniture, coffee machines, and
air purifiers.

The report, which was sub-
mitted in October 2025, shows
that the TMC had a total in-
come of Rs 219.35 crore that
year, of which Rs 184.08 crore
came in the form of donations.
The party spent Rs 137.58 crore
on election expenditure in
2024-2025, the period in which
the Lok Sabha elections were
held.

The TMC would have re-
ceived donations and incurred
significant expenditures since

New Delhi

UPSC

The successful candidates in-
clude those whose presence af-
firms the scheme’s effective-
ness as a stepping stone for the
poor — from the son of a secur-
ity guard to the daughter of a
railway porter and the son of a
bus conductor.

However, there are also
those on the list whose pres-
ence raises questions on their
eligibility and has prompted a
debate within sections of the
Union Public Service Commis-
sion on the need to tighten the
rules or ensure more robust due
diligence.

The investigation reveals
that a significant number of
successful EWS candidates in
2025 attended well-known civil
services coaching institutes
(64 .4 per cent); underwent pri-
vate schooling (44.4 per cent);
had parents who ran busi-
nesses (26.9 per cent); and held
jobs in the corporate sector (9.6
per cent).

The EWS quota, introduced
in 2019, reserves 10 per cent of
seats for candidates from gen-
eral-category families with a
gross annual income below Rs
8 lakh, subject to asset-owner-
ship conditions.

This newspaper investi-
gated the social media profiles,
coachinginstitute records, and
school and college details, of all
the 104 candidates who quali-
fied under the EWS quota this
time from the list of 958 se-
lected in 2025 -- the latest com-
pleted cycle of the examination
for which the results were de-
clared in March this year.

Consider the key findings:

® At least 67 candidates at-
tended well-known coaching
institutes in Delhi and other
cities, including Vajiram &
Ravi, Vajirao & Reddy and
Drishti IAS, where annual fees
canreach up to Rs 2.651akh.

Overall, atleast 84 ofthe104
candidates availed formal civil
services coaching, with many
attending multiple institutes
such as ForumIAS, NextIAS,
KingMakers IAS and UPSC
Wallah. This count excludes
those who attended govern-
ment-sponsored or university-
run programmes.

Some institutes do offer
scholarships but these are re-
stricted.

® At least 46 candidates
completed their schooling at
private schools in the National
Capital Region and state capi-
tals such as Lucknow, Raipur
and Jaipur. The Indian Express
found that these schools’ fees
range from Rs 45,000 to Rs 1.5
lakh annually.

® Parents of at least 28 can-
didates own businesses — from
shops and trading to steel fab-
rication, cloth and confection-
ery. At least five of these
families are based in the NCR,

onein a state capital, and eight
others at various district head-
quarters.

® At least 10 candidates
were employed in the private
sector, including some multi-
nationals and large software
and construction firms, before
beginning their UPSC prepara-
tion, some of them on substan-
tial salaries.

® At least 14 of the 104 can-
didates are graduates or post-
graduates from IITs, and at
least three from National Insti-
tutes of Technology (NITs). At
least 27 studied at Delhi Univer-
sity and atleast threeat JNU in
Delhi.

‘Purpose will be
defeated’

The same list also includes
candidateswho fit the scheme's
purpose — The Indian Express
is not publishing the names of
the candidates to protect their
identities.

® One is the son of a retired
army man who now works as a
security guard. Another is the
son of a school bus conductor.
A woman candidate is the
daughter of a former railway
porter. Others come from
families of daily-wage la-
bourers and unemployed par-
ents.

® At least seven studied at
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas,
which are residential govern-
ment schools primarily for
rural children. Several are
Hindi-medium students from
rural backgrounds with farmer
fathers.

® The parents of 29 candi-
dates are farmers, including
seven from UP, four each from
Bihar, Haryana and Madhya
Pradesh, and two from the
same family in a southern state.

Records show that the 104
candidates hail from acrossthe
country, including UP (25),
Bihar (17), MP (14), Haryana (9),
Rajasthan (8), Gujarat (5), Utta-
rakhand (4), Karnataka (4) and
Kerala (3).

Former and current civil
services officers said the ability
of many EWS candidates to
sustain multi-year prepara-
tions and premium coaching,
especially in the national capi-
tal, and afford private schooling
reinforces questions about
whether the quota is being ac-
cessed by those with relatively
“better financial and educa-
tional backgrounds”.

“EWS relies on income and
asset criteria. Issuing author-
ities must exercise rigorous due
diligence, going beyond self-
declarations and Income Tax
returns, when verifying claims.
If well-to-do individuals corner
this benefit, the entire purpose
of EWS reservation will be de-
feated,” Satyananda Mishra,
former ChiefInformation Com-
missioner and ex-Secretary,
Department of Personnel and
Training (DoPT), told The In-
dian Express.

Rs 8-lakh limit

The key eligibility criteria
are: gross annual income must
be below Rs 8 lakh; the family
must not own S acres of agricul-
tural land or more; must notown
aresidential flat of 1,000 sq ft or
more; must not own a residen-
tial plot of 100 sq yards or more
in a notified municipality; and
must not own a residential plot
0f200 sq yards or more in areas
outside notified municipalities.

Why were questions raised
over the income mark?

According to experts, a
credible determination of
economic backwardness has
been a challenge.

On October 21, 2021, while
hearinga petition on NEET-PG
admissions, a Supreme Court
bench headed by Justice DY
Chandrachud asked the Gov-
ernment to explain how it had
fixed Rs 8 lakh per annum as
the income eligibility limit for

then, given that the West Ben-
gal Assembly elections were
held earlier this year. The
party’s disclosures for 2025-
2026 are not yet available with
the EC.

The TMC was the second-
highest recipient of electoral
bonds from April 2019 till Janu-
ary 2024, with atotal of Rs.1,609
crore, as per data released by
the ECin March 2024.

While the rebel MPs have
written to Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla expressing their deci-
sion to support the NDA gov-
ernment, they have yet to stake
claim to the control of the party
name and symbol. About the
registered name and election
symbol, the group can move
the ECunder the Election Sym-

EWS reservation. “You can’t
just pull out Rs 8lakh from any-
where. There must be some
data -- sociological, demo-
graphic,” the court said. The
court also pointed outthat Rs 8
lakh was also the cut-off for the
OBC creamy layer, and ob-
served that while OBCs suffer
from social and educational
backwardness, EWS candi-
dates are not socially or educa-
tionally backward.

InJanuary 2022, the Centre
submitted in the court that
while income from salaries and
agricultural land is excluded
while computing income for
the OBC creamy layer, income
from all sources is included for
EWS. It cited areport by a three-
member review committee it
had set up, which determined
that “threshold of Rs 8 lakh of
annual family income, in the
current situation, seems rea-
sonable for determining EWS”.

bols (Reservation & Allotment)
Order, 1968. But, precedent and
former EC officials say, a civil
suit will be necessary to enable
control of party finances. Till
then, the persons authorised to
operate the party accounts can
continue to do so.

A former EC official said
there was nothing in the elec-
tion law about the party’s as-
sets, apart from its symbol, ad-
ding that Supreme Court
judgments in the past had
made it clear that the parties
need to move civil courts, not
the EC, for control of assets.
“The process can take years as
the EC'sdecision on the symbol
dispute can be challenged in
the Supreme Court,” the former
official said.
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B&B fire: Rs 5 lakh to man who saved lives

New Delhi: The Delhi government
on Thursday provided financial as-
sistance of Rs 5 1akh to aman who
saved lives in the recent Malviya
Nagar fire and announced that it
will bear the entire cost of his treat-
ment. In the incident earlier this
month, 23 people died while over
two dozen were injured.

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta

f Ny NATIONAL BANK FOR AGRICULTURE
|@| NABARD AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

DEPARTMENTS GIVEN A DEADLINE OF JUNE 30
LG: Finalise process for 20% quota
for ex-Agniveersin pohce DES posts

Express News Service
New Delhi, June 18

Plot Mo, C-24, G Block, Bandrs-Korla Complex, Bandra (E}, Mumbai 400051

ISSUE OF DUPLICATE BOND CERTIFICATE

Motice is hereby given ihat the following Bhavishya Nirman Bond Certificates have been
reporied lostfmisplaced! nol traceable by the bondholders, and NABARD intends fo
make payment! issue duplicate cerficates in Beu therecd, indue course:
arestaurant and abed and break- | | Any person who has a valid chaim on the saxd bend certficate should kadge such chaim
fastunitran. Hewasondutyinthe | | with NABARD at its Head Office addrass given above within 21 days hese from:;
restaurant’skitchenwhenthefire | | [sr.| Nameof | Allotment | Maturity | Felio nol | No. Original

started. While ensuring safety of | | | No.| The Investor |  Date Date | Investor | of | Certificate
others, he also sustained serious ID. | Bonds No

trate, who visited their residence.
Rohit displayed “exceptional cour-
age and humanity” during the fire
that broke out atabuilding, where

sent a letter to Rohit Mukhiya, ap-
preciating his sense of duty and
compassion in the face of danger,
said a CMO statement. Gupta, in
theletter, saluted the courage and
humanity of Mukhiya, a resident
of Khidki Extension, who risked
hislife to save many, it said.

A cheque was handed over to
his family by the district magis-

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
Taranjit Singh Sandhu on

Thursday directed all de-
partments concerned to
complete the process of im-
plementation of 20% reser-
vation for former Agniveers
in Group ‘C’ posts by month-
end, including necessary
amendments to the Recruit-
ment Rules.

Chairing a review meet-
ing with the Chief Secretary,
Police Commissioner and
other senior officials, the LG
said the reservation policy
should be implemented in
the Delhi Police, Fire Ser-
vices, Prisons, and Forest
and Wildlife departmentsin
line with the Centre’s vision
for rehabilitation and em-
ployment of former Agni-
Veers.

Sandhu had earlier pro-
posed recruitments of the
former Agniveers to the
Delhi Fire Servicesin a meet-
ingheld on June 8.

LG Taranijit Singh Sandhu and other officers during a review
meeting on Thursday. x/@LTGOVDELHI

“To optimally harness
the discipline and military
training of these youths, the
LGdirected the execution of
a20% reservation in direct
recruitment to vacant Group
‘C’ posts,” the LG office said
in a statement.

Officials said that this
quota will be applicable
across key operational de-
partments, specifically
covering the recruitment of
police constables, fire offi-
cials, jail warders, forest
guards and wildlife guards.

Sandhu said the depart-

ments should finalise the
procedures and bring
necessary amendments to
their respective Recruitment
Rules by June 30, the state-
ment said.

Officials said that the LG
also noted that by seam-
lessly integrating these dedi-
cated individuals into the
civic framework, the govern-
ment will significantly
augment the Capital’s insti-
tutional resilience and
drive forward the collective
vision of a progressive
‘Viksit Dilli’.

Missed your physical share transfer deadline?

X
yod news!

SEBI is giving investors a

special one-year window

from

a5= - Q4=

injuries, the statement added. PTI 1

BSE®

Manjulaben 01-Sep | 01-Sep 310328014 3 |20070900000558 |
Kashirambhai | -2007 -2017
| el ..
2 | Vikaskumsar O1-Nov | O1-Nov [310530100] 2 | 20071100000450
sharma e T : = 27T
3 | RamKnshan | 01Sep | 01-Sep (310622575 2 |20070800001249|
Sharma | -2007 | -2017
Place ; Mumbai
Date ; June 19, 2026 Dy. General Manager
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IN THE COURT OF IN THE COURT OF
Ms. NEHA PALIWAL SHARMA, SPECIAL JUDGE (PC Act) CBI-12,
ROUSE AVENUE DISTRICT COURT, NEW DELHI,

Date of order - 29.04.2026. Date of Issue :- 06.05. 2026
Mext Date of hearing :- 04,07 2026 Time = 10:00 a.m,

Complaint Case Mo. 52/2025
ECIR! DLZO-V D3/2020

CNR Mo. DLCT-001204-2025
PS-Directorate of Enforcement

DIRECTORATE OF ENFORCEMENT

Vs,

M!S RADIKAL FOODS LTD. & ORS.
To,

Ashwini Kumar, Proprietor of M's Jagdamba Overseas,
rfo 629, Juggies, Kishan Gang, Delhi

To submit transfer requests for previously rejected NOTICE
You are hereby directed o appear before this court on the next date of

physical share certificates, as well as for fresh lodgement, in cases hearing 04.07.2026 at 10:00 AM in the abiove-mentionad case
where the transfer deed was executed prior to April 1, 2019. Sdi-

Neha Paliwal Sharma
Key points

T digfte eaiersa aerfFaster aea= (feairse)
NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR THE EMPOWERMENT OF PERSONS WITH INTELLECTUAL
DISABILITIES (DIVYANGJAN), SECUNDERABAD

feeaiaTsteT FAfFdeIor [T, ArTfors = 3%

Speclal Judge (PC Act) CBI-12 Room No. 805,
Fifth Floor Rouse Avenue District Court Complax,
New Delhi

IRAFIRET AT, HRT TER
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan)
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, Govt. of India
ANfaHE A9, RAFeIEg / Manovikas Nagar, Secunderabad - 500 009

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE NO.03/2026

g,

GHAZIABAD DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Transfer requests lodged

The Institute invi.tes .applications from eligible candidates for regular faculty and non teaching before April 1, 2019 & rejected Shares transferred ‘ompanies and (IS0 8001:2015 & ISO 14001:2015 Certified Organisation)
ooty POstwhicn 8 8SUREEr. — — for any reason, as well as fresh will now be Issued caistrars will help T VIKAS PATH, GHAZIABAD
'1 = Lecturer in F?;::;”tat;:os OZ. 2 pos= JReg:’ry lodgement where the transfer in Demat form only. you with this process. UH HE S 14/ s /2026 Date: 16.06.2026
Psychology (Level-10) EWS-01 :ﬂ'ﬁr;;f;“”md BT REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
2. |Stenographer (Level-4) 01 OBC Ll ; Ghaziabad Development Authority (GDA) Invites proposals under two-bid
3. |LDC/Typist (Level-2) 02 UR-01 h k I system (Technical and Financial) from experienced and eligible
EWS-01 TellaTll prospective bidder firms for the following Reguesl for Proposals
4. |Physiotherapy Assistant (Level-2) 01 UR C ec: Yﬂur Ellglbl Ity {RFPs)for-

1. Appointment of Consultant for the Zonal Development Plan for Urban
Land Use [excluding Agricultural Land Use) in Zone Zone L-1, L-2 & L3
along with the Road Circulation Plan of the remaining [Agricultural Land
Use)as per Ghaziabad, Modinagar and Loni Master Plan-2031.

Further, this institute also invites various faculty and Non- Faculty on contractual basis including
posts to be filled on contractual basis for Cross Disability Early Intervention Centre (CDEIC) at NIEPID,
Secunderabad its Regional Centres located at Noida and its Composite Regional Centres at
Davangere- Karnataka, Nellore- Andhra Pradesh and Rajnandgaon — Chhattisgarh.

Lr_!-rl|_|r_|r_| far LrargTer
bafara April Q1, 20187

Crrigimal Sadurity

Eligilzle 1o ladge 1n
tha curreant window?

Executian Date of

Transfar Daod Certificate Availabla?

For complete details regarding Category of the regular postsand Contractualposts (including CDEIC), | Bafore Apell 01, 2010 NO it frean incigerments YES Details of RFP can be downloaded from the nttps:/letender.up.nic.in
educational qualifications, experience, age prescribed for the posts, terms and conditions and to Befors Aorll 01, 2019 e P R from 22-06-2026 )

download application forms, please visit Institute's website www.niepid.nic.in. Last date for submission 1 : z s siziashn Lastdate of uploading of e-Bid -  06-07-2026 {5:00 PM)

of applications is 01.08.2026 Any modifications/corrigendum in the above notification will be given in Bafare Apell 01, 2010 YES NO Date of Pre-Bid Meeting- 29-06-2026 at 1:00 PM

Institute's website only. [ = o y . (Venue-GDA Meeating Hall)
WALK-IN-INTERVIEWS FOR EMPANELMENT OF GUEST FACULTY/ STAFF POSITIONS Wit i e Date of Opening of Technical Bid- 09-07-2026 (11:00 AM)

Date of Opening of Financial Bid- tobe informed later
Further enguiry can be made from Assistant Town Planner on Mobile no

7290017553 during office hours (10:00 AM to 5:00 PM)
Additional Secretary, GDA
E-mail: secgdai@gmail.com

E-mail: helplinegda@gmail.com, [): @gdagzb, [ : @gdagzb
Helpline: 0120-3342433 / Whatsapp No.: 9818588807, Website: www.gdaghaziabad.in

A Beautiful City... Our Commitment

Also, this Institute is conducting Walk-in-interviews/screening for empanelment of
professionals/personnel to work as guest faculty/staff for NIEPID Secunderabad its Regional Centres
located at Noida, Navi Mumbai, Kolkata & MSEC, Noida and its Composite Regional Centre,
Rajnandgaon, Davangere and Nellore and positions for various schemes and courses will be held from
23" June, 2026 to 06" July, 2026 at their respective centres. For complete details about the posts
please visit Institute's website www.niepid.nic.in. For any other information, please contact at
Ph.No0.040-27751741-45 Extn. 209.

DIRECTOR, NIEPID

India’s own
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‘SHE BROUGHT BAD ENERGY TO THE HOUSE,” HE TOLD POLICE; VICTIM HAD BEEN WORKING AT KAILASH HILLS HOME FOR 10 YRS

Dermatologist beats house help to death

‘She always praised the family,
can’t believe this...: Woman'’s son

Pragynesh
New Delhi, June 18

ADERMATOLOGIST allegedly
killed his 45-year-old house
help by battering her with abat
and then stabbing her with a
knife in the upscale Kailash
Hills area in South Delhi on
Thursday morning, police said.

Police said the accused, Dr
Manish Gupta (54), hasbeen ar-
rested. He runs his own clinic
near his house in Mount Kail-
ash.Officers said that during
questioning, the accused told
them that the victim, Meena,
“brought bad energy” to the
house. They added that the ac-
cused has been on antidepress-
ant medication for years now,
and that he thought that his
family “valued” the victim
more than him.

“He felt that Meena was
bringingin ‘bad energy’, which
was impacting the career of his
son. His son is 19-20 years old,
but did not continue his studies
after Class 12,” said a police of-
ficer.

The accused asked his wife
Tina, whois aBachelor of Ayur-
vedic Medicine and Surgery
(BAMS), tofire the help, but she
refused, an officer said.

Police said initial question-
ing revealed that Meena had
been working at the house for
the past 10 years.

Agitated, he followed
Meena to the rooftop of his

2 more bridges tocome up on Yamuna

e What happened

® Manish asks his wife to fire
Meena. Wife Tinarefuses to fire
the help

® On Tuesday, at10;30 am, Tina
leaves home

® Atabout 11:30 am, police

calls Tina, saying Meena has been
killed

Manish Gupta, the accused

The building where the incident
happened.

third-floor house on Thursday
morning while she was going to
hang washed clothes for sun-
drying. “In a room adjacent to
the rooftop, there wasabatand
aknife. He first hit her with the
bat, after which she fell to the
ground. He then stabbed her
multiple times,” said an officer.

Police said the incident
came to light when a call was
received at 11.30 am from a
neighbour at the Amar Colony
police station about a body

being found. “At 11.36 am, in-
formation regarding the
murder of a woman near Dr
Manish Gupta’s house, Mount
Kailash, was received at Amar
Colony police station.

The caller said the body ofa
woman was lying, soaked in
blood, on the rooftop of an ad-
jacent building,” said DCP
(Southeast) Hemant Tiwari.

When police reached the
spot, they found the accused
squatting near the body. He al-
legedly told police that he had
hit her with a bat and then
stabbed with a knife.

“The accused was beside
the body. He admitted to hit-
ting the victim with a bat and
later stabbing her with a knife.
Gupta has been apprehended
and he is being questioned
further regarding the motive,”
said DCP Tiwari.

“The doctor’s statements
are being verified and the mo-
tive isbeing ascertained,” a po-
lice source said.

Pragynesh
New Delhi, June18

KAILASH HILLS in South East
Delhi is an idyllic neighbour-
hood by all means: aslope going
downwards from the mainroad
turns into small lanes, which
mostly have brutalist grey resi-
dential buildings. A few of them,
however, have picturesque
three-floor white DDA houses,
surrounded by greens. Block A
isone such lane. On the rooftop
of one of these buildings, a
woman’s body was found in a
pool of blood on Thursday
morning — her head battered
allegedly with a bat by her em-
ployer.

The woman was Meena, a
house help, and a few meters
away from her — on the stairs
thatlead tothe rooftop —sather
employer and alleged Kkiller Dr
Manish Gupta: a geeky looking
dermatologist who had stints
with skincare giants like Kaya.
On Thursday morning, he had
allegedly stabbed Meena after
beating her with a bat.

About four hours after police
reached the spot, and drove the
accused away to the police sta-
tion, Amit Vohra, a local, was
standing outside the building,

as Ring Road corridor Phase 1 cleared

Gayathri Mani
New Delhi, June 18

THE CAPITAL is set to get two
more bridges on the Yamuna
river with the government ap-
proving the first phase of aRs
12,000 crore elevated RingRoad
corridor project from Metcalfe
House in the city’s Civil Lines
area to DND flyover near Ash-
ram. Aimed at ensuring signal-
free movement while reducing
congestion, the project — which
ispartof the Delhi government’s
mega decongestion plan —will
help boost connectivity be-
tween North, North East and
South East Delhi, said officials.
It is also expected to reduce ve-
hicular pollution and road acci-
dents on key arterial routes.

Public Works Department
(PWD) Minister Parvesh Sahib
Singh told The Indian Express
on Thursday that the proposed
elevated corridor above the 55-
km Ring Road —which is con-
sidered the lifeline of the Capi-
tal’s road infrastructure — will
be constructed insixsectionsin
two phases. “The first three sec-
tions under Phase 1 have been
approved. The feasibility and
detailed project report (DPR) has
been prepared and is being re-
viewed. Itwillsoonbesenttothe
Unified Trafficand Transporta-
tion Infrastructure (Planning &
Engineering) Centre or UTTI-
PEC for further approval...,” he
said.

In the first phase, about 25-
km long corridor will be devel-
oped under three priority sec-
tions — 7-km Azadpur Chowk to
Metcalfe House junction, 5-km
long Majnu Ka Tilato Salimgarh
Fort section and Salimgarh Fort
to DND flyway section.

Officialssaid the total length
of the corridor — when ramps,
loops, and additional connect-
ingroads are included —- is ex-
pected tobe around 80 km. Also
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known as Mahatma Gandhi
Marg, the Ring Road — which
has 11 junctions sees a vehicle
load of 51akh vehicles daily. The
average speed during peak
hoursis23.79 kmph. The project
promises to increase this aver-
age speed to 45 kmph.

At present, the Capital has
more than 20 bridges over Ya-
muna. The two new bridges,
said officials, will come up be-
tween Metcalfe Junction and
Salimgarh Fort. One of the
bridges is planned to come up
near Old Iron Bridge (Lohe ka
Pul) as its replacement. It will

helpinreducingthetrafficjams
on the existing ITO bridge and
Yudhister Setu (also known as
the Kashmere Gate Flyover).
“Thisbridge will connect North
East, East and South East Delhi
linking directly with the DND
Flyway near Ashram,” ex-
plained a PWD official.

The other bridge will come
up at Chandgiram Akhara near
MetcalfHouse, which will cross
the Yamuna providing connec-
tivity to North East Delhi, ITO,
Mayur Vihar side.

The stretch will also provide
interchange to Delhi-Dehradun

Expressway, creating aseamless
high-speed connection be-
tween North Delhi, Noida, Gha-
ziabad and will boost regional
NCR connectivity. This will en-
hance regional mobility, im-
prove accessibility and support
the movement ofbothlocaland
inter-city traffic across the east-
ern side of Delhi, said officials.

Singh said that the construc-
tion for the Phase I of the corri-
dor is expected to begin soon as
it does not have as many chal-
lenges in comparison to subse-
quent phases, like land acquisi-
tion.

looking towards the third floor
of the building where a blue
board mentioningtheaccused’s
qualification hangs.

Herecallsa phone conversa-
tion with the accused who he
has known for about a decade.
“I heard that a murder hap-
penednear hishouse.Icalled to
check if he was fine, if his son
and wife were fine. But his
phone was switched off. I then
called a police officer. They said
he is the one who is the mur-
derer,” said Vohra, shocked at
the actions of his “reticent” and
“kind” neighbour.

“Last I spoke to him was a
couple of months back. I re-
member during Covid, we had
arranged for some oxygen cylin-
ders together. Some were left,
and after some months Manish
helped usdonateit,” said Vohra.

Vohra, who lives a block
away, also claimed that the ac-
cused held private consulta-
tionsasa philanthropic gesture.
But his private clients mostly
came to his house. Dinesh
Verma, wholives onthe ground
floor of the samebuildingasthe
accused, said that he never had
aproper conversation with him,
despite beingin close proximity
tohimforoveradecade. “Weex-

changed greetings while cross-
ing each other sometimes.
Today morning, I was in my
physiotherapy class. When I
came back, there were police
personnel all around,” he re-
called.

Meena had been working at
the house for the last 10 years.
She lived in a colony nearby,
about a 10 minute walk, which
mostly has residents of do-
mestic helps.

A native of West Bengal, she
lived with her son Robin Haldet,
and his wife Saptami. “She al-
ways praised Tina ma'am and
the family. She said that Tina
used to be generous with bo-
nuses, gifts and working hours.
She always used to praise the
family,” said Saptami, who
fainted when she was taken to
the rooftop to identify her
mother-in-law’s body.

Robin, who works at a store
in Nehru Place, was working
when he gota call from his wife.
“She only worked three-four
houses. She was so happy with
how they treated her.I can’t be-
lieve this happened,” he adds.

Police said that they are
questioning Manish, and trying
to get to the bottom of his
triggers. Further probe is on.
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Shikanji, ‘cooling centres’: Govt
outreach for NEET re-test

Express News Service
New Delhi, June 18

AFTER ANNOUNCING free
DTC bus rides to examination
centres for students taking the
NEET-UG 2026 re-test on Sun-
day, the Delhi government has
now made arrangements for
“cooling zones” for those who
accompany candidates — com-
plete with seating arrange-
ments, shikanji, and even ORS.
This is the first time that the
Delhi government is offering
such a range of facilities to as-
pirants in a competitive exam-
ination.

It reflects the concern
shown by several state govern-
ments to appear responsive to
the disquiet among students
over the ongoing chaos in the

conduct of exams. The NEET-
UG held on May 3 for admission
to undergraduate medical
courses was cancelled after
question papers were leaked.

On Thursday, CM Rekha
Gupta posted on X that the
Delhi government would cre-
ate “Cooling Zones for parents
and family members at all 97
examination centres for the
NEET exam scheduled on June
217

Facilities for “seating, clean
drinking water, shikanji, ORS,
tea, firstaid, and other essential
amenities will be available”, the
CM said. ORS refers to Oral
Rehydration Solution, a
specialised mix of water, salts
and sugar, designed to address
dehydration brought on by
heat, humidity, or diarrhoea.

- FARIDABAD BIKER

THEDELAY

® Police say the 45-year-old hos-
pital manager was travelling at a

high speed and his bike fell into a
ditch atthe end of anincomplete
approach road after the Manjha-

wali bridge

® The accident happened around
1pmonJune 14, and villagers,
who do not use that portion of the
road, spotted him only at 7.30am
the next day.

THELAPSES

® At the spot, as of Thursday,
there were no crash barriers, re-
flective light, barricades or street-
lights
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@ Haryana and UP PWDs differ
over who has to putin place the
"missing" safety features

DEATHREMINDER OF SIMILARINCIDENT IN DELHI

At the site of the incident. TasHi ToBGYAL

Civic concerns, blame game after biker
falls into ditch; dies after waiting for help

Abhimanyu Hazarika
Faridabad, June18

DAYS AFTER the death of a 45-
year-old hospital manager from
Faridabad, which has been
blamed on alleged civic apathy,
broken bottles and empty
packets of chips line the
mounds of soil and ditches at
the site of the incident near the
Manjhawali Bridge that links
Faridabad and Greater Noida
(Dankauyr).

Aresident of Faridabad, Atul
Joshi died on the intervening
nightof June 14 and 15 allegedly
after his motorcycle plunged
into a ditch on the unbarri-
caded, incomplete stretch ofthe
approach road — where the
constructionissaid tohavebeen
halted due to land acquisition
delays — to the bridge over Ya-
muna at the border of the Ha-
ryana and Uttar Pradesh.

Police said the victim sur-
vived the initial crash that took
place around 11 pm on June 14.
But he succumbed to his in-
juries after waiting for more
than eight hours for help in the

secluded area; he was spotted by
locals next day at 7.30 am.

The death wasareminder of
asimilarincident in West Delhi’s
Janakpuri in February, which
sparked massive outrage, when
a 25-year-old call centre em-
ployee, Kamal Dhyani, fell into
a pit on a stretch where con-
struction work was being under-
taken by the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB).

In the latest incident, ac-
cording to a senior Faridabad
Police officer, Joshi was riding
fromhisresidencein Faridabad
to Noida on Sunday night at a
high speed. Unable to see the
dead endinthedark, Joshirode
his motorcycle off the paved sur-
face and into a ditch — his hel-
met suffered damage, which led
to injuries.

When The Indian Express
visited the site on Thursday, no
barricades or barriers could be
seen, which could have possibly
prevented the fall. Vehicles
were seen navigating their way
from and towards Noida
through unpaved kutcha roads
at the immediate end of the

bridge.

Thesite of theincidentis sur-
rounded by empty fields. La-
bourers and others working in
the fields nearby said that part
of theunpaved road isonly used
to take a U-Turn towards the
bridge. Cabs and other vehicles
heading towards Noida had to
cover the site of the incident —
many drivers were seen asking
for directions, indicating that
Google Maps could not guide
them properly.

Joshi’s death seems to have
triggered a blame game be-
tween the authorities of Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana.

Dankaur (UP) Station House
Officer Manoj Kumar Singh said
both the police case and land
(the accident spot) are under
Haryana authorities. "We only
arranged for the postmortem...
our role ends there,” he said.

When asked ifthey have had
discussions with their counter-
partsin Haryanatoinstall barri-
cades at the site after the inci-
dent, he said such discussions
are ongoing and the decision
has to be taken by the author-

itiesin Haryana.

Gautam Buddha Nagar
PWD Executive Engineer Kan-
chan Singh said theland and ac-
cident spot is in Haryana. "We
have received sanction for the
(approach road) work recently
and are conducting the pending
land acquisition proceedings
that is time  taking.
We are confident of completing
it within a month, and the road
within a year. We have told Ha-
ryanaauthoritiestodothe need-
ful in terms of barriers."

Meanwhile, Haryana auth-
orities insist their share of work
isdone. Ballabhgarh SDM May-
ank Bhardwaj said. "We have
had discussions after the inci-
dent with the UP Police and
PWD to get the pending safety
work done." Haryana PWD
Executive Engineer Ram Par-
kash said the state's work in the
stretch was complete. On the
other hand, Tigaon Police's
SHO Inspector Ranbir Kumar,
who received the information
about the body, said they have
conveyed to the UP police to
have barricades installed there.

e INSTITUTE CLIMBS FIVE PLACES TO 118 GLOBALLY IN QS WORLD UNIVERSITY RANKINGS, BEATS IIT BOMBAY FOR SECOND YEAR IN A ROW

Research impact & sustainability, but focus on students: II'T-D formula for QS success

Vidheesha Kuntamalla
New Delhi, June18

FOR THE second year running,
IIT Delhi hasemerged asIndia’s
highest-ranked institution in
the QS World University Rank-
ings, having climbed five places
over last year to 118 rank glo-
bally, and widening its lead
over IIT Bombay, which has
slipped to rank 134.

The 2027 rank for IIT Delhi is
the highest ever achieved by an
Indian university, bettering the
performance of IIT Bombay in
2025, and caps a remarkable
four-year climb of 79 places from
197th in the QS 2024 rankings.

According to QS, the rise of
IIT Delhi has been driven by

significant gains in employer
reputation, research impact
and graduate employability.
The institute has climbed to
39th place globally in Employer
Reputation, 60th in Citations
per Faculty, and jumped 60
places to rank 280 in Employ-
ment Outcomes,” QS Senior
Vice President Ben Sowter said.
“Thesetwo areasare key to IIT-
D achieving such an outstand-
ingrankin 2027, Sowter said.
IIT Bombay declined 25
places in Citations per Faculty,
even though it continued to
score strongly on employer rep-
utation and academic reputa-
tion. Weaker performance onin-
ternational engagement
indicators weighed down its

overall ranking.

Overall, “Global peers are
gaining momentum while in-
stitutions across India are im-
proving at a comparatively
slower pace,” Sowter said.

Administrators at IIT Delhi
attributed the improved rank to
the fulfilment of broader insti-
tutional goals. “Whatever goes
oninside the QS algorithm, our
job is different,” Somnath Bai-
dya Roy, Dean of Planning at
IIT Delhi, told The Indian Ex-
press. “Wewanttobealeaderin
providing technological educa-
tion at affordable rates to all our
students.” He said the institute
remains focused on attracting
talent, improving infrastruc-
ture, and strengthening re-
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The 2027 rank for the institute is
the highest ever achieved by an
Indian university. FiLE

search rather than on ranking
indicators. “One of the reasons
for our success is that we have
continued to attract the best
students and faculty. We are a
preferred destination for stu-
dents across India,” he said.

epaper.indianexpress.cnm.. .

In the QS World University
Rankings by Subject announced
earlier this year, Electrical En-
gineering, Mechanical Engin-
eering, Computer Science,
Chemical Engineeringand Civil
Engineering at IIT Delhi fea-
tured among the world’s top 50
programmes. IIT Delhi also re-
tained its position as India’s
highest-ranked institution in
Engineering and Technology
with a global rank of 36.

Sustainability, an area in
which IIT Delhi remains the
highest ranked institution in
India, has played a key role over
the last two years.

“A couple of years back, we
decided that IIT Delhi was al-
ready doingalot of activities re-

lated to sustainability and we
needed to emphasise them. At
the time, it was not because sus-
tainability was a metric in rank-
ings,” Roy said.
Sustainability efforts
emerged from a combination
of student demands, institu-
tional priorities, and govern-
ment regulations, Roy said.
“We came up with our sustain-
ability policy and we are acting
on our sustainability action
plan,” he said. He pointed to
green building initiatives, envi-
ronmental programs and aca-
demic units such as Atmos-
pheric Sciences and Civil and
Environmental Engineering as
examples of the way sustain-
ability had become embedded

New Delhi

across the institute.

“Most importantly, sustain-
ability is an integral part of our
curriculum,” he said.

IIT Delhiis also bettingon a
broader transformation for the
coming decade, having begun
to implement a revamped cur-
riculum aimed at making edu-
cation more interdisciplinary
while giving students greater
flexibility in designing their
academic pathways. “We are
looking at interdisciplinarity
and also giving students more
flexibility in terms of designing
their own education,” Roy said.

The revised framework ex-
pands opportunities for minors
and specialisations and places
greater emphasis on intern-

ships and engagement with in-
dustry and society. “We are now
encouraging MTech studentsto
take up internships under the
new curriculum,” he said.

The institute’s Vision 2035
roadmap will guide infrastruc-
ture development, laboratory
upgrades and internationalisa-
tion efforts. “We are alsoempha-
sising globalisation,” Roy said.
“Moreinternational studentsare
coming as exchange students.”

Attheend though, IIT Delhi
remains about its students, Roy
said. “Our students are getting
topjobsin academia, research,
and industry. Our alumni are
doing extremely well. Our
product is our students. That’s
the story here.”
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Internet fraudsters  Govt initiates eviction proceedings

get to son of former
PMIK Gujral using

hisDP & WhatsApp

Pragynesh
New Delhi, June 18

LATE LAST week, a senior offi-
cial at the financial division of a
textile company owned by Na-
resh Gujral, aformer MPand the
son of former Prime MinisterIK
Gujral, received a WhatsApp
message from an unknown
number. The display picture
was that of his boss Naresh.

“He (the official) was asked
to transfer around Rs 1.5 crore
through RTGS to an account
whose details were given to
him,” a police officer said. Real-
Time Gross Settlement (RTGS)
isaway to urgently make high-
value transactions between
bank accounts.

But the sender of the mess-
age was not Naresh.

“My employee tried calling
the number. But the fraudster
disconnected,” said Naresh. He
said the alleged scammet, pos-
ingas Naresh, said he could not
answer since he was in a meet-
ing. It was someone who had
used Naresh’s profile picture,
and made an effort to sound
like him over WhatsApp, the
police officer said. However,
this thought apparently never
crossed the mind of the com-
pany official.

“He could have contacted
my secretary... But he got
trapped in the ‘boss scam’,” said
Naresh.

So over the next four days,
three more transactions were
requested by the alleged
fraudster, and the company of-
ficial complied each time. In
the end, a total of Rs 7.8 crore
had been transferred to the ac-
count of the alleged fraudster,
police officers said. Alarm bells
did go off in Naresh’s bank,
though, and they decided to
check with the Chief Financial
Officer (CFO) of the company if
the transfers were legit.

“Thebank called the CFO of
Mr (Naresh) Gujral’s company
as they were alarmed by the
huge transactions. But the CFO,
who apparently assumed that

Former MP Naresh Guijral

the instructions were from Mr
Naresh, allowed the RTGS
transfers from the company’s
account,” a source said.

It was only on June 16 that
the official contacted Diksha,
the daughter of the 78-year-old
former MP, and told her about
the money that “her father”
had been instructing him to
transfer. “Diksha, who was
alarmed to know that her father
was suddenly in need of so
much money, asked him about
the transactions. Naresh told
herthat he had never contacted
the official or asked for these
transfers to be made,” the
source said.

It was then that the family
suspected a fraud and con-
tacted the police. An e-FIR was
registered on Tuesday.

The specialised Intelligence
Fusion and Strategic Oper-
ations unit of the Delhi Police
took up the case and tracked
down multiple accounts. Sur-
prisingly, they found that the
bulk of the transferred money
was still sitting in those ac-
counts, police said.

“The last transaction hap-
pened on Tuesday, and I filed a
complaint just four-five hours
later. I guess that helped,” said
Naresh. This was unusual be-
cause the patternin Internet fi-
nancial fraud hasbeen that the
cheated money disappears
quickly, often within minutes.

“Rs 4 crore was traced and
frozen. Usually by this point,
the money is either cashed out
or is converted to crypto” said

the source.

against Su]an Slngh ParkNorth

Damini Nath
NewDelhz Junel8

THE UNION government has
initiated eviction proceedings
against Sujan Singh Park North,
the upscale colonial-era build-
ing complex next to Khan Mar-
ket in New Delhi that includes
the iconic Ambassador Hotel,
saying the lease ended in 1960
due to the failure to address
breaches of the conditions.

The Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs’ Land and
Development Office (L&DO)on
June 11 issued an eviction no-
tice to Sir Sobha Singh and
Sons, the real estate company
that built, and still runs the
complex after it was given the
land on lease to develop Sujan
Singh Parkin 1945.

The firm was asked to re-
spond to the notice by Friday as
towhy an eviction order should
not be passed.

The 1945 lease, the L&DO
said, for the land had been re-
entered on August 5, 1960 due
to the company’s failure to rec-
tify breaches of two clauses of
thelease. Re-entryreferstothe
termination of the lease in

The upscale colonial-era building complex next to Khan Market in
New Delhiincludes the iconic Ambassador Hotel. FiLe

event of a breach of the lease.
Norenewal, fresh allotment
or fresh lease had been
executed or granted since 1960,
and the continued occupation
of the property was without
authority oflaw, the L&DO said.
The L&DOinitiated the pro-
ceedings under the Public
Premises (Eviction of Unauth-
orised Occupants) Act,1971,and
asked the firm to recover pos-
session from “sub-tenants”.
Shaunak Kashyap, the advo-
cate for Sir Sobha Singh & Sons

Pvt. Ltd, said the company had
got “substantiverelief” fromthe
Delhi High Court on Wednes-
day when it moved the court
against the June 11 notice.
While the court did not stay the
notice, Kashyap said it was not
necessary. He said the notice
rested on a June 9 judgment of
the Tis Hazari court, in which
the court struck down a decree
in favour of the government.
The court’s judgment would
haveled to the company’s evic-
tion, however, Kashyap said the

government told the High
Court it would not rely on the
Tis Hazari court judgment.

“At the hearing in the High
Court on Wednesday, we ar-
gued that the notice was illegal
insofarasitrested onthatjudg-
ment. This forced the govern-
ment’s counsel towithdraw the
operative portion of the notice
that threatened eventual evic-
tion, thereby granting us sub-
stantial relief...A formal stay
wasthusunnecessary precisely
because the government itself
gave up the operative basis of
the threatened eviction, based
on our arguments before the va-
cationbench —and that, inthe
circumstances, is substantive
relief,” he said.

Kashyap added that the com-
pany had challenged the L&DO’s
jurisdiction.”Any eviction must
now begin afresh, on a fresh no-
tice, with the government first
proving that its 1960 ‘re-entry’
was valid — something it failed
toestablishin49years of trial —
through a full inquiry with evi-
dence and cross-examination,
in which the residents, Hotel
Ambassador, the Traders’ As-
sociation and the RWA are each

entitled to be heard before the
Director of Estates.”

Hesaid the firm would place
its position on record before the
Estate Officer on Friday.

On April 22, the Supreme
Court had given its judgment
on one of the fundamental dis-
putes between the government
and the firm, saying the prop-
erty was a “government grant”.
After that, the L&DO had on
April 30issued ademand notice
to the company for payment of
Rs.940 crore for breachinglease
conditions of Sujan Singh Park.

The government had given
the 7.58 acre property — Sujan
Singh Park North and South —
to the company on perpetual
lease on April 26, 1945.

The company was to con-
struct 100 flats that would be
used by the government to
house officers during World
War II, after which 50% of the
flats would be given to the com-
pany, with the government
keeping 50% for use of its own
officials, as per the lease. Over
the years, however, the units in
possession of the government
fell to 14 flats, 39 servant
quarters and 25 garages.

Firm that built, runs building complex moves High Court

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, June18

SIR SOBHA Singh and Sons, the
real estate company that built
and runs the Sujan Singh Park
complex has moved Delhi High
Court against a district court’s
judgment that ruled that the
northern part of the complex
has been in breach of condi-
tions of the lease agreement.
Urging for an immediate stay
on the district court’s verdict,
the company on Wednesday
cited the latest eviction notice
issued by the government on
June1l.

Part of the complex under
the government takeover bid
alsoincludes the hotel, Ambas-
sador, which is at the heart of
the dispute. The government
hastermed the hotel asabreach
of the lease conditions, thus

' making termination of the
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lease, or a ‘re-entry’ by the gov-
ernment over the property,
valid.

SirSobha Singh and Sons, in
their petition, has flagged the
June 11 eviction notice under
the Public Premises (Eviction of
Unauthorised Occupants) Act,
1971, terming the company as
‘unauthorised occupant’ and
seeking possession of the land,
only two days after the trial
court’sverdict, “troubling post-
judgment chronology”.

“The operative order was
pronounced on 09.06.2026 (by
the district court). The reasons
were signed and uploaded only
on12.06.2026 at 1753 hours. Yet
anotice under the Public Prem-
ises Act, dated 11.06.2026, had
already reproduced the judg-
ment’s reasoning. The reasons
were thus known to the govern-
ment before they reached (Sir
Sobha Singh and Sons), who

had to apply to the court on
12.06.2026 for a copy. This itself
is very serious and requires in-
tervention,” their petition said.
Heard by Justice Tejas Karia
on Wednesday, the Centre,
through its standing counsel
Ashish Dixit, assured the court
that “the proceedings underthe
PP Act shall be conducted with-
out reference to or being in-
fluenced by the (district court’s
judgment) and all therightsand
contentions of the parties are
reserved in that respect.”
Justice Karia, recording the
statement in its order, directed
the Centrethatitisbound by its
own statement, and also ob-
served that no further direction
of interim reliefin favour of the
petitioner, staying the district
court’s judgment, is required.
The court, which is working
with vacation benches at pres-
ent, alsonoted that there wasno
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VSET: Shaping Future-

As the country aspires to become a global hub for technology;

manufacturing, digital innovation, and sustainable growth, en-
gineering talent will play a pivotal role in shaping its future. Engi-
neering education today is not merely about imparting technical
knowledge; it is about developing innovators, problem-solvers,
entrepreneurs, and leaders who can thrive in a rapidly evolving
world.

Over the past two decades, India has built one of the world's
largest engineering education ecosystems, producing a substantial
pool of engineering graduates every year. However, the expectations
from engineers are changing. Emerging technologies, evolving
business models, and global competition are compelling institutions
to rethink how engineers are prepared for the future.

Technologies such as Artificial Intelligence (Al), Machine Learn-
ing (ML), Big Data Analytics, Robotics, Automation, the Internet of
Things (loT), and Cybersecurity are transforming industries across
sectors, including healthcare, finance, manufacturing, and trans-
portation. Traditional engineering disciplines are increasingly inter-
secting with these technologies, creating opportunities for stu-
dents to develop expertise in emerging domains.

Industries continue to report a shortage of job-ready profes-
sionals. The challenge is not the availability of graduates but the
alignment of academic learning with industry requirements. To ad-
dress this gap, engineering education is shifting towards outcome-
based and skill-oriented learning, emphasizing practical competen-
cies, innovation, critical thinking, and problem-solving rather than
relying solely on theoretical instruction.

Experiential learning has emerged as a cornerstone of this
transformation. Internships, industry projects, laboratory-based
learning, hackathons, innovation challenges, and real-world prob-
lem-solving opportunities are becoming integral parts of engineer-
ing curricula. These experiences help students develop both techni-
cal and interpersonal skills while preparing them for industry
expectations.

Industry-academia collaboration is equally critical. Partnerships
between institutions and industry facilitate curriculum develop-
ment, research initiatives, internships, faculty training, and skill

I NDIA stands at a defining moment in its development journey.

enhancement programmes. Such collaborations ensure that stu-
dents gain exposure to current technologies and workplace prac-
tices, effectively bridging the gap between education and employ-
ment.

Another important trend is the growing emphasis on multidisci-
plinary learning. Contemporary engineering challenges in areas
such as sustainable infrastructure, renewable energy, intelligent
transportation, healthcare technologies, and smart cities require ex-
pertise spanning engineering, data science, management, design,
and social sciences.

Research, innovation, and entrepreneurship have also become
central to modern engineering education. Academic institutions
are increasingly establishing incubation centres, innovation hubs,
and startup support programmes that provide mentorship, re-
sources, and opportunities for aspiring entrepreneurs. These
ecosystems encourage students not only to seek employment but
also to create solutions, enterprises, and jobs.

The future engineering workforce must also embrace lifelong
learning. Educational institutions are promoting flexible learing
pathways, industry certifications, online learning platforms, and
hybrid learning models that support continuous professional devel-
opment throughout an engineer's career.

While technical expertise remains fundamental, employers in-
creasingly value communication skills, teamwork, leadership,
adaptability, creativity, and emotional intelligence. Engineering
education must therefore balance technical excellence with holis-
tic skill development.

Sustainability has emerged as another key priority. As indus-
tries focus on environmental responsibility and climate resilience,
engineers are expected to develop solutions that support sustain-
able development through renewable energy, green manufacturing,
sustainable infrastructure, and environmental technologies.

As India strengthens its position as a global technology and
manufacturing hub, the quality of engineering talent will be a deci-
sive factor in its long-term growth. Tomorrow's engineers must
combine technical expertise with innovation, adaptability, collab-
oration, and a commitment to continuous learning. By embracing
interdisciplinary education, industry engagement, research, entre-
preneurship, and sustainability, engineering institutions can serve
as powerful catalysts for innovation, economic progress, and na-
tional development.

India’s next phase of growth will depend on how effectively it de-
velops talent capable of creating, adapting, and leading in a know!-
edge-driven world. Engineering education will remain at the centre
of this journey, preparing a generation equipped to build industries,
solve complex challenges, and shape the nation’s future.

By Prof. (Dr.) Senthil Vadivel T., Research Director & Head, Civil
Engineering, Manav Rachna International Institute of Research
and Studlies (MRIIRS), Faridabad.

Ready Innovators

N a country where engineering colleges are

commonplace, the Vivekananda School of Engi-

neering and Technology (VSET), VIPS-TC, Pitam-
pura, stands apart through its commitment to ex-
cellence, innovation, and future-focused education.
Affiliated with Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha
University (GGSIPU), approved by AICTE, and ac-
credited by NAAC with an A++ Grade (CGPA 3.58),
VSET aligns its
academic vision
with the goals of
the National Edu-
cation Policy 2020
and the vision of a
Viksit and At-
manirbhar Bharat.

The institution
has made signifi-
cantinvestmentsin
cutting-edge in-
frastructure, in-
cluding an AICTE-
approved  IDEA
Lab, an NVIDIA
H100 Super Com-
puter Data Lab, a Quantum Technology Laboratory, a
Semiconductor Design Laboratory, and a Drone Lab.
These facilities enable students to gain hands-on ex-
perience in emerging fields such as Atrtificial Intelli-
gence, Semiconductor Technology, Cybersecurity, Data
Science, Quantum Computing, and Microchip Design.

Backed by distinguished faculty from premier in-
stitutions, VSET combines academic rigour with in-
dustry relevance. Students actively participate in re-
search projects, hackathons, internships, ideathons,
and industry-led initiatives, supported by collabo-
rations with leading organisations including
NVIDIA, NASSCOM, Red Hat, UiPath, lITs, NITs, and
AICTE.

The institution's Career Development Centre
works with over 200 corporate partners to provide
training, internships, and placement opportunities.
The results speak for themselves: students from the
first graduating batch achieved a 95% placement
record, with salary packages reaching Rs.18 lakh
per annum and several securing University Gold
Medals.

« KR JI]! mL Jixlil .l'_
Dr Ravi Prakash lyer

Director General,
V/SET: VIPS-TC

immediate urgency in the
matter and posted it for hearing
next on July 23, while issuing
notice to the respondents.

Sir Sobha Singh and Sons
has been locked in litigation
with the government for nearly
seven decades now, since 1960.
Ambassador hotel started oper-
ating in 1950.

According to the real estate
firm, the northern block of
Sujan Singh Park was built
under a registered Agreement
toLease of October 8,1945, with
one of the clauses being the gov-
ernment will execute a per-
petual lease with Sir Sobha
Singh and Sons once the build-
ings were complete. Under the
terms of the deed, thelessee, Sir
Sobha Singh and Sons, was ob-
ligated to construct residential
blocks, including three “for of-
ficials and non-officials of good
standing”.

However, in 1960, the gov-
ernment alleging misuse and
breaches, sought re-entry, that
istermination of the agreement,
following which Sir Sobha Singh
and Sons had moved a civil
court with asuit seeking injunc-
tion against such re-entry.

The real estate company has
maintained that the govern-
ment reneged on its promise of
executing the perpetual lease
deed despite completion of the
buildings. A status quo was or-
dered by the civil court and the
government was restrained
from re-entry, while the case
dragged on till 2009. In August
20009, the civil court ruled that
thebuildingwas constructed as
per government’s instructions
and that there was no misuse.
The government had then chal-
lenged this verdict before a dis-
trict court, which on July 11, set
aside the civil court’s order.

Gan, g page. oo,

Took12 hoursto
douse theflame”
Massive fire at
Faridabad shoe
unit, no casualty

At the unit on Thursday.

Abhimanyu Hazarika
Gurgaon, June 18

A SUSPECTED short circuit at
a shoe manufacturing factory
on Thursday morning in Fari-
dabad led to a massive fire, of-
ficials said, adding that they
managed to completely douse
it after 12 hours.

No casualty was reported as
workers were not at the unit at
thetime of theincident, but the
fire spread to buildings outside
the premises, leadingto evacu-
ation.

Officials said that they were
informed about the incident —
which took place at Guru Kripa
Lifestyle at Sector 32 near the
Mewala Maharajpur Metro sta-
tion — around 7.30 am on
Thursday. Fire tenders and
State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) officials from across
Haryana reached the spot.

“As many as 21 fire tenders
were pressed into service. The
flames were put out around
7.30 pm. The firm will now as-
sess the damage in their re-
port,” Fire Safety Officer Ra-
kesh Yadav said at the site.

Fire Safety Officer (Farida-
bad NIT) Sukhbir Yadav said
the tenders has to refilled at
least 10 times till afternoon.

Company officials present
at the site said they were yet to
ascertain the damage, but
termed it “substantial”.

“We think a short circuit
triggered it,” a worker said.

“We had to break a brick
wall with an excavator so that
the hose could reach some of
the rooms. Three fire engines
will remain here tonight,” fire
officials said.

Faridabad police spokesper-
son Yashpal Yadav said an in-
vestigation has been launched.
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VIVEKANANDA INSTITUTE OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES-TECHNICAL CAMPUS

Grade A++ Accredited Institution by NAAC

Affiliated to GESIF University, Delhl; Recognized by Bar Councll of Indla and AICTE;
MBS Accresdited For MOA Prograimime, Recogriied undar Saction 2(1) by LG

An 150 2002015 Cerified Institution

VIVEKANANDA SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY
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B. TECH PROGRAMMES

SHAPING FUTURE READY INNOVATORS

Key Highlights:

Most of the faculty members hold doctoral degrees
from reputed Government and State universities and
have strong research publications and patents

NVIDIA DGX H100 Al Lab for Higher Performance

Computing and Deep Learning.

Quantum Computing and Quantum Information Lab o

with Photon detection unit.

The state of the art VLSI Lab equipped with advanced
EDA tools like AMD, Vivado, Cadence, Synopsys, o

Keysight etc.

Two High-Power Computing Centres supporting
advanced simulations, big data processing, and Al o

development.

All admissions for the session 2026-27 would be as per the GGSIP University guidelines
(refer University’s website www.ipu.ac.in)

Cutting-Edge Labs dedicated to VLSI Design Lab,
Industrial 10T (lloT), Artificial Intelligence & Data
Science, Applied Mathematics, and Cyber Security,
nurturing interdisciplinary learning and innovation.
AICTE Drone Lab and AICTE IDEA Lab, igniting
creativity and practical problem-solving through
hands-on projects and prototyping.

Strategic MoUs with IITs, NIT, top-tier institutions and
industries, ensuring robust faculty development,
studentinternships, and collaborative research.
Dedicated Career Development Centre (CDC)
focussed on career readiness, skill enhancement,
internships, and campus placements.

Excellent Placement Record, with students excelling
in top-notch national and multinational organizations
across emerging technology sectors.
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE & DATA SCIENCE (AI&DS)
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE & MACHINE LEARNING (AlI&ML)
INDUSTRIAL INTERNET OF THINGS (110T))

COMPUTER SCIENCE & ENGINEERING (CSE)

ELECTRONICS ENGINEERING (VLSI DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY)
COMPUTER SCIENCE & ENGINEERING (CYBER SECURITY)
COMPUTER SCIENCE & APPLIED MATHEMATICS

AU-Block (Outer Ring Road), Pitampura, Delhi-110034

Close to Haiderpur Village Metro Station, Haiderpur Badli Mor Metro Station (0.5 Km)
and Madhuban Chowk Metro Station (1 Km)

Landline : +91 (11) 27341019 | 27343401 | 02 | 03

Mobile : +91 9773773584 | 9319299512 | 9319299513 | 9319299515

www.vips.edu

§ @DelhiVIPS M @delhivips

@VIPS_Delhi

i= school/vivekananda-institute-of-professional-studies
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Garg Engineering College, Ghazi-

abad, is one of North India’s lead-
ing engineering institutions. Approved
by AICTE and affiliated with Dr. A.P.J. Ab-
dul Kalam Technical University, the col-
lege offers B.Tech programmes in nine
disciplines, along with M.Tech and MCA
programmes. AKGEC is the only engi-
neering college under AKTU to have

Established in 1998, Ajay Kumar

Ajay Kumar Garg Engineering College (AKGEC)
Advancing Engineering Education Through Excellence, Innovation and Al

earned the prestigious NAAC A++ ac-
creditation, while its major B.Tech pro-
grammes are accredited by the National
Board of Accreditation (NBA).

The institution has consistently
demonstrated academic excellence,
with students securing top positions in

university examinations and winning
the Chancellor's Medal for best overall
performance in B.Tech for five consecu-
tive years. AKGEC has also received sev-
eral prestigious honours, including the
Academic Excellence Award for Best En-
gineering College and the Best Indus-
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Empowering Minds Shaping Futures

; { - YEARS OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE M

| Al Enabled Learning
Innovation
and Research Campus
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Approved by AICTE &Aﬂil-iated to Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Technical University (AKTU]), Lucknow
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B.TECH | B.TECH (LATERAL) | M.TECH | MCA | MCA (INTEGRATED)
PGDM | MBA | MBA (BUSINESS ANALYTICS) | MBA (INTEGRATED)
MBA (HEALTH CARE & HOSPITAL MANAGEMENT)

BBA | BCA | B.COM | B.COM (H) | B.Sc. (CS)

B.PHARMA® | D.PHARMA | LL.B | B.A. LL.B | B.Sc. (NURSING)
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FROM CAMPUS TO CORPORATES
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try—Institute Interface Award from the
Government of Uttar Pradesh and the
Royal Academy of Engineering.

A distinguishing feature of AKGEC is
its forward-looking integration of Artifi-
cial Intelligence across academics, re-
search, and campus operations. The col-
lege has developed an Al-enabled
ecosystem that promotes intelligent
learning, data-driven decision-making,
innovation, and interdisciplinary re-
search.To support this vision, AKGEC has
established specialised R&D centres such
as the Idea Lab, Cloud Computing Cell,
Big Data Centre of Excellence,
Metaverse Lab, Blockchain Re-
search Lab, Machine Learning Cen-
tre of Excellence, and several other
advanced technology laboratories, en-
abling students to work on real-world

*

Dr Amita Dev
Advisor, AKGEC

challenges using emerging technologjes.

The college further strengthens in-
dustry readiness through its 14 Centres
of Excellence, established in collabora-
tion with leading global technology and
industrial partners, including Siemens,
KUKA, and Bosch Rexroth. These
centres provide hands-on exposure to
advanced manufacturing, automation,
robotics, and other cutting-edge tech-
nologies, effectively bridging the gap
between academic learning and profes-
sional practice.

ADVERTORIAL ' An initiative by (R)(E) D_.

‘eEngineering Fducat

e e

GNIOT

b

Artificial Intelligence - Disrupting Job Roles

ore than 40% of job roles
will be automated by Al in
large corporations world-
wide. This rapid transformation is
needed to stay ahead of the competi-
tion. Adoption of Al in organisational
management provides graduates en-
tering the workplace with both chal-
lenges and opportunities. The job roles
that are repetitive and routine are im-
pacted most by Al automation. Admin-
istrative tasks, scheduling, fundamen-
tal customer support, and data entry
are largely handled by intelligent sys-
tems and Al automation. This indicates
that graduates cannot rely upon tra-
ditional technical competence. The key
question is: what type of competen-
cies are expected from graduates?
Roles such as Al Analyst, Prompt

UNITED

H Group of Institutions
Delhi-NCR Greater Noida

UNITED

GROUP OF INSTITUTIONS

:: Course Offered ::

B. Tech | M. Tech

BBA | BCA

MBA | B. Pharm

ADMISSION OPEN &)
ASSURED INTERNSHIP & PLACEMENT

|||||||||||
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28676

Fvory Year

100" shidents
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Surmimer Treining
b USA & Thallond

e

Foreign
International Internships

® AIT

Engineer, Machine
Learning Specialist,

matter a lot in organi-
sational  growth.

Data Scientist, Al =y Higher educational in-
Consultant, and Au- o stitutes shall, there-

tomation Manager \ fore, develop their cur-
are some of the - riculum in alignment
emerging career op- g with the emerging ca-
portunities of the fu- -\ Y reer tracks mentioned

ture. These areas are

above. The teaching

rapidly growing and 2 pedagogy o be
are required in the Mr. Swadesh KgumarSingh adopted by higher ed-
corporate  world CEO- GNIOT ucation institutions for

across industries. Fur-
ther, Al is reshaping existing job roles
and human involvement rather than
completely wiping them out. For in-
stance, Al is useful for financial ana-
lysts in predictive modelling; mar-
keters use customer insights for
strategy and planning; HR profession-
als use Al tools for recruitment and
workforce planning; and operations
professionals use Al for shipment au-
tomation.

Critical thinking, Al amalgama-
tion, creativity, innovation, ethical de-
cision-making, communication, and
problem-solving are some of the
skills that are becoming highly valu-
able. These skills cannot be easily re-
placed or replicated by Al. These skills

honing these skills shall
ensure sustainability as well. Experi-
ential learning shall be included more
in the teaching-learning process.
Higher education institutes shall also
develop a lifelong learner attitude
among students. The learner's atti-
tude is needed to keep up with the
highly dynamic environment.

Hence, a collective effort is needed
by all stakeholders to develop an
ecosystem where graduates can
grow their competence in the right
direction. Al is here to stay, and grad-
uates shall embrace and involve it in
their career progression. Higher edu-
cation institutes shall also make Al an
integral part of their curriculum at all
levels and across all courses.

United Group of Institutions
Dedicated to Excellence in Technical Educatlon

nited College of Engineering
U and Research (UCER), Greater

Noida, Uttar Pradesh, is ap-
proved by AICTE and affiliated with Dr.
A.P.J.Abdul Kalam Technical University
(AKTU), Lucknow. Established in 1997,
the college offers B.Tech, M.Tech,
B.Pharma, BBA, BCA, and MBA pro-
grammes across various disciplines.

AKTU merit lists and winning gold, sil-
ver, and bronze medals. Several stu-
dents have received the AKTU Chan-
cellor's Medal for outstanding
performance over the past five years.
UGl students have also been honoured
with the AKTU Distinguished Alumni
Award for two consecutive years since
its inception in 2020.

The college has consistently deliv- Girdhar Gopal Gulatn
ered excellent academic outcomes, Chairman, UG/
with students securing top ranks in - ment of Uttar Pradesh.

To bridge the gap between acade-
mics and industry, the United Group of
Institutions has established Centres of
Excellence in partnership with leading
companies such as Siemens, Bosch
Rexroth, Mitsubishi Electric, KUKA Ro-
botics, and Festo. These centres pro-
vide hands-on training in emerging
technologies, making students indus-

" Aslan institute of Technology UCER has been recognised with the  try-ready and globally employable.
e Academic Excellence Award for Best Beyond the classroom, students

Missouri University | Engineering College andhonouredfor  benefit from innovation and research

Columbia, USA two successive years by the Governor  labs,  industry  collaborations,

SHAPNG FUTURE

8th KM Stone, Delhi-Meerut Road, next to Duhai RRTS, Ghaziabad, Delhi NCR
(Established under the provision of the Uttar Pradesh Privale University Act 2019)

Call : 9355975396

ADMISSIONS OPEN 2026-27
Gowvt. Scholarship Facility shall be availahle as per UP / Central Govt Norms
Special Facility for Working Professionals -in Hybrid Mode

KCADEMIC
EXCELLENCE

COMPANIES SUPPORTED HRIT
STUDENTS IN PLACEMENT

Z HIGHEST
4 = PACKAGE S!UZEgTsnPEEtD 53 SINGE 2023

Chancellor/Merit/Special Scholarship shall be awarded by HRIT University to Eligitbie Candidate
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Faculty of Engineering & Technology

 B.Tech | M.Tech

Biotechnology, CSE, Data Sclence & Cloud Computing, Artificial CSE 1T, CE, H_F_ ME (Maintanance,
Intelligence & Machine Learning, CE, ME, ECE. EN Automobile, Refrigeration & AC), EE, ECE

Faculty of Legal Studies Faculty of Social Science & Humanities

BA-LL.B, BBA-LL.B, LL.B, LL.M BA'I:DI"M miﬁ“ﬂ;ﬂifﬂﬂlﬂf Eco.,
Faculty of Pharmaceutical Science [ issolirst ST SV IT

Pol Science, Sociology
D.Pharm, B.Pharm,

BA/B.Sc (Hons.) Psychology
M.Pharm [Pharm Ehemisiry. Fharmaceulics,  gpap iy Clinical Psychology Industrial &
rlalmmﬁlm. Phrarmacognosyl

Organizational Psy., Guidance & Counseling
MA/M.Sc., Psychology
P.G. Diploma in Guidance and Counseling

Faculty of Management Studies & Commerce

BBA (Hons.), BBA (Aviation),
MBA, B.Com (Hons), M.Com (Hons)

B.P.Es, BA, asr.- {‘l"nga] MA, M.Sc (Yoga),
Diploma / Certificate (Yoga), B. FEd* D P.Ed*

BCA, B.Sc IES" MCA
Facul o LIE Sclc Faculty of Agriculture Sciences
Bachelor in Hospital Administration

Bachelor of Nutrition and Diabetes E'EE{HME'} hgncuttum, Dlplnma in hgﬂmﬂum

Bachelor of Health Information & Management Fa.‘,:uli_'!.lI of Basic Sciences

Diploma in Health Information & Management B.Sc (Hons.), M.Sc. (Hons.)

BPT, B.Sc.{Hons.) Microbio, M.S¢(Microbio),
o Y i . (Pt Chemistry, Maths, Phy., Zoology, Botany
Sc. g, M.Se. ech), S
B.5c.(Hons.) Biotech,M.Sc. (Biotech) B.Sc (Hons.) Hstics & Data Sclen

B.Sc.iHons.) Forensic Science, M.Sc¢. Forensic
Faculty of Hotel Management

Science, M.Sc. (Biochem.), B.Sc(Hons.) CBZ
BHMCT, Certificate | Diploma (Hotel Managment)

BA/MA {Home Science
Faculty of Education®

GNM, B.Sc. (Nursing)
BA-B.Ed, B.5Sc-B.Ed

Ph.D. (All Programme)

Diploma/Polytechnic Direct Admissions (Without JEEE UP & With JEECUP)

The Linwermty has many more courses, Visit our website :
' i info@hrituniversity.edu.in

"approval awaltad

.edu.in or Email !
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of Uttar Pradesh for its contribution to
engineering education. The institution
has also received the Best Industry-In-
stitute Interface Award from the Min-
istry of Science & Technology, Govern-

hackathons, technical clubs, soft-skills
training, career development pro-
grammes, and incubation support, fos-
tering innovation, critical thinking, and
entrepreneurial excellence.

HRIT University

Empowering Future Engineers
with Industry-Ready Education

RIT University is shaping future-ready engineers through a strong fo-

cus on emerging technologies such as Artificial Intelligence (Al),

Data Science, Cloud Computing, Cyber Security, Electric Vehicles
(EVs), Internet of Things (loT), and Embedded Systems. In today’s rapidly
evolving world, engineering graduates require not only strong theoretical
knowledge but also practical, industry-aligned skills, and the university
has designed its Faculty of Engineering & Technology with this vision.

The university offers B.Tech programs in Computer Science & Engi-
neering (CSE), including specializations in Al & ML, Data Science & Cloud
Computing, and Cyber Security. These programs equip students with in-de-
mand skills in machine learning, big data analytics, cloud technologies,
ethical hacking, and intelligent systems. A unique B.Tech CSE program
in collaboration with IBM and IIT Ropar further enhances learning
through advanced curriculum, expert mentorship, research exposure,
and industry-oriented projects, along with opportunities for credit trans-

fer and academic recognition.

Beyond computer science, HRIT University offers programs in Mechani-
cal Engineering, Automobile Engineering, Electronics & Communication
Engineering (ECE), Electrical & Electronics Engineering (EEE), and Civil En-
gineering. These are strengthened with specializations in EVs, loT, Embed-
ded Systems, Automation, and Smart Manufacturing, ensuring students
are industry-ready through practical training, labs, internships, and pro-

ject-based learning.

The university also emphasizes the growing importance of Al and Data
Science across sectors such as healthcare, finance, manufacturing, trans-
portation, and smart infrastructure, ensuring students are trained in data-
driven decision-making and real-world applications.

For higher studies and research, HRIT University offers M.Tech programs
in advanced domains such as Al & ML, Data Science & Cloud Computing,
VLS| & Embedded Systems, and more. Ph.D. opportunities are also available

for research-focused scholars.

With modern infrastructure, industry collaboration, innovation-driven
learning, and a strong research ecosystem, HRIT University is committed to
producing skilled engineers, innovators, and leaders ready to contribute
to national and global technological advancement.
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DPG Degree College

Al : The Common Thread Connecting Tomorrow's Engineers

e are living through one of the

most consequential moments

in the history of engineering
and human civilisation - a period in which
Artificial Intelligence has ceased to be a
specialised subject and become the com-
mon thread woven through every disci-
pline, every industry, and every ambition
worth pursuing. The pace of this shift s re-
markable. Its breadth is even more so.

As Director of DPG Degree College, |
have observed this transformation from
the heart of it - through the questions our
students ask, the challenges our faculty
tackle, and the partnerships we build with
industry. What strikes me most is not the
speed of Al's advance, but its reach. It is
no longer the exclusive domain of com-
puter scientists or technologists. It is re-
shaping every engineering branch, every
sector of the economy, and every dimen-
sion of how we identify, frame, and solve
the world's most pressing problems.

Not long ago, engineering education
was neatly compartmentalized. A me-
chanical engineer studied machines; an
electronics engineer mastered circuits; a
computer scientist wrote code. Today,
those boundaries are dissolving rapidly.
The factory floor houses robots that learn
from their own errors. Hospitals deploy
predictive algorithms that anticipate pa-
tient deterioration hours before it occurs.
Smart cities are governed by machine-
learning models making thousands of
real-time decisions without human inter-
vention. The engineer who thrives in this
world must be capable of navigating soft-
ware, data, electronics, communication
systems, and physical engineering - simul-
taneously and fluently.

Dr Prahlad Singh
Director, DPG Degree College

At DPG Degree College, our pro-
grammes in Computer Science Engineer-
ing, Al & Machine Learning, and Data Sci-
ence form the strong digital foundation
from which all our engineering disciplines
draw. But we have never treated these as
standalone offerings. They are paired with
industry-powered specializations in Artifi-
cial Intelligence, Data Science, and Full
Stack Development, ensuring that stu-
dents learn not from textbooks alone, but
directly from practitioners who are de-
ploying these technologies at scale in the
real world. Our Cloud Computing special-
ization, delivered by our highly qualified
faculty, equips students with the infra-
structure thinking that underpins every
modern enterprise - from startups to
global corporations.

In Electronics and Communication En-
gineering, the conversation has shifted
decisively toward intelligence. Our Ad-
vanced Communication specialization
prepares students for the realities of 5G,
the promise of 6G, and the demands of
satellite-enabled intelligent networking -
technologies that are not distant horizons

Akshat Goel
Vice Chairman, RKGIT

ngineering has always

been the backbone of hu-

man progress, transform-
ing ideas into practical solutions
that improve the quality of life.
In the 21st century, technologi-
cal advancements are revolu-
tionizing industries, economies,
and societies at an unprece-
dented pace. From Artificial Intel-
ligence (Al) to the Internet of
Things (loT), renewable energy,
and smart manufacturing, engi-
neering innovations are redefin-
ing the way we live, work, and
interact.

Technological advancement
also demands a strong focus on
ethics, sustainability, and social
responsibility. Engineers must
design solutions that are not
only technically sound but also
socially inclusive and environ-
mentally sustainable.

Al encompasses a range of
technologies designed to simu-
late human intelligence, includ-
ing machine learning, natural
language processing, and com-
puter vision. As Al applications
become prevalent in sectors such
as healthcare, finance, and edu-
cation, studying their social im-
pacts is becoming increasingly
important.

Engineering institutions play a
pivotal role in this transforma-
tion by nurturing future innova-
tors, researchers, and entrepre-
neurs. Raj Kumar Goel Institute
of Technology (RKGIT), Ghazi-
abad, is no longer limited to tra-
ditional classroom teaching; it
has evolved into a centre of in-
novation where students engage
in interdisciplinary learning, re-

but live deployments reshaping global
connectivity today. Our Cyber Physical
Systems programme, offered jointly
across Mechanical Engineering and ECE,
goes a step further: it bridges the digital
and physical worlds entirely, producing
engineers ready to design smart cities, au-
tonomous transport networks, and re-
sponsive healthcare infrastructure.

In Mechanical Engineering - long re-
garded as the backbone of industrial de-
velopment - the transformation brought
by Alis perhaps the most profound of all.
Our Smart Manufacturing specialization
introduces students to the defining con-
cepts of Industry 4.0: digital twins that mir-
ror physical assets in real time, predictive
maintenance systems that detect failure
before it happens, collaborative robotics
that work alongside human operators, and
automated quality control that surpasses
what any manual inspection process can
achieve. These are not future scenarios.
They are operational realities in manufac-
turing plants across India and the world,
and our graduates will be equipped and
confident to lead within them.

Yet technical excellence alone is not
enough. The engineers who will shape
this century must be curious enough to
question the assumptions embedded in
the systems they design, creative enough
toimagine solutions that have never been
tried, and ethically grounded enough to
ask not only whether something can be
built, but whether it should be. Al amplifies
human agency at an unprecedented scale
- an algorithm in a healthcare system af-
fects millions of lives; amodelin a financial
platform shapes economic opportunity for
entire communities. Our students must
understand that weight, and canry it with
care.At DPG Degree College, ethical rea-
soning and social responsibility are core
commitments woven into our pro-
grammes, not optional electives. We are
firmly convinced that the most globally
competitive engineer is also the most con-
scientious one.

Raj Kumar Goel Institute of Technology (RKGIT)
Shaping the Innovators of Tomorrow

search, product development,
and industry collaboration.
Through state-of-the-art labo-
ratories and an incubation cen-
tre, students gain practical ex-
posure to emerging
technologies and real-world

challenges.

RKGIT has adopted out-
come-based education with a
focus on goal-oriented studies,
modern teaching pedagogy,
and encouragement of creative
thinking, which helps in the

SGT University
Engineering the Future.
Empowering Innovation.
Transforming Lives.

T SGT University, stu-

dents are not waiting for

the future-they are shap-
ing it. As technologies such as
Artificial Intelligence, Robotics,
Semiconductor Design, Electric
Vehicles, Data Science, Cyberse-
curity, and Smart Infrastructure
transform industries, SGT Uni-
versity is preparing students to
become innovators, problem-
solvers, and technology leaders.

With more than Rs.3 crore
worth of industry-supported lab-
oratories, learning goes well be-
yond the classroom. These in-
clude the LEADS Centre in
collaboration with FORVIA
HELLA, the Green Hydrogen Lab,
the VLSI Design Lab under the
Government of India‘s C2S Pro-
gramme, the UltraTech Centre of
Excellence, and advanced facili-
ties in Al, Machine Learning,
Data Science, Cybersecurity,
Cloud Computing, Robotics, and
Electric Vehicles.

Strong partnerships with
leading organizations such as
Microsoft, Kalvium, Xebia,
Truechip, WissenHive, and Fu-
tureWiz provide students with

opportunities for industry-led
projects, internships, certifica-
tions, workshops, hackathons,
and experiential learning.

These efforts are reflected in
outstanding student achieve-
ments. Students have secured
placements and internships with
leading organizations including
Microsoft, Google, Adobe, Ama-
zon, Flipkart, TCS, Cognizant,
and Wipro, with placement
packages reaching up to Rs.42
LPA.

Innovation is deeply embed-
ded in the university culture.
With 54+ student startups, 150+
funded projects, 100+ patents,
technical clubs, hackathons,
scholarships, and the fully
funded SYNERGY Innovation
Programme, students are en-
couraged to transform ideas into
impactful solutions.

At SGT University, every engi-
neering discipline is being
reimagined through Al, automa-
tion, sustainability, and innova-
tion-ensuring graduates are not
only prepared for the future but
skilled to transform it for the bet-
ter tomorrow.

Shree Gur Gobind Sngh Tricenienary University
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'OTHER FACULTIES
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overall development of stu-
dents.

The future belongs to those
who innovate, and engineering
education remains the driving
force behind technological ad-
vancement and nation-building.
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Reaching Out
DELHIBJP president and
MoS Harsh Malhotraon
Thursday oversaw the en-
rolment of aroadside shoe
repairer inthe PM SVANidhi
scheme, as part of athree-
day outreachto celebrate 12
years of NDA rule under
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. While launching the
event from East Delhi’s
Farsh Bazaar, Malhotrain-
teracted with aman who
earns hislivelihood by re-
pairing shoes. When the
man showed interestin the
scheme, Malhotra assigned
his staff to help him enrol

and also explain the bene-
fits.

‘Weaving’ aFight

WHILE THE dust may have
settled onthe row over the
rejection of Meenakshi Na-
tarajan’s nomination
papers for the Rajya Sabha
elections, a group of Con-
gressworkersis notready to
give up the fight. The group
issitting on ‘satyagraha’ at
the Indian Youth Congress
office on Raisina Road for
three days. Demanding
‘free and fair’ elections, the
youthleaders are using
‘charkha’, symbolic of Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s
‘Satyagraha’, at the protest
siteunder a tent. Seven
‘charkhas’ are being used by
the protesters, and some of
them are still learning how
tospin.

Clear Answer

AT Arecent event celebra-
ting 12 years of the Modi
government, when Union
Science Minister Jitendra
Singh was asked what is the
onethingthat he regretted
notbeingable to do, he said
the space sector should
have been opened to private
players much earlier. When
pressed for a clear answer,
the Minister said: “Iregret
notbeingabletogiveyoua
satisfactory answer.”

Kerala: Yoga Day
prepleadsto
Conggovt'slatest

run-in with Gov
Shaju Philip

Thiruvananthapuram,
Junel8

THE CONGRESS-LED govern-
ment in Kerala on Thursday ex-
pressed displeasure over Gov-
ernor Rajendra Vishwanath
Arlekar convening a meeting of
various department heads and
vice-chancellors of universities
toreview preparations ahead of
International Day of Yoga (IDY).

Inaletter to Lok Bhavan, the
government said such meet-
ings fall within the responsibil-
ities of the elected government.
On Wednesday, Arlekar had
chaired a meeting of VCs, sen-
ior bureaucrats and heads of
departmentsto discuss observ-
ing IDY.

The CM’s Office said it had
got in touch with the Gov-
ernor’s office with regard tothe
meeting. The CMO said the
Governor's secretary officially
informed the Chief Secretary
that the officials had not been
invited for a separate review
meeting, but thatitwasonlyan
interaction related to the Inter-
national Day of Yoga. “The
Chief Secretary has also sent a
letter to Lok Bhavan, recording
the government’s dissatisfac-
tion over holding such a meet-
ing. Meetings and review
sessions involving government
officials fall within the execu-
tive responsibilities of the gov-
ernment. The Chief Secretary’s
letter to Lok Bhavan had urged
that caution should be exer-
cised to ensure that such inci-
dents do not take place...” the
CMO said in a statement.

AT VIVATECH, PM BATS FOR SIMPLIFYING REGULATIONS, EASE OF DOING BUSINESS

In era of disruption, technology
must deliver for all: Modi in Paris

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, June 18

UNVEILING THE country’s
technology vision for the world,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said Thursday that India be-
lieves that “in this era of dis-
ruption, technology must de-
liver for all”.

Addressing the Paris Viva-
Tech event which he attended
with French President Emma-
nuel Macron, Modi said, “Our
approach is clear. Our govern-
ment will enable and industry
will innovate. Startups will dis-
rupt and global partners will
scale with us. Together, we will
move faster than ever. I call
upon everyone in this room to
take the lead. Work with India
and deliver for all.”

“When it comes to technol-
ogy, along with innovation,
what matters is access. Tech-
nology can lead to progress,
only when it is democratized.

Indiabelievesthatinthiseraof
disruption, technology must
deliver for all,” he said.

Citingthe example of Al he
said, “Al must improve lives,
widen access, drive growth and
also help us sustain a healthy
planet. Our participation asthe
Al Country Partner at VivaTech
2026 reflects this very
vision. For India, Al means ‘All
Inclusive’.”

VivaTech Summit, Europe’s
largest technology and startup
event, is hosting an Indian pa-
vilion, the largest there this
year.

Modi’s participationin both
Bharat Innovates and VivaTech
Summit spotlights India as a
global hub for innovation, digi-
tal transformation and entre-
preneurship, and is expected to
catalyse new partnerships be-
tween Indian and European
technology ecosystems.

Recalling that 2026 is a
special year for India and Eu-

PM Narendra Modi at VivaTech
2026 Summitin Paris. pTi

rope, with the historic India-EU
Free Trade Agreement and the
India-France Year of Innova-
tion, he said France isan impor-
tant bridge that is bringing the
tech ecosystems of India and
Europe closer.

“Our technology solutions
are delivering prosperity at the
grassroots level... From space
technologies to nuclear energy,
we are expanding the frontiers
of human capability. With over

200,000 start-ups, India is one
of the most vibrant ecosystems
inthe world,” he said.

UnderliningthatIndiaisan
open society and the world’s
largest talent pool, he said, “We
are simplifying regulationsand
ensuring ease of doing busi-
ness. From innovation to com-
mercialisation, we are suppor-
ting private enterprise through
targeted incentives of over SO
billion dollars.”

Earlier in the day, Modi met
leading business executives in
Paris and held discussions on
investment opportunities and
expansion plans in India.

The discussions with the
CEOs of the French companies
focused on strengthening co-
operation across sectors rang-
ing from shipping and logistics
to railways, construction and
artificial intelligence, accord-
ing to the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA).

Modiis currently in France,

 SIX REBEL SENA (UBT) MPs TRYING TO CONVINCE SEVENTH TO JOINTHEM
As Eknath Shinde strikes one more
time, will NDA equations shift again?

LizMathew
New Delhi, Junel8

WITH SIX Shiv Sena (UBT) MPs
being a no-show at the parlia-
mentary party meeting in New
Delhi on Thursday and getting
served with ashow-cause notice,
theUddhav Thackeray-led party
isheading towards a split.

The MPs who skipped the
meeting of the parliamentary
party are Sanjay Jadhav, Sanjay
Deshmukh, Nagesh Patil Ashti-
kar, Bhausaheb Wakchaure,
Sanjay Dina Patil, and Omraje
Nimbalkar. They arelikely to ap-
proach Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla and make a formal claim
for a merger with the Shiv Sena
on June 21 or June 22, The In-
dian Express has learnt. In the
LokSabha, ShivSenaleader Ek-
nath Shinde’sson Shrikantisthe
leader.

Sources said the rebel MPs
were trying to convince Rajab-
hau Waje, the Nashik MP, tojoin
them. “We are optimistic about
him joining the rebels,” said a
source, though Waje, during the
day, attended the parliamentary
party meetingalongwith Arvind
Sawant, Anil Desai, and Sanjay
Raut on Wednesday.

Sources said another reason
forthe delay was that Nimbalkar
had sought more time to join
them for the formal meeting as
he is awaiting the verdict in the
murder case of his father, Pawan
Raje Nimbalkar, which is ex-
pected on June 20. He is ex-
pected to return to Delhi only
after the special CBI court pro-
nouncesits verdict.

The rebel MPs are learnt to
have drafted the letter they will
submit to Birla. Intheletter, they
have cited the simmering anger
about the way the Sena (UBT)
leadership hasbeen functioning
for their decision to break away,

Shiv Sena (UBT) activists protest outside the residence of MP Sanjay
Patil, accusing him of betraying the party, in Mumbai. express

sourcessaid. They have pointed
to instances in which senior
leadershad toquit the party over
their differenceswith theleader-
ship. Under Uddhav Thackeray
as working president, the Shiv
Sena saw prominent leader Na-
rayan Rane leave the party in
2005, Raj Thackeray walk out in
2006, and Eknath Shinde rebel
in 2022 with a large
group of MLAs and
MPs.

If Waje — who on
Wednesday said hewas
still with Uddhav —
also joins them, the
rebel group will have seven MPs,
one more than the required two-
thirds of the nine-member par-
liamentary party, before they
make the formal claim. Under
the Tenth Schedule of the Con-
stitution, two-thirds of thelegis-
lature party needs tomerge with
another party to avoid disqualifi-
cation.

If the merger is formalised,
the Shiv Sena will have 13-14
MPs, making it the largest NDA
constituent after the TDP (16
MPs) and the JD-U (12 MPs). If
the Nationalist Citizens Party of
India (NCPI), the outfit that Tri-

| O

namool Congress’s (TMC) 20
rebel MPs havejoined, isalsorec-
ognised, that will become the
largest NDA constituent.

The development assumes
significance in the backdrop of
the intensifying speculation
about a possible Cabinet re-
shuffle after Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi returns from the G-
7 Summit in France on
Friday.

With the Sena manag-
ing to increase the NDA
tally, which is 293 at the
moment, the ruling al-
liance will move closer to
the two-thirds majority mark of
362. Once the 20-member TMC
rebels are recognised, the NDA
tally is up to 313. Several leaders
in the Sena said the develop-
ments in Delhi show Shinde re-
mains the NDA’s key strategist
despite the BJP’s growing domi-
nance. This will provide him
with the much-needed leverage
he seems to have lost after the
BJP’s dominant show in the As-
sembly electionsin which it won
132 seats in the 288-member
House.

BJPleadershave maintained
that the party’s resolve to in-

crease its parliamentary
strength became important after
thelegislative embarrassmentin
April, when the Constitution
(One Hundred and Thirty-First
Amendment) Bill, 2026, failed to
clearthe LokSabha. To push this
Bill, which is linked to delimita-
tion and operationalising the
Women'sReservation Act, inthe
coming Parliament session, the
government wantsto get totwo-
thirds strength in the House.

A strengthened Sena may
also shift the dynamics in the
Mahayutialliancein the state. A
senior Sena leader said many
people had begun writing off
Shinde after the Assembly elec-
tions in which the BJP emerged
asthebigger force in Maharash-
tra. “But Shinde has once again
shown that he knows how to
change the game when people
think the battle is over. Shinde
hit a masterstroke.”

Though the Sena (UBT) on
Thursday tried to push back,
saying the six would be asked to
explain their absence despite a
whipbeingissued, the rebel said
awhipisapplicable only for pro-
ceedings in the House and not
internal party meetings because
of how the Supreme Court has
interpreted “voting” and “ab-
staining from voting” in the
Tenth Schedule.

The apex court in its judg-
ment in the Kihoto Hollohan vs
Zachillhu case in 1992 upheld
the constitutional validity of the
Tenth Schedule, but clarified
that disqualification under it
applies specifically to a
member’sconductinthe House.
“The whip is relevant only in
legislative proceedings, not
party forums. A party meeting,
internal consultation or an or-
ganisational gatheringis not ‘the
House’,” said a source. — WITH
VALLABH OZARKAR IN MUMBAI

Ram temple needs CEO, operations are of
the scale of small district: Nripendra Misra

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, June 18

RAM TEMPLE Construction
Committee Chairman Nrip-
endra Misra has suggested the
expeditious appointment of a
full-time Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) or administrator for the
management of the Ram
Temple complex in Ayodhya,
saying the operations at the
shrine now resemble the admin-
istration of a small district and
require dedicated professional
oversight.

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, Misra said the proposed
CEO should function under the
ShriRam Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust while enjoying
sufficient operational autonomy
in day-to-day management of
thetemple premises and associ-
ated activities.

Misra’s suggestion comes at
a time when the Ram Temple

' administration is facing allega-

Ram Temple Construction
Committee Chairman Nripendra
Misra. EXPRESS ARCHIVE

tions of misappropriation of do-
nation funds and valuables of-
fered by devotees. A three-
member Special Investigation
Team, headed by senior IAS of-
ficer Vijay Vishwas Pant, is cur-
rently probing the allegations
and examining the systems gov-
erning the receipt, storage and
management of donationsatthe
temple.

Underlining the scale of the
temple operations, Misra said

nearly one lakh devotees visit
the shrine every day: “Chhote
janpad ke barabar is 71 acre
mein gatividhiyan hain (Activ-
ities on these 71 acres are com-
parable to those in a small dis-
trict).” He drew a comparison
with the Tirupati temple oper-
ations, which are overseen by a
CEO appointed under an Act of
the state government, but said
the Ayodhya model would have
to be different as the Ram Jan-
mabhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust
is an autonomous body. “A
model will have to be worked out
without compromising the au-
tonomy of the trust.”

However, he qualified, it was
uptothetrusttodecideifa CEO
was needed. His own appoint-
ment as Chairman of the Ram
Temple Construction Commit-
teewasalsomade onthe recom-
mendation of the trust and fell
within its ambit, Mishra said.

In his personal view, a serv-
ing official may not have the

epaper.indianexpress..enm.- .

bandwidth for the time required
forthejob, Mishra, aformer prin-
cipal secretary to PM Modi,
added. “Serving officials also
face cadre- and transfer-related
issues. A CEO should ideally
continue for fivetoseven years...
Yeh aisa pad hai jahan chaubis
ghante dhyan dene ki zaroorat
hai (This is a position that
requires attention round the
clock).”

The Shri Ram Janmbhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust was consti-
tuted by the Centre, with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi an-
nouncing its formation, for the
construction and management
of the Ram Temple in Ayodhya.
As per its website, the trust has
15 members, 12 of them nomi-
nated by the Centre, and three
selected at the trust’s first meet-
ing. Arepresentative each of the
government of India and Uttar
Pradesh and the Ayodhya Dis-
trict Magistrate are ex-officio
members of the trust.

where he participated inthe G7
Summit and held talks with
several world leadersincluding
US President Donald Trump.

Among those who met
Modi in Paris Thursday was Ro-
dolphe Saade, Chairman and
CEO of CMA CGM, the con-
tainer shipping and logistics
major. The discussions focused
on maritime shipping, logistics
and global supply chains.

Modi also met Benoit Bazin,
Chairman and CEO of Saint-
Gobain, and discussed oppor-
tunities in the materials and
construction sector, with a
particular emphasis on
sustainability.

He separately met Martin
Sion, CEO of Alstom, and dis-
cussed opportunities in mobil-
ity and railway modernisation.
He also met Arthur Mensch, co-
founder and CEO of Mistral Al,
and highlighted opportunities
in India’s “growing Al eco-
system”.

DelhiHC
questions
Centre’sban
on Telegram;

verdict today

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, June18

THE DELHI High Court on
Thursday concluded arguments
and will pronounce the judg-
ment today in Telegram’s plea
challenging the government’s
order temporarily blocking the
messaging platform across India
until June22, even asthe govern-
ment termed the platform as a
"Frankenstein".

The government expressed
apprehension that if permitted
tooperate beforethe NEET (UG)
retest, scheduled onJune21, stu-
dents may come out on the
streetsand indulge in prohibited
activities, in case something goes
wrong.

A question repeatedly posed
by Justice Tejas Karia through
the nearly two-hour hearingwas
whether the temporaryblocking
order is proportional given that
the order is issued by exercising
powers under IT Act Section
69A, which are emergency
powers.

Justice Karia further orally
said, “You're concerned with a
sweepingorderbanningtheapp
... today there are certain con-
cerns or complaints thatitis not
conducive to certain exams
which are to be conducted. We
are all alive to the situation of
what happened ... without that
one particular instance, can you
block the entire app? Towhat ex-
tentcanIT Actsection 69A be ex-
ercised?... Hasitbeen exercised
inthe circumstances which war-
ranted that exercise? ... The
question here is, can you block
someone else’s right (Telegram)
to protect someone else’s right
(students)?”

Notably, while the blocking
orderhadcited thattheactionis
necessitated “in the interest of
sovereignty and integrity of
India” and “public order”, the
government at the outset on
Thursday gave up on the aspect
of "sovereignty and integrity”.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehtasaid, “Sovereignty and in-
tegrity would be an overambi-
tiousargument, Iwould confine
ittopublicorder and preventing
incitement to commission of
cognisable offence.”

Justifying that the action
taken is proportional, Mehta re-
lied on the Anuradha Bhasin
judgment of SC, which dealt
with blanket internet suspen-
sion in J&K in the aftermath of
abrogation of Article 370, to as-
sert that such temporary block-
ingis permissible.

Additionally, Attorney Gen-
eral R Venkataramani, appear-
ing forthe government, also sub-
mitted, “..somebody who can’t
take accountability or responsi-
bility, cannot plead proportion-
ality. It is a unique and peculiar
situation and therefore to apply
proportionality indiscriminately
in every specific context like this
would be completely miscon-
ceived.”

Apointed and oft repeated
argument by the government
was Telegram’sdistinct architec-
ture which makes it the “real
problem”.

New Delhi

PM Narendra Modi and French President Emmanuel Macron visit
the exhibition area at VivaTech 2026, in Paris on Thursday. Ani

Bharatis now a
trusted global
partner for world,
PM tells diaspora

Express News Service
New Delhi, June 18

UNDERLINING THE uncetr-
tainty and disruptions that de-
fined prevailing geopolitical
conditions, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday
sought to stress on the trust be-
tween nations and equal part-
nership with the Global South
for the larger benefit of man-
kind - adding that Bharat had
emerged as a trusted global
partner.

Addressingthe Indian dias-
pora, which he defined as the
bridge between India and Eu-
rope, at an event in Paris, PM
Modi also sought to underline
that while India’s status as a
trusted partner had led to the
invigoration of its business re-
lationships with several na-
tions, the aspirations and am-
bitions of 140 crore Indians
were the fuel for its continuing
journey towards development
back home.

“There was (a) time when
relations between nations were
defined by business. Today,
along with business, trust has
become as important. Every
nation wants a reliable supply
chain, stable partnership...
every nation is looking for a
partner in whom trust can be
reposed for the long term. And
inthis era, India is emerging as
atrusted partner in the world,”
he said.

“Today, the world is going
through an era of uncertainty
and disruptions.Insuch atime,
India and France’s partnership
is becoming a strong pillar of
trust, stability and cooper-
ation,” he added.

The last 12 years, he said,
were an era underlined by the
capability, dreams and aspir-
ations of 140 crore Indians and
had witnessed India’s GDP, the
number of its airports and uni-
versities double even as its
highway construction speed
has gone up three times, and
metro network four times.

“Exports have increased 35

times... mobile manufacturing
units have seen an increase of
100 times. Bharat is now the
world’s second largest mobile
phone manufacturer. This
speed and progress have re-
sulted in India becoming the
world’s fastest growing major
economy,” he said.

During the G7 Summit in
Evian, PM Modi said that he
had stressed on making trust-
based partnerships, urging that
itwasrequired to move forward
with nations of the Global
South as equal partners.

India’s message at the Sum-
mit, he said, was that global
governance will only be effec-
tive when it is inclusive; global
growth will only be sustainable
when it is shared and global
technology will only be benefi-
cial for mankind when it is
trusted.

“New energy is visible in
business relations between
India and the rest of the world.
India’s trade with France is in-
creasing continuously; in the
last few years, India has signed
free trade agreements with sev-
eral nations. Whether it is the
European Union, United King-
dom - India is signing agree-
ments with each nation and re-
gion,” he said.

Underlining the
strengthening bond between
India and France, he said,
“From defence tospace and nu-
clear, Al and critical minerals to
high-speed railways, we will
move forward together in every
field. Whether it is solar energy
or cooperation in the field of Al,
India and France, together, are
developingsolutionswhich are
for the benefit of all mankind.”

After co-chairing the Global
AI Summit, both nations were,
next year, scheduled to launch
the Trishna satellite.

“Trishna satellite will con-
tribute towards ensuringglobal
food and water security... your
contribution in all these gov-
ernment-to-government initi-
atives is very significant,” he
told the audience.

Shah meets US envoy;
terrorism, narcotics
& security discussed

Express News Service
New Delhi, June 18

ADAY after Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi met US President
Donald Trump on the sidelines
of the G7 summit in Evian,
France, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Thursday held
talks with US Ambassador to
India Sergio Gor, with both sides
focusing on strengthening se-
curity cooperation between the
two countries.

According to the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA), the dis-
cussions covered a range of is-
sues of mutual interest, includ-
ing counter-terrorism, narcotics
control, border security and law-
enforcement cooperation.

“Met US Ambassador to
India, Mr Sergio Gor in New
Delhi today. Had a detailed dis-
cussion on further
strengthening cooperation be-
tween India and the US in the
area of security, particularly in
counter-terrorism and counter-
narcotics,” Shah said in a state-
ment on Friday.

“Under theleadership of PM
Shri Narendra Modi Ji, India is

e |
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah
with US Ambassador Sergio
Gor, in New Delhi. p1i

firmly committed toadvancing
the India-U.S. Comprehensive
Global Strategic Partnership
and ensuring that the people of
both nations benefit from the
bilateral relationship,” he
added.

Gor also issued a statement
after the meeting. “Had an ex-
cellent meeting with Honorable
Home Minister Amit Shah. We
had a fruitful discussion on en-
hancing collaboration to com-
bat terrorism, shield our people
from narcotics and illicit drugs,
secure our borders, and jointly
bring criminals to justice in
both nations,” he said.
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KARNATAKA LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL POLLS

Cross-voting from JDS, BJP helps
Congress win five of seven seats

Express News Service
Bengaluru, June18

ALONG EXPECTED lines, Congress
won five of the seven seats in the bien-
nial polls held for the Legislative Coun-
cil on Thursday. The party benefitted
from alleged cross-voting by BJP and
JD(S) legislators.

The JD(S), which had nominated
Govindaraju as candidate at the last
minute, suffered from cross-voting as
he secured only 14 first preference
votes. This was fewer than the 18 first
preference votes JD(S) had by virtue of
itsstrength in the Legislative Assembly
revealing that some of its MLAs had
voted for the Congress candidate.

Due to this, Congress's fifth candi-
date Vinay Karthik secured an easy win.
Karthik is an aide of Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar.

“I received more votes than ex-
pected. I was expecting 28, including
second preference votes. I got 32," he
told reporters following the polls. Each
candidate had to secure a minimum of
27.63 first preference votes from MLAS
to win the polls. In case of a tie, second
preference votes are counted.

Thewinning candidatesinclude Kar-
nataka Pradesh Congress Committee
president BK Hariprasad, whoreturned

Karnataka CM DK Shivakumar congratulates Congress candidates who emerged

victorious in Legislative Council polls. pri

to the Karnataka Legislative Council for
a second term with 30 first preference
votes. Tippannappa Kamaknoor, whois
also elected for a second term with 30
votes; PV Mohan with 29 and Shivanna
Malavalli with 30 votes are the other win-
ning candidates from Congress.

JD(S) expectations of getting excess
votes from BJP had fallen flat, as BJP de-
cided to cast 30 first preference votes for
each of its candidates — two more than
the minimum threshold. However, a
few BJP MLAs appear to have also cross-
voted as one of its candidates Lingaraj
Patil secured only 27 first preference

votes. However, was declared winner in
the elimination round.

Patil said that he had not expected
cross-voting during the polls. "Party
leaders will take note of itand take a call.
We will know who cross-voted," he said.

BJP candidate Raghu Kautilya got
29 first preference votes, one less than
expected fuelling concerns over cross-
votingin the saffron party. According to
him, one vote cast to him was invali-
dated. AICC general secretary Randeep
Singh Surjewala, told anews conference
that all five Congress candidateswonin
the first round.

Kerala organ trafficking;
ED conducts searches

Express News Service
New Delhi, June18

THE ENFORCEMENT Director-
ate (ED) on Thursday conducted
searchesat10locationsin Kochi
and nearby areas as part of a
money launderinginvestigation
linked to an alleged human
organ trafficking racket, official
sources said.

The searches were carried out
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) at sus-
pects’ premises and hospitalsin
Kochi. The case stems from FIRs
registered inconnectionwithan
alleged organ trafficking net-
work that issuspected to have fa-
cilitated through forged docu-
ments and middlemen.
Investigators are examiningthe
money trail generated by the al-

leged racket. The policeinvesti-
gation had identified a network
allegedly involved in arranging
illegal organ transplantation for
monetary consideration. The
probe had led tothe arrest of sev-
eral accused, including alleged
kingpin Mohammed Najeeb.
Theracketinvolved preparation
of forged documents to portray
unrelated donors as relatives of
recipients, enablingorgan trans-
plants that would not have re-
ceived statutory approval said
officials. They allegedly targeted
financially distressed persons,
payingdonorsRs SlakhtoRs.10
lakh while charging recipients
uptoRs25lakh. ASpecial Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) has been
constituted toinvestigate crimi-
nal conspiracy and human
trafficking charges.

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj

finbaerikanol ni'rrnl_r-ll.nll'\-ﬂ.
1* floor, Terminal 1, Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport,
Zantacruz (E), Mumbai - 400 099,

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN BIDDING PROCESS FOR

GAIFBO CONCESSION AT CSMI AIRPORT

Mumbai Inteamational Airport Limited (“MIAL") invites reputed parties to
participate inthe competitive bidding process for undertaking General
Aviaton'Fixed Base Oparations Concassion at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Infernational Airport (“CSMIA™ ), Mumbai,

The parties can parlicipate by submilting required documents and the
re-qmsrte fee as speclﬂed inthe TFnl:]Elr Hqtu::e H\-‘Eﬂﬂtﬂa on fu!llmmng fink:

LJpnn payment ufpremnhed fee and 5ul:lrn|5=nnn of requmlte dﬂcuments
the Interested parties shall be provided with access to the tendes

HINDUSTAN PETROLEUM CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Maharatna Company)
Registered Office: Patroieurn Housa, 17, Jamshedji Tata Road, Chunchgate, Mumial - 400 020
CIN: (23201 MH1952G0INNEA5E Tel-022-2286 3900 Extn.3201/3204
E-mail: hpelinvestorsi@mall.hpel.co.in Website : www.hindustanpetrobaum.com

NOTICE TO SHAREHOLDERS
TRANSFER OF EQUITY SHARES TO INVESTOR EDUCATION & PROTECTION FUND

Mobica 15 given pursuant 1o the prowislons of the Companles Act, 2013 read with the Investor
Education and Protection Fund Authority :l:n-untln , Audit, Transfer and Refund} Rules,
2016("the Rules’) &s notified and amm-:!ladl::-ﬂ Hlﬂtﬁtl'ﬁf Eﬂrpumte.ﬁ.ﬂ'airs. Mew Delhi
In compliance with the provisions of Section 124(6) of the Companies Act, 2013, individual
commumcabions) ware sent to those shareholders whose shares ane Bsble to be transferrad io |EPF
Authonty under the said Rules for not claiming the dividend(s) for 7 consecutive years, 2., from FY
2018-19 (Final) Uil FY 2025-26 (Interim). The mmpan%has uploaded the detalls of all unclaimed
dividends including the dividend/ shares of Y 2018-13 | Fanal) duse for transfar to IEPF Authorty onits
website- hifps:hwww.hindustanpetroleun, com/pagesiUnclaimed-Dwvidend
View above, shareholders are requested to verify and claim the unpaid FY 2ﬂ1E-191Flnal] Dividend,
if any, which is dus for [EPF transfer in the monith of September 2026, immediately, but not [ater
than September 11, 2026 before the same is franslermed to the IEPF Authariby along with: the
uv‘ﬂérlpr? shares, F all the subssquent dividand(s) also remain unclaimed, Shareholders are also
to ckaim all the unclaimed dividends of other years in their respective folios) in addition 1o
afuresau:l FY 2018-18 (Fingd) Dividend,
Since. SEBI has made updation of KYC details (EmailAddress/PAN/MobileiBank/Signature etc.)
mandatory, Shareholders are requested to update the KYC details, ifnot already updated, in order o
claim the aforesaid unclaimed dividends I:l)_'l_appmachlng their respective Depository Participants {in
case of Damal Shaves) ! the Registrar and Transfer Agents (RTA} {in case of Physical Shares). Alse,
updation of Email address l.l.'lllTamIrta!a recaipt of all fulure communication relating toAnnual F'.Epﬂns.
Dividend elo. from the Company
plensebemtedthati!ﬂo claimiapplication is received by the Cmnpanr or the IEI.'-BF
and Transfer ga-nls (RTA) by September 11, 2026, the Company shall with a v
; ng with the requirements set ouf in the Rules, transfer the underlying shares tﬂ tha
IEP ﬂmhanly by following the due process as enumerated in the said Ru whln:h is briefly
as under:
iy Imcase of shares hald in phyzical form - by issuance of duplicate share certificate and
transfer the same to IEPF Authority. Upon such transfer, the original share carbficateds) lving
with the shareholder will stand automatically cancelled and deemed non-negotiabla
il} In case of shares held in Demat mode - by issuance of Instruction to member's DP to
transfer the shares directly to IEPF Authority
Kindly note that all future benefits, dividends arising on sach shares would also be ransferred o IEPF
Authority, Il may also be notad that as per the present rules, the sharas fransferred to [EPF Autharity,
including all benefits accruing on such shares, if any. can be claimed back from the |EPF Authori
after follo wmg!hEprme-?@f-Epﬁcrlbadundar1hE saud Rulas,
Shareholders are therefore requested to nole the aforasaid provisions and submil the claim for
unpaid dvidends to Company's BTA, Mis, MUFG Intime India Py Lid. Unit; Hindustan Petroleum
C ation Ltd., C- 1I}T 4? Park, L.B.5 Marg, Wikheoll (W), Murmbai - 400083, Tel, Mo +81
108116767, E-mail: investor. Mmdesu@_n mpms.mufa.com, immediately, but not | han

September 11, 2026

For Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited

Place : Mumbai Rakesh Kumar Singh

documeants containing qualification criteria and terms. Please chack the
above link for last date and time for submission of application

Mote: MIAL resarves the rghtl to cancel lender process atl any tlimea
without prior nofice or without assigning any reason whatsoever

Date : 19/06/2026

Company Secretary

Eites | @ mod | hpe
wwia hind stanpetnloum. cam

IRCON INTERNATIONAL LIMITED
MAYRATHNA COMPANTY
| Gaowel. ol india Undertaking)
‘Wabsite: warw.ircon.org, CIN - LAS30A0L 19 THGI00081 71

AT V//171//4
e-Tender Notice

ieTandar Mo.; IRCONSIDCOMIEE-TE0M00T Einct JEKPackag « Duldoor Electrical Works Khenmob'S4, - D, 123,08 2038
a-ienders for and on behalf of Gavi. of Jammu and Keshmir, Unicn Territory of Jammu and Bashmir [UT)
&5 inwited Trom bidders meeting qualfyng requrements for the work of *Supply, Erection, Tegling and
Commissioning of 11KV Ovarhead Ling, 1110420 kv Distribution Transformer, 100 Kva DG Sal,
Riaad lighting and its allied works; for Mew Industrial Estates (MIE) at Khunmoh in Srinagar
District of J&K." - [Package - Outdoor Ebectrical Works Khunmoh)",

Esfimated cost of the work T 2,72 8T, ME2.00 pnchiding al lages)
Last Date and Time of e-Bld Submission G307 2026 at 1500 hrs

For further detais, visil wabsile hitps:ietenders gov.infeprocisralapp. Corngendurm, if any, wauld ba
Frerslesd] oty oo Bt vistads e, General Managen'CivillPH ammu, Jammus-{J&R), PE: 180045,

. 3W 3R ISR #Areg

MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

‘ROZGAR YA KAROBAAR
SAATH HAI BHARAT SARKAR

emad:tdrcel11@icon.on & okesh gupofircon.org Wobie o, 56753752
UJVN LIMITED

H.O.: "UJJWAL", Maharani Bagh, G.M.3, Road, Dehradun-248006

:elep:'u::-nes: 013 ‘..]..II‘I:I Fa: 0135-2

Letter Na: 518 Diate: 180820268

Tender Cancellation Notice

Tha invited e-Tender No. 1% EE(Crwil) f MB-Il / Chinyalisaur / 2025-26
invited by Office of the Executive Engineer (Civil), Maner Bhali Stage-Il,
Chinyalisaur, Uttarkashi is hereby cancelled due to inevitable reason.

Executive Engineer (Civil)
MB-Il Chinyalisaur,Uttarkashi

“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY"

Hﬁﬂwﬂm%wm

Pradhan Mantri Viksit Bharat Rozgar Yojana
Hon'ble Prime Minister

Shri Narendra Modi
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Employment to 15 Lakh Beneficiaries
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In the august presence of

Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya Sushri Shobha Karandlaje

Hon'ble Union Minister for Labour & Employment Hon'ble Minister of State for Labour & Employment
and Youth Affairs & Sports, Government of India and Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises, Government of India
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Chhattisgarh BJP leader,
2 Kkindiein burning car;
4 of rival family arrested

Jayprakash S Naidu
Raipur, Junel8

A BJP leader died after being
trapped in a burning car that
policesuspect wasdeliberately
setablaze overalong-standing
sand mining rivalry in Chhat-
tisgarh's Koreadistrict Tuesday
evening. Two of his relatives
alsodied inthe alleged attack.

"Prima facie, forensic ex-
perts said the accused poured
fuel to burn the victims alive
but have not yet submitted
theirreport," asenior police of-
ficer said. Four men from the
same family have been arrested
--Vishal, Satyakumar, Akshay
and Mahendar.

The incident took place in
Katgodi village under Sonhat
tehsil Tuesday evening when
thedeceased, Bharat Singh, 53,
was travellingwith some ofhis
relatives. The suspects alleg-
edly arrived in a light tipper
truck and rammed into their
car. While police initially said
the car had caught fire in the
collision, they now suspect it
was set ablaze using fuel.

According to police, the
crash caused the car doors to
jam, trapping the occupants.
While Bharat Singh died, his
brother, Nagendra Singh, suf-
fered nearly 80 percent burn
injuriesand succumbed tothe
injuries at the hospital.

Indianteen dies
inhorse carriage
accidentduring
hisfirsttriptoNY

Press Trust of India
New York, June18

ANINDIAN teenager died while
trying to save his mother, who
was thrown from a horse-drawn
carriage after the horse suddenly
bolted at the famous Central
Park in New York City.

Romanch Mahajan, 18, was
on hisfirst trip to New York with
his family when the incident
took place on Wednesday, The
New York Times reported.

The driver stopped to take a
family picture, and inaninstant,
the horse bolted. It tore up onto
the sidewalk and bumped onto
the grass, accelerating crazily,
the driver racing behind, the re-
port added. “We were yelling,
'Help me, helpme!” Deepak Ma-
hajan, Romanch's father, said.

The family clung desperately
to one another, but when
Deepak's wife, Priya, fell out of
the carriage, Romanch jumped
down to try to help her, he said.

“My son, just to save his
mother, hefell off,” said Deepak.
“He was screaming, 'Mom!"

“The horse got scared and
ransuper fast,” Tatianna Bresler,
who works at the Tavern on the
Green, told The New York Post.

Bresler, who called 911 as
soon as she saw the crash and
heard screaming, said a wit-
nesswas able toslow down the
runaway horse before the car-
riage flipped.

BJP leader Bharat Singh

Another relative survived
andisbeingtreated forinjuries.
Meanwhile, a fourth relative,
Virendra Pratap Singh, 32, an
occupantofthesecond car, was
allegedly assaulted by thegang
and succumbed to hisinjuries.

Bharat Singh is believed to
have been elected to the local
panchayatwith BJPsupportin
1995 but, “due to health issues
and his business commit-
ments, he has not held any
post”, aBJP source said.

Police suspect the attack
stemmed from an old business
rivalryrelated tosand mining.
Adaybeforethekillings, aver-
bal altercation had reportedly
taken place between the two
families.

On Tuesday, Bharat Singh
and his associates allegedly
went to meet members of the
rival group after a phone con-
versation, followingwhich the
confrontation turned violent.

‘TRIAL COURT VIRTUALLY SET GUIDELINES FOR VICTIM’S RESPONSE’

‘Perturbing’: Goagovtmoves
HC agalnst Tejpal acquittal

Pavneet Singh Chadha
Panaji, June18

WHILE CHALLENGING theac-
quittal of Tarun Tejpal, the
former editor-in-chief of Te-
helkawho was charged with sex-
ually assaulting his-then col-
leagueinaGoahotelin2013, the
Goa government Thursday ar-
gued before the High Court of
Bombay at Goa the manner in
which trial court dealt with the
sensitive case was “perturbing”.
The state government sub-
mitted that the trial court had
doneeverything “whichitcould
not have done and ought not to
have done” in the case.
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the state
government, told aBench ofthe
High Court of Bombay at Goa:
“Theoffenceitselfis very serious
in nature, butwhatis perturbing
is the manner in which the trial
court dealt with such a sensitive
issue. While the trial court is
dealing with an NDPS case or a
riot case or a murder case, a dif-
ferent level of sensitivity is
required.. whiledealingwith an
offence where a girl, who treats
someone as her father, and ad-
mittedly the girl’s friend is the
daughter of the accused”.
“..that something which is
[a] sexual offence, the law

Tarun Tejpal

requires...it to be dealt with dif-
ferently, because of the very sen-
sitivity involved in this case.
Here, if  may say, the trial court
has done everything which it
could not have done and ought
not to have done in a matter of
this offence. The trial court vir-
tuallylaysdown guidelinesasto
how the victim should respond
insuch circumstances,” he said.

Thewoman had complained
that Tejpal had sexually as-
saulted her in the hotel elevator
on November 7, 2013, and No-
vember 8, 2013.

In 2021, a sessions court in
Goa acquitted Tejpal of all
charges, observingthat the com-
plainant “did not demonstrate
any kind of normative behav-
iour” that a victim of sexual as-
sault “might plausibly show™.
Ruling there was no medical evi-
dence, the court said the

woman’s messages to the ac-
cused clearly establish that she
was neither “traumatised nor
terrified” and this “completely
belies” the prosecution’s case.

Tejpal was acquitted of all
charges, including under IPC
Sections 341 (wrongful re-
straint); 342 (wrongful confine-
ment); 354 (assault or criminal
force with intent to outrage
modesty); 354A (sexual harass-
ment); 354B (assault or use of
criminal forcetowoman within-
tent todisrobe); 376 (2)(f) (person
in position of authority over
women, committing rape); and
376(2)(k) (rape by person in posi-
tion of control). The Goagovern-
ment had subsequently filed an
appealin the High Court of Bom-
bay at Goa challenging the ac-
quittal.

In its judgment in 2021, the
trial court had said there was no
corroborative evidence suppor-
tingthe allegations made by the
complainant. “Itisextremely re-
vealing that the prosecutrix’sac-
count neither demonstrates any
kind of normative behaviour on
herown part —that a prosecutrix
of sexual assault on consecutive
two nights might plausibly show
nordoesitshow any such behav-
iour on the part of the accused”.

Thetrial courthad said itwas
unnatural on the part of the

Errors galore in Odisha textbooks: Officials
say concerns ignored, gross negligence

Sujit Bisoyi
Bhubaneswar, June 18

THE ERRORS in textbooks pre-
pared by the State Council of
Educational Research and
Training (SCERT), Odisha, were
blamed by officials who spoke to
Thelndian Expresson areduced
publishing turnaround, copy-
ing content from NCERT text-
books, inadequate proofreading
and negligence.

Odisha’s Niyamgiri Hills are
stated to be in Jharkhand, and
the Karnataka Assembly build-
ing is identified as Odisha Vid-
han Sabha in the Class 8 social
science book. Sir Isaac Newton
is described as the “greatest
pilot” in the Class 8 science
book, and Hampi in Karnataka
is identified as the Konark Sun
Temple in another Class 8 book
entitled Jasmine. As many as
1,678 errors were detected across
55 new SCERT textbooks for stu-
dentsin classes1to 8, including
factualinaccuracies, grammati-
cal errors, spelling mistakes and
wrong references. At 705, the
Class 8 textbooks have the high-
est errors.

“It took at least three years
for the NCERT to prepare text-
books, whereasthe SCERT set a
deadline of just six months.
Concerns raised over inad-
equate timing to develop con-
tent before final publication
were ignored,” said an official,
requesting anonymity.

Ram Mandir

FROMPAGE1

collections from the 35-odd do-
nation boxes fixed across the
shrine premises are brought
and counted.

With around onelakh devo-
tees visiting the temple daily,
the counting is done in two
shifts — roughly 8 am to 2 pm,
and 2pmto 8 pm —byabout 20
tellers each.

Daily donations are esti-
mated to be Rs 8 to Rs 13 lakh.
But, as per an employee of the
Ram Janmabhoomi Kshetra
Teerth Trust, deployed in the
counting room, “There are days
when it reaches Rs 50 to Rs 60
lakh.”

The employee is among
those who has been questioned
by a three-member Special In-
vestigation Team (SIT) ap-
pointed by the Uttar Pradesh
government to probe allega-
tions that gold, silver and dia-
mond ornaments donated by
devotees have been replaced
with fake items, besides money
being stolen, from the temple’s
collection.

The SIT is stationed at

‘Green House’, also located a
stone’s throw from the shrine,
and is examining records, and
the process of counting, book-
keepingand deposit of funds, as
well as talking to officials in-
volved in managing donations
and maintaining accounts.
Sources said the SIT’s pre-
liminary report is expectedina
day or two, and the final report
next week. Police have received
no formal complaints so far.
Amid the ongoing row, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath willbe
visiting Ayodhya on Friday
noon, and is scheduled to visit
the temple apart from inaugu-
ratinga Ramayan Wax Museum
and a municipal zonal office.

The counting

At the top of the pyramid is
key Ram Janmabhoomi
Kshetra Teerth Trust member
Anil Mishra, whoisin-charge of
the entire donation process
from storage to counting to use
of the funds — and operates
from an office adjoining the
counting hall.

The official directly over-
seeing the counting is Subhash

e SOMEMISTAKES IN CLASS 8 BOOKS

® Odisha’s Niyamgiri Hills are
stated to be in Jharkhand

® Karnataka Assembly
building is identified as
Odisha Vidhan Sabha

® Sirlsaac Newton is
described as the
“greatest pilot”

© Hampiin Karnataka v
is identified as the
Konark Sun Temple

What happens now

The SCERT said
students would
continue with the

same books

throughout the
&:i' academic year,

with corrections to

be made only in
books published for
the next academic year.

Speaking about Odisha Vid-
han Sabhaidentified as the Kar-
nataka Assembly, another offi-
cial said that it probably
happened due to over-reliance
onthe NCERT textbook --which
carriesaphoto of the Karnataka
Assembly -- during desktop
publishing.

The books have been dis-
tributed in many districts, and
the SCERT clarified Thursday
that students would continue
with the same books through-
outthe academicyear, with cor-
rections to be made only in
books published for the next
academic year.

SCERT director Madhus-
mita Sahoo told reporters that
books under the new curricu-
lum had already been dis-
tributed amongstudents for the
current 2026-27 academic year.
“We have detected the errors...
instructions have beenissued to

Srivastava, a retired bank official
who works under Mishra. Each
shift has different shift in-
charges, whoworkunder Srivas-
tava. And finally, for every four-
fivetellers, thereisa supervisor.

All the employees who are
part of this exercise are either
staffers of State Bank of India
(SBI) — who have been out-
sourced by the bank and often
chosen by trust officials — or
members of the trust and local
RSSleaders.

The donation boxes are
emptied as and when they fill
up. At least four people are
required to be present when
thisisdone, including trust staff
and a SBIemployee. The money
is transferred to iron box con-
tainers, locked, and driven in
carts to the counting room, with
CCTVs tracking their move-
ment.

At the counting centre, the
currency notes, coins and other
offerings such as pieces of jewel-
lery are segregated, before
being assigned to the tellers,
who do the counting stationed
at different counters across the
hall. The staff can leave the
counting room only for toilet
breaks and food, available just
outside the hall. No one can
leave the building during their

the teachers to point out the er-
rors in classrooms while teach-
ing the subjects. The teachers
will rectify the errors for the stu-
dents in some cases, while for
upper classes, the students will
rectify the errorson the instruc-
tions of the teachers,” added
Sahoo.

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, Odisha school and mass
education secretary N Thiru-
mala Naik said he will not com-
ment anything on the matter as
a committee headed by devel-
opment commissioner will find
out what went wrong.

With the BJP government
deciding to implement the Na-
tional Education Policy (NEP)in
Odisha, it had also decided to
overhaul the school curriculum,
aligning it with the NCERT cur-
riculum.

Officials familiar with the
matter said the textbooks were

shift.

Once counting is com-
pleted, the cashisagain packed
into bank containers or boxes,
and sealed under supervision
before being transported to the
SBIbranch every morning. The
cash is then deposited into the
trust’s designated donation ac-
count, after the bank has done
itsown verification. SBl alsoin-
forms the trust about the
amount credited and updates
the account records.

A senior official said the ac-
countisa “no-chequebook” ac-
count. “For any expenditure,
bills or payments, such as to
vendors, contractors or service
providers, the money is trans-
ferred digitally from accountto
account.”

Nripendra Mishra, Chair-
man of the Construction Com-
mittee of the Ram Temple, said
the fundraising that was done
for the building of the shrine
was acompletely separate exer-
cise, with the approximately Rs
3,500 crore raised at the time
deposited and accounted forin-
dependently.

Apart from the counting
centre staff, the Ram Janmab-
hoomi Kshetra Teerth Trust
also employs thousands, in-
cluding security guards, cooks,

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

prepared in just six months.

Under the SCERT proce-
dure, once a textbook manu-
script is prepared in line with
prescribed guidelines, it’s sub-
mitted to a review committee
for scrutiny and approval, fol-
lowing which it is sent for desk-
top publishing (DTP).

Once the DTP is completed,
the manuscript undergoes at
least two rounds of corrections
and proofreading before being
sent to the subject experts for
further review.

“...asix-month timeframe is
not at all adequate to complete
the process following all the
procedures,” said ateacher, part
of a committee which was
formed for the preparation of
the new textbooks.

A day after Odisha CM
Mohan Charan Majhi expressed
displeasure over the mistakes
and ordered a probe, acommit-
tee headed by development
commissioner DK Singh was
formed Thursday. The commit-
tee is expected to question
SCERT officials and members of
the textbook preparation com-
mittees and submit a report
within seven days.

“While this government fails
to provide textbooksto children
ontime, the textbooks that have
been provided are also riddled
with numerous errors, shatter-
ing children’s hopes for educa-
tion,” wrote ex-CM Naveen Pat-
naikon X.

cleaners. Nearly 40 ex-Ar-
mymen are among the staff
members.

The Sangh worry

RSS sources admitted that
there was concern in the ranks
about the damaging accusa-
tions, with the role of VHP vice-
president and Ram Janmab-
hoomi Kshetra Teerth Trust
general secretary Champat Rai,
and former RSS prant pra-
charak Gopal Rao, who was
brought in incidentally after
controversies related to land
deals of the trust, and is in-
charge of daily activities such as
darshan, comingunder acloud.

Anil Mishra and Subhash
Srivastava, who are directly in-
volved with the funds—and, in
Mishra’s case, also of hiringem-
ployees — have RSS links too.
While Mishra, a homoeopathic
doctor, hasbeen the RSS’s prant
karyawah for Awadh for years,
Srivastavaisaveteran RSS sang-
hachalak of Acharya Nagar area
in Ayodhya.

As the overall in-charge of
running of the shrine, Rai is
among the most powerful
people associated with the
temple, with a say in most ap-
pointments. While other RSS
leaders such as sah-sarkarya-

woman to message Tejpal about
her location in the hotel where
she was chaperoning a promi-
nentUS actor. “If the prosecutrix
had been recently again been
sexually assaulted by the ac-
cused and was terrified of him
and notinaproper state of mind,
why would she report to the ac-
cused and disclose herlocation,
when she could have reported to
(three women),” the court had
noted in thejudgment.

“The unnatural conduct of
the prosecutrixis again relevant
under Section 8 of the Evidence
Act. The prosecutrix had ad-
mitted that there are two SMSes
sent from her phone to the ac-
cused on 8/11/2013...and that
these messages were not sentby
her in response to any mess-
ages...The prosecutrix sending
the above message to the ac-
cused proactively without any
attemptbyhimtoaskherwhere
she was, and her sending the
same message thriceinthespan
of averyfew minutes, clearly es-
tablishes that the prosecutrix
was not traumatised nor terri-
fied of beinglocated or found by
the accused and completely
belies the prosecution case that
immediately before the said
messages, the accused had sex-
ually assaulted the prosecutrix
again,” the court had added.

Chandigarh
cashierkilling
was aplanned

hit, say police

Jagpreet Singh Sandhu
Chandigarh, June 18

THE MURDER of a cashier ata
Sector 11 chemist shop in Chan-
digarh last week was allegedly
a planned hit and not a case of
mistaken identity, with police
sources claiming that the vic-
tim had been identified before-
hand and surveilled before the
attack.

Police sources told The In-
dian Express the suspected
kingpin, Amit Kumar, the latest
among those arrested by
Jammu and Kashmir Police, al-
legedly spent around Rs 25,000
on each of the two arrested ac-
cused — Sunny Mehra and
Aryan Sharma — before the
shooting, arranging clothes,
shoes and other logistics.

Police suspect the duo were
recruited to execute the Killing
and had been promised addi-
tional payment after the job
was completed.

The fresh details emerged
hours after Sunny and Aryan
were injured in a police en-
counter on Thursday morning
when they allegedly attempted
to escape custody and opened
fire at apolice team while being
brought to Chandigarh from
Jammu, where they had been
arrested aday earlier in connec-
tion with the June 13 murder of
Janki Das, 45, a cashier at Shri
Kumar Medicos in Sector 11.

wah Krishna Gopal and former
sarkaryawah Bhaiyaji Joshi visit
and coordinate, their role is
largely advisory.

A local RSS office-bearer
said: “Several employees have
been selected without proper
scrutiny, just based on being
relatives of someone. Thatisthe
root cause of the present prob-
lem.”

A source in the Sangh said:
“Champat ji manages trust af-
fairslike an RSS office, and that
doesn’t help.”

The Indian Express reached
out to Rai, Mishra and Srivas-
tava, but they were unavailable
or declined to speak. Rao said,
“Now that the SITisconducting
a probe, let’s wait for its out-
come before reaching any con-
clusions.”

Another trustee, Dinendra
Das of the Nirmohi Akhara,
said: “I am sure that whoever
has committed any wrong will
be punished. I can’t say any-
thing more at this stage.”

Asourcewhoworkswith the
trust office said that a few weeks
before the controversy broke,
Rai wasinvolved in a heated ex-
change with senior Sangh
leaders such as Bajrang Dal
founder Vinay Katiyar. In the
wake of the row, Katiyar blamed
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The mangled remains of an SUV that pIunged into gorge. PTi
HIMACHAL PRADESH

7 killed as SUV falls into Chamba

gorge, police suspect driver fatigue

SEVEN PEOPLE including six from a family, were killed after
their SUV veered off the road and plunged nearly SO0 metres
intoadeep gorge near Chhatrund on the Chamba-Masroond
road in Himachal Pradesh's Chamba district Wednesday night.
Accordingtothe police, the victims were returning to their
homes after attending a mundan (tonsure) ceremony in Kak-
rodavillage when the accident occurred late at night. Vijay
Kumar Saklani, Superintendent of Police, Chamba, said all
seven occupants of the Mahindra Bolero died on the spot. Sak-
lani said, "The preliminary probe suggests the driver lost con-
trol...The area where the vehicle veered off is secluded.
Chamba-Masroond road isalinkroad where the incident took
place." Police hasinitiated further investigation. ENS

3bank staff held
for missing gold

from lockers

THREE EMPLOYEES of the
Firozabad branch of Bank of
India were arrested on
Thursday for allegedly em-
bezzling 96 packets
containing gold ornaments
keptin customer lockers,
police said. The accused are
Dilip Kumar, credit officer;
Naresh Kumar, officer; and
Sandeep Yadav, the branch
manager. Police said agold
waist ornament (kardhani)
and a pair of bracelets were
recovered and are suspected
tobe part of the missing
property. The accused have
beenbooked under BNS sec-
tions of criminal breach of
trust and criminal conspi-
racy,amongothers. PTI

Mandies after
falling into valley
at Lohagad Fort

A MAN, 24, died after he fell
into a 350-feet-deep valley
while visiting Lohagad Fort
near Lonavalain Maharash-
traon Thursday. According
tothe police, Ketan Vishal
Agarwal went to Lohagad
Fort foratrek. Around 10
am, he slipped into a valley.
He was declared dead at the
hospital, Lonavala Rural
police said. “Theincident
took place around 10 am.
The victim had gone to Lo-
hagad Fort with some of his
friends and relatives.
Further probeison,” police
inspector Dinesh Tayade
said. Police sources said
that Ketan was about to get
married later this year. ENS

NEET aspirant, 17, dies
by suicide in Lucknow

Express News Service
Lucknow, June18

A17-YEAR-OLD NEET aspirant
died by suicide at her Lucknow
home Wednesday morning,
three days before the NEET-UG
re-examination on June 21.
Station House Officer, Bazar
Khala police station, Brijesh
Singhsaid her parentstold police
their daughter had been upset
sincethe May 3NEET exam was
cancelled. No suicide note was
found in herroom. The National
Testing Agency (NTA) on Tues-
day cancelled the NEET-UG
exam citinga “paper leak”, more
than aweek after over22.051akh
candidates appeared for it.
Singh told The Indian Ex-
press, “The girl's father, whoisa
railway official, said hisdaughter
had told them thatshehad done
very well in the previous NEET

trust officials, saying: “Such
people have no placein the trust
and should be removed... Sab
ke sab chor hain (All of them are
thieves).”

A national-level pracharak
who hasbeen involved with the
Ram Temple since the 1980s
said the allegations have “tar-
nished the Sangh image”.
“Ashok Singhal jiand Moropant
Pingle ji, both prime architects
of the temple movement, never
wanted the temple that was
built to be managed by a trust.
Theywould have never allowed
it.”

With elections ahead, the
Opposition believes it has an
issueto put the Adityanath gov-
ernment on the mat, particu-
larly as it is linked to a project
championed by the BJP. Sa-
majwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav has called the charges of
misappropriation of Ram
Temple funds “extremely
shameful” and called out “gov-
ernment silence” as “suspi-
cious”.

Congress state chief Ajay
Rai, who visited Ayodhya
Thursday, accused the BJP of
“selling faith”. “Those who
came in the name of religion
have bartered it... There is or-
ganised robbery,” he said, ad-

Another student
diesin Gujarat

A 17-YEAR-OLD boy who was
preparing for the NEET-UGre-
examination died allegedly by
suicide in Ahmedabad on
Thursday. D V Rana, ACP, L
Division, said the minor had
died of severe injuries caused
by a fall from his building. ACP
Ranasaid, “The boy’s maternal
uncle said that hehad given the
previous NEET examination,
which was cancelled. In self-as-
sessment, he had counted on
scoring well...” ENS

exam. She was depressed after it
wasdeclared cancelled. Shewas
not able to prepare for the up-
coming examination... she said
shewas notableto concentrate.”

dingthat culpability went right
to the top.

Examples from other

temples

A trustee at the Kashi Vish-
wanath Temple said he did not
remember any incident of the
kind being alleged at Ayodhya.
“We have around 50 donation
boxes and they are opened
every Friday and Tuesday, with
countingdoneinaverandah of
the temple by women devotees
working for free, in the presence
of two government nominees
and bank officials (at present
HDFC bank)... Everything is
transparent and on camera, in
the open.”

At Vindhyachal Temple,
another prominent UP temple,
donationsare collected by pan-
das who operate in shifts.
Money in donation boxes is
then counted in the presence of
government officials. A leader
of the pandas at Vindhyachal
said: “The only controversy re-
lated to counting in my mem-
ory is that of January 2016,
when a person was caught steal-
ing currency on camera and an
FIR was immediately filed

against him.” WITH
INPUTS BY MAULSHREE SETH,
LUCKNOW
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Andhra Pradesh opens doors
to doctors nationwide, scraps
state registration requirement

NikhilaHenry
Hyderabad, June18

IN A firstin the country, doc-
tors from across India will be
allowed to practicein Andhra
Pradesh without them regis-
tering independently with
Andhra Pradesh Medical
Council. Doctors from other
states will also be exempted
from taking a No Objection
Certificate from the state or
unionterritory they are regis-
tered with before practicing
in Andhra Pradesh.

With this, Andhra Pradesh
becomes the first state to re-
move registration barriers for
doctors from across India.

An order to this effect was
issued on June 11 by the de-
partment ofhealth and family
welfare in AP. The order read:
“In pursuance of the policy
decision of the Government
under PA-19 (Priority Area-19)
and in order to facilitate ease
of practice for qualified
medical practitioners, the
Government of Andhra Pra-
desh hereby notifies that any
person possessing a
recognized medical qualifica-
tion and holdinga valid regis-
tration with any State Medical
Council or Union Territory
Medical CouncilinIndiashall
be permitted to practiceinthe
State of Andhra Pradesh”.

The current law requires
doctors registered under a

Doctorswill also be
exempted from tak-
inga NOC fromthe
stateor UT'they are
registered with
beforepractisingin
Andhra Pradesh

state medical council to de-
register from their state of
practice and secure a No Ob-
jection Certificate to re-
register and practice in
anotherstate. Thisisthenorm
that the new order seeks to
change.

It states that the Andhra
Pradesh Medical Council
“may obtain such particulars,
declarations and information
through its online portal as

may be required for
verification and maintenance
of records”.

This, however, does not
mean that the state will
exempt “any medical practi-
tioner from compliance with
the provisions of the National
Medical Commission Act,
2019, applicable regulations,
professional ethics, disciplin-
ary proceedings or any other
law for the time being in
force”.

The new rules, according
to experts, will help open
Andhra’s doors to doctors
across India and make the

stateadestination for medical
tourism.

“The process of taking No
Objection Certificate from
one state and reapplying for
registrationinthe state where
one would like to serve, is a
cumbersome process,” Dr
Babu KV, who is a registered
medical practitionerin Kerala
and central working
committee member of Indian
Medical Association.

Dr Babu has written to the
Medical Council of India to
take Andhra Pradesh as an
example and exempt doctors
from taking medical registra-
tion in different states.

He said: “As such there is
no necessity of registration in
more than one State Medical
Council because any doctor,
who has registered with any
State Medical Council is auto-
matically registered in the In-
dian Medical Register and
also by virtue of Section 27of
the IMC Act, 1956, a person,
whosenameisincludedinthe
IMR, can practiseanywherein
India”.

The separate registration
processesin each of the states
makes practice difficult for
doctors, Dr Babu said. He
added: “Isincerely hope that
the NMC will take this
seriously and allow doctors to
freely practice in any state of
India once any state has
granted aregistration.”

IAS officer arrested in
Rs 79 cr IDFC Bank scam

Express News Service
Chandigarh, Junel8

THE CENTRAL Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) on Thursday
arrested senior IAS officer Ram
Kumar Singh, former Commis-
sioner of the Municipal Corpor-
ation (MC), Panchkula, in con-
nection with the alleged
misappropriation of govern-
ment fundsworth Rs 7946 crore
from the civic body’s account
maintained at the Sector 32
branch of IDFC First Bank in
Chandigarh. Singh was placed
under suspension on April 9.

The arrest isa significant de-
velopment in the investigation
intowhat hasemerged as one of
Haryana’s biggest financial
frauds, involving the alleged si-
phoning of more than Rs 504
crore belongingto multiple gov-
ernment departments through
forged and non-existent fixed
deposits.

According to the CBI, the
Municipal Corporation Panch-
kula account was opened in vi-

olation of Haryana Finance De-
partment guidelines and alleg-
edly facilitated fraudulent trans-
actions. Theagency alleged that
Singh, while servingas MC Com-
missioner, entered into a crimi-
nal conspiracy with officials of
IDFC First Bank and handed
over multiple signed cheques
through intermediaries on the
pretext of creating fixed deposits
which weren’t created. Instead,
the funds were allegedly with-
drawn and diverted toshell com-
panies controlled by the accused
bank officials.

Searches were conducted at
Singh’s residences in Chandi-
garh and Karnal, and several in-
criminating documents were re-
covered. The CBI took over the
investigation from the Haryana
State Vigilance and Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau. The agency has
chargesheeted 17 accused inthe
Haryana-linked scam, including
six officials of IDFC First Bank
and AU Small Finance Bank,
three Haryana government offi-
cialsand others.
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fransfer requests,

NOTICE TO SHAREHOLDERS
SPECIAL WINDOW FOR RE-LODGEMENT OF TRANSFER REQUESTS OF PHYSICAL SHARES
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Bihar woman abducted from
home, gangraped by Smen

HimanshuHarsh
Patna, June 18

AWOMAN in Bihar’s Begusarai
district was allegedly gangraped
and then severely assaulted by
five men on June 11, with police
saying efforts are still underway
to arrest the accused.

Later,doctorsremovedalive
bullet, a stone and a piece of
wood that had allegedlybeenin-
serted into the survivor’s body
by the perpetrators.

The woman told police that
theincident occurred ataround
11.30 pm, when she had gone to
the bathroom at her home. The
five men allegedly locked her
husband in another room, over-
powered her when she came out
of the bathroom, gagged her
with her sari, tied up her hands
and forcibly took her out of the
house.

She said in the complaint
thatthe menthenraped her,and
whenshetried toraise the alarm,
they struck her and assaulted
her with a blade. The men later
took her to her house and fled.

The husband, unabletoopen
the door of the room that had
been locked from the outside,
was freed after the survivor
called her younger sister-in-law.
Subsequently, the family in-
formed police. Meanwhile, the
woman was taken to hospital.

She was discharged on the
evening of June 12 and went
home, butreturned the nextday
due to persistent pain. During
examination, doctorsrecovered
a bullet, a stone and a piece of
wood from her body. She said
that she had lost consciousness
during the assault and believes
the objects were inserted by the
accused after the gang rape.

She also alleged that three
months ago, three men had en-
tered her house, stripped her
and attempted to rape her, as-
saulted the family and looted
cash and jewellery. She said the
family had reported the matter
to police, but alleged that no ac-
tion was taken.

DSP Anand Kumar Pandey
said the matter is being investi-
gated. “Theaccused involved in
theincident will be arrested, and
a speedy trial will be ensured,”
Pandey said, adding, “Ifany neg-
ligence on the part of the police
comes to light, action will be
taken against the concerned per-
sonnel.”

Senior officers, includingthe
DSP, reached the hospital. Police
have described the matter asex-
tremely serious and said that a
thorough probe is underway to
apprehend the culprits.
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operates the ride-hailing plat-
form OLA, for a period of six
months with immediate effect
from Wednesday.
Apublicnoticeissued by the
department, said that the com-
pany would no longer be per-
mitted to operate cab or bike taxi
services in the Union Territory
during the suspension period.
The suspension order, stated
that the Transport Authority re-
ceived multiple complaints al-
leging that the company was not
complying with provisions of
the Chandigarh Administration
Motor Vehicles Aggregators
Rules, 2025, including those re-
lated to driver health and term
insurance, training require-
ments, and fare structure.
Theorderhasbeenissued by
Nitish Singla, PCS, Secretary,
State Transport Authority. The
order noted that despite re-
peated notices, meetings, and
opportunities to furnish com-
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within the stipulated timelines.
Italsocited allegations regarding
non-compliance with notified
fare rates and a subscription
modelunderwhich drivers were
allegedly required to make pre-
paid recharges. The panel held
that such a model was not in
conformity with the Aggregator
Rules notified by the Chandi-
garh Administration.
Following the order, The In-
dian Express sent multiple
emails to ANI Technologies Pri-
vate Limited, all of which did not
elicit any response. The depart-
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forcement action would be
taken against erring drivers
found continuing operations
through the platform despite the
suspension. The Transport De-
partment has also advised com-
muterstonotbookridesthrough
cabsoperatingon the OLA appli-
cation in order to avoid incon-
venience. Residents have been
requested to use alternative ag-
gregator applications registered
with the department for their
transportation needs. Officials
said the suspension is effective
immediately and will remain for
six months unless modified by
the competent authority.
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warning to every regional party
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No plan of operations reaches with any
certainty beyond the first encounter
with the enemy’s main force.

— Helmuth von Moltke the Elder
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INVOLVES US ALL

Look beyond winners &
losersin US, Iran

HE ISLAMABAD Memorandum of Understanding,
signed remotely on Wednesday by US President Donald
Trump and his Iranian counterpart, Masoud Pezesh-
kian, has triggered astonishment across the world.
Criticsin Washington argue that the agreement offers substantial
upfront concessions to Tehran while leaving Iran’s most conse-
quential commitments to future implementation. The contrast
between Trump’s earlier rhetoric of “unconditional surrender”
and the eventual outcome has fuelled criticism within his own
political coalition. The backlash is not confined to the US. InIsrael,
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who had nudged Wash-
ington into the war, confronts a major political setback. Less dis-
cussed are the implications for America’s Arab partners in the
Gulf, caught in the crossfire. If the MoU evolves into a broader
rapprochement between Washington and Tehran, itslong-term
consequences for the Gulf could be positive and profound. The
agreement reflectsa recognition in Washington that a prolonged
confrontation with Iran carries high costs. Energy uncertainty,
pressures on the global economy, and concerns about domestic
political consequences appear to have reinforced the case for di-
plomacy in Washington. Whatever the criticisms of the deal,
Trump has demonstrated the will to step back from escalation.
Whether he hasthe political wits to manage the domesticand in-
ternational consequences of this shift remains to be seen.

InIndia, the debate should move beyond questions of winners
and losers. That Iran successfully leveraged its strategic position
around the Strait of Hormuz does not mean the broader balance
of power has shifted decisively against the US. More significant
is the possibility that Washington and Tehran may be exploring
anew grand bargain after nearly five decades of hostility. Trump
has spoken in unusually conciliatory terms about Iran’s future
place in the global economy if it abandons the pursuit of nuclear
weapons. Important voicesin Tehran are alsosignallingthe need
for a new direction. Iranian Parliament Speaker Mohammad
Ghalibaf has argued that Iran must focus more on national econ-
omic development and less on perpetual regional confrontation.
If such sentiments gain traction, they could create the founda-
tions for a broader accommodation between Iran, the US, and
Tehran’s Arab neighbours.

Peace between Washington and Tehran, and a reduction of
tensions between Iran and the Arab states, would help stabilise
India’s western neighbourhood, strengthen energy security, im-
prove regional connectivity, and expand opportunities for trade
and investment across the Gulf. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
was right to welcome Trump’s efforts to end the crisis. A more
stable Gulf could become the foundation for greater cooperation
between South Asia and the wider Middle East —a strategic out-
come that would serve India’s long-term interests.

In West Bengal, vendetta
politics mustend

N THE monthssince the BJP’s historic victory in West Ben-
gal, an unsettling spectacle has become a recurring feature
of public life. Arrested TMC leaders, including local
strongmen such as Akash Singh and Jahangir Khan — the
latter known for his proximity tosenior TMCleader Abhishek Ba-
nerjee — have been marched through their former strongholds
by police and paramilitary forces in restraints and made to per-
form public acts of penance. While the Calcutta High Court has
expressed concern and sought a report from the government on
the short shrift given to due process, investigating agencies have
defended them as necessary for the reconstruction of alleged
crimes. Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari has called itareturnto
the “rule of law”; a BJP MLA has described it as an expression of
“true Ram Rajya”. The allegations against Khan and others are
serious and deserve rigorous investigation and, where evidence
permits, prosecution. But the strength of the rule of law lies not
justin holding the guilty to account, but in doing so in a manner
that preserves the distinction between justice and retribution.

This is particularly important in Bengal, where political viol-
ence has long survived changes of government. But the task of
democratic governance is not merely to punish wrongdoing but
to elevate public life above this instinct of retribution. Thereis a
categorical difference between accountability delivered through
institutions — the police, the courts and independent investiga-
tions, following due procedure — and accountability performed
on the streets. The latter risks weakening the very legitimacy it
claims to uphold, while allowing those accused of serious mis-
conduct to recast themselves as the aggrieved.

The BJP’s mandate in the Assembly elections rested on a
promise of change. Its victory reflected growing public fatigue
with a political culture in which power too often travelled through
muscle, patronage and impunity. But a secure government has
no need to turn public humiliation into an instrument of pun-
ishment. It has the authority of a constitutional institution to
undertake the patient ask of rebuilding trust and confidence in
governance. Tosquander that opportunity would be todishonour
its promise to the people.

Historian who read
silences of the past

HRASHED BY the sea, the world curdled like cheese,

from which multitudes of worms were born. These be-

came men, of whom the most powerful and wisest was

God.” This statement of the 16th-century Italian miller
Menocchio would land him in prison. Four centuries later, Carlo
Ginzburg tapped into Menocchio’s often contradictory claims
about Christ and the Church to reveal a European world outside
the Renaissance. First published in Italian in 1976, Cheese and
the Worms established Ginzburg, who died on Wednesday, asone
of the pioneers of microhistory, whose practitioners would study
asmall unit, an event, an individual or a village.

In his celebrated essay, ‘Clues, Roots of an Evidential Para-
dign?’, Ginzburg compared the historian’s craft to that of detec-
tives. Judicial records, though created by the elite, preserve the
sentiments of the socially excluded. By reading their silences, his-
torians could show how thelives of millers, witches, farmers carry
insights into power, knowledge and social change.

Ginzburg’s methods often exasperated his more traditionally
inclined peers. J HPlumb is reported to have said that “the life of
Isaac Newton is more important than witch trials”. But microhis-
torywould leave itsimprint, influencingscholars from members
of the Subaltern school to writers of broad sweep accounts like
Pulitzer prize winner Jill Lepore. That’s because its greatest con-
tribution was to seek meaning in the smallest traces of the past.

Washington-Tehran MoU s arelief,

HE 14-point Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU), digitally

signed last Sunday on US Presi-

dent Donald Trump’s 80th

birthday, was again signed by
him early Thursday morning our time at a
Versaillesdinner hosted by French President
Emmanuel Macron. Though Iran was not
represented in Versailles, it also released the
text around the same time. This official re-
lease came after global media outletsleaked
the full text yesterday morning.

Accordingtothe MoU, a final agreement
is to be negotiated within 60 days, extend-
able by mutual consent. The MoU includes
acommitment by Iran that it will never pro-
duce nuclear weapons. It also says the US will
lift its naval blockade of Iran fully within 30
days (which it has already done), that the
movement of ships through the Strait of Hor-
muz will be restored to full capacity within
30days, and that the US will issue waivers for
exports of Iranian crude oil and other prod-
ucts and services.

In addition, Iran and the US, together
with their allies (read Israel, though it is not
aparty tothedeal), will permanently and im-
mediately end the war on all fronts, includ-
ing Lebanon, and cease all hostile action or
threats of force against each other. The MoU
alsospecifiesthatboth sideswill addressthe
fate of enriched material, includingIran’s nu-
clear needs. The final agreement will be ap-
proved through a binding resolution of the
UN Security Council.

Notably, the MoU does not include spe-
cific provisionstodiscuss the curtailment of
Iran’s ballistic missile capabilities or its sup-
port for regional proxies. However, these is-

sues could still be raised during the negoti-
ations due to pressure from Republicans, Is-
rael, and the Gulf countries.

The MoU primarily restores the status
quoante. Before the commencement of Op-
eration Epic Fury on February 28, the Strait
of Hormuz was open for free passage with no
USblockade. The US and Iran had just com-
pleted the third round of their discussions
onnuclear and other issues on February 26,
with a tentative fourth round being con-
sidered for March 2. The outcome of the war
isthat nuclear negotiations have essentially
returned to the starting point, with one key
difference: The USisnow waiving sanctions
on the export of Iranian oil and allied prod-
ucts, while offering assurances of relief on
frozen Iranian assets.

Further, during the discussions preced-
ingthe war, the US insisted on zero uranium
enrichment, while Iran maintained that it
had an inherent right to enrich. However,
Iran showed a willingness to compromise
by offering to transfer its 60 per cent en-
riched uranium to a third country and sus-
pend enrichment for several years. In the
forthcoming 60-day negotiations, Iran is
likely to agree to its pre-war concessions,
with asignificant condition of its own: It will
now reject transferring the enriched
material abroad, opting instead to
down-blend it below S per cent while
eventually agreeing to a10-to-15-year
enrichment suspension.

The key new element is Iran’s ex-
plicitdeclaration that it will never pro-
duce nuclear weapons. While this
commitmentisalreadyimplicitin the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty

R SWAMINATHAN

Notably, the MoU does not
include specific provisions
todiscuss the curtailment
of Iran’s ballistic missile
capabilities or its support
for regional proxies

(NPT), to which Iran has been a party since
1970, and hasbeen repeatedly reaffirmed by
Tehran — including through an oral fatwa
attributed to Ayatollah Ali Khameneiin 2003
— the difference now is that Iran is effec-
tively waiving the NPT’s standard withdra-
wal clause. Tehran has never given notice to
withdraw from the treaty despite major con-
flicts in June 2025 and this year.

Amajor concession thatIran hassecured
upfront is a ceasefire in Lebanon, where it
suffered immense strategic damage follow-
inglIsrael’skillingof Hezbollah chiefHassan
Nasrallah in 2024 and the near-decimation
ofthe group’s military capabilities.

While the MoU could be seen as “Advan-
tage Iran”, its conclusion has already brought
significant domestic and economic benefits
for Trump. Oil prices, which skyrocketed to
$126 per barrel during the conflict, have
plunged below $80, triggering a major stock-
marketrally. Further, the US secured abind-
ingcommitment from Iran never to produce
nuclearweapons. This comes aftera military
campaignin which the US inflicted massive
damage on Iran’s military infrastructure,
eliminated key leadership figures, and en-
forced a sustained blockade that caused se-
vere hardship in Iran.

Trump’sannouncementlast Sun-
day thatthe MoU had been concluded
sparked widely varying reactions
across the US. While the MAGA base
backed the deal as a triumphant vali-
dation of Trump’s “maximum press-
ure” strategy, traditional Republicans
remained conflicted — mirroring
warnings from the CIA director that
Tehran might use the 60-day pause as

but flashpoints remain

a strategic stalling tactic.

Concurrently, Democrats blasted the
framework as flimsy and dangerously
vague. Meanwhile, the broader American
public responded with a mix of relief over
the end of the conflict and scepticism re-
garding Iran’s willingness to comply with
itsnuclear concessions.

However, the official release of the MoU’s
termshas already sharpened domesticreac-
tions within the US, where critics have
termed ita “jaw-dropping humiliation” and
a “surrender”. This severe criticism, com-
bined with fierce opposition from an Israel
that feels it stands to lose the most, has sig-
nificant potential to derail the upcoming
60-day negotiations.

A major flashpoint will be Lebanon, as
Iranisexpected toinsist on acompleteIsraeli
withdrawal during the talks. While Trump
took a position in the recent past that Israel
would have theright toretaliate in the event
ofattacksby Hezbollah, he isnow proposing
tolook to Syria to handle the militant group
— a strategy that seeks to exploit the deep
animosity between the current Syrian
leadership and Hezbollah. Another issue of
friction willbe Iran’s assertion that the Strait
of Hormuz will operate under joint Iranian-
Omani sovereignty — a geopolitical stance
completely unacceptable to Washington.

Thus, while much of the world is cheer-
ing the MoU in hopes of a lasting peace, sig-
nificant hurdles remain in achieving it.

The writer is former governor of Indlia to the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA),
Vienna, former ambassador to Egypt and former
permanent representative to the Arab League

A decade of empowerment,
from reform to rozgar

MANSUKH
MANDAVIYA

By putting
money directly
into workers’
pockets,
PMVBRY
makesjobs
more attractive.
Financial
incentives for
employers can
generate
positive cyclical
impacts on
industrial
growth

VER THE past 12 years,
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, India hasundergone a
remarkable transformation
driven by empowerment, good govern-
ance, and inclusive development. From
being counted among the Fragile Five
economies in 2013, it has emerged as the
fastest-growing major economy, built one
of the largest start-up ecosystems, be-
come aleaderin digital public infrastruc-
ture, and strengthened its standing on the
global stage.

At the heart of this transformation is
India’s yuva shakti. Recognising the po-
tential of the demographic dividend, the
government haslaunched transformative
initiatives like Make in India, Digital
India, Startup India, Skill India, PM
Mudra Yojana, and the National Career
Service portal. Combined with invest-
ments in infrastructure, innovation, and
technology, these have expanded oppor-
tunities for employment, entrepreneur-
ship, and skill development.

India’s growth story is also a story of
rising employment. Research shows that
between 2017-18 and 2023-24, India’sem-
ployment elasticity stood at1.11, meaning
that every 1 per cent increase in Gross
Value Added was accompanied by a 1.11
percent rise in employment. This marks
a sharp improvement over the employ-
ment elasticity of 0.008 between 2011-12
and 2017-18.

According to RBI KLEMS data, more
than 17 crore jobs were created between
2014 and 2024, compared to 2.9 crore dur-
ing 2004-14. The employment rate in-
creased from 46.8 percent in 2017-18 to
57.4 percent in 2025, while unemploy-
ment declined to around 3.1 percent,
below the global average of 4.8 percent.
EPFO payroll data further indicate that
more than 8 crore formal-sector jobs were
added between 2017 and 2025.

The story of New India is equally about
ensuring people are protected through
a robust social-security system. Social-
security coverage increased from 25 crore
people (19 per cent of the population)
in 2015 to more than 94 crore (64.3 per
cent) in 2025. In recognition of this
achievement, India received the Interna-
tional Social Security Association’s Award

for Outstanding Achievement in
Social Security in 2025.

The Modi government, in the first
budget of its third term, introduced the
most ambitious employment initiative in
independentIndia’s history: The Pradhan
Mantri Viksit Bharat Rozgar Yojana
(PMVBRY). With an outlay of nearly Rs 1
lakh crore, PMVBRY aims to support the
creation of more than 3.5 crore employ-
ment opportunities over two years. Under
Part A of the scheme, first-time em-
ployees receive financial assistance of up
to Rs 15,000 in two instalments. Under
Part B, employers receive incentives of up
to Rs 3,000 per employee per month for
every additional worker employed. It pro-
videsincentives for up to four years to eli-
gible manufacturing employers and for
up to two years in other sectors. By put-
ting money directly into workers’ pockets,
PMVBRY rewards work, makes jobs more
attractive, and helps families remain fi-
nancially secure. Financial incentives for
employers can generate positive cyclical
impacts on industrial growth.

PMVBRY’s success is now being
marked through a nationwide event.
Today, Prime Minister Modi will disburse
incentives worth Rs 2,400 crore to151akh
beneficiaries through direct benefit
transfer. Simultaneously, events across
200 major industrial clusters will see
appointment letters distributed to bene-
ficiaries, and employers felicitated for cre-
ating opportunities.

AsIndia movestowards the centenary
of Independence, it is sending a clear
message to the world: Its greatest strength
isits young population. Twelve years of re-
forms have been driven by a strong part-
nership between employees and em-
ployers. The Modi government has
recognised both as equal partners in na-
tion-building, ensuring workers are pro-
tected, enterprises are empowered, and
the benefits of growth are widely shared.

AsIndiaadvances towards Viksit Bha-
rat, employees and employers will con-
tinue to serve as the twin engines of
growth, prosperity, and opportunity.
“Rozgar ho ya karobaar, saath hai
Bharat sarkar.”

The writer is Union Minister of Labour &
Employment and Youth Affairs & Sports

ROOPALI SINHA

The problem
with this
epidemic of
perpetual
busyness is
that teachers
are left with no
free time or
space to read,
think, create, or
explore new
things. Leisure
is the condition
that makes
intellectual life
possible

-0rteac
Never arrives

ners, the last period

CHOOLS ARE shut for the summer holidays. Yet for the
past few years, a sword has hung over these vacations.
There is always the uncertainty that they may be cut
short, teachers may be called back, or assigned some
new duty. Earlier, summer holidays were one of the in-
centives of the teaching profession, especially for women balanc-
ing home and work. Today, teaching may still be described as a
part-timejob, but it takes up more time than many full-time ones.

Teachers in both private and government schools return
home muchlike their students, carrying bags full of “homework”
— preparing assignments, checking notebooks, filling out report
cards, and completing administrative tasks. Work spills into the
little “free time” that belongs to their personal lives and families.

The Covid years accelerated this process. Online teachingen-
sured continuity in children’s education. But that connectivity
has since become a tool for exploitation. Teachers can be asked
at any hour to submit reports, data, or documents, and are ex-
pected to comply immediately. The boundaries between the pro-
fessional and the personal have all but disappeared. Perhaps that
is why the old reverence embodied in “Guru Brahma, Guru
Vishnu...” nowsurviveslargely as aritual saved for Teachers’ Day.
Inreality, teachers are now marionettes, expected to obey instruc-
tions and whims without question.

Thisbecomes particularly visible in the endless non-academic
duties assigned to them. Recently, news emerged from Uttar Pra-
desh’s Bareilly that teachers had been assigned the task of col-
lecting fodder. The order was later modified following protests.
Such examples are not unusual. Teachers are routinely assigned
election duties, Census work, surveys, data-entry campaigns,
mid-day meal management, and other such duties. Time that
couldbe spentimprovingclassroom practice or developing pro-
fessional expertise is consumed by tasks far removed from teach-
ing. In the process, the profession loses its intellectual freedom.

The problem with this epidemic of perpetual busynessis that
teachersareleft with no freetimetoread, think, create, or explore
new things. Leisure is the condition that makes intellectual life
possible. Yet this space for reflection is steadily being taken away
from us. I am often reminded of Rabindranath Tagore’s poem
“Lost Time”, though in a context quite different from his spiritual
one. Who knows, even Jawaharlal Nehru’s “Aaram Haram Hai”
slogan may soon be evoked to justify our predicament. That slo-
ganbelonged tothe yearsimmediately after Independence, when
anewly independent nation had to be built. Today, the corporate
world’smany Narayana Murthys have appropriated it to celebrate
endless toil that inflates corporate wealth. It feels almost dysto-
piantoargue fortheimportance of rest, but thatiswhere we have
arrived as a society. People are being reduced to cogs in the ma-
chine, valued only for their revenue-generating potential.

Teachers once shaped future citizens by nurturing curiosity,
sensitivity, and a sense of responsibility. The work of nation-build-
ing may no longer be the urgent task it once was, but in the dis-
appearance of free time, something equally important is ebbing
away: The space for reflection, and intellectual and emotional
growth. That is an immeasurable loss.

The writer is a Delhi-based teacher
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Threekilledin Allahabad

THREE MORE persons were shot dead and
several injured inthe curfew-bound areas of
Allahabad where communal violence
erupted again. Six deaths had been ad-
mitted officially since the violence started.

Buta, Arjun rushed |_ e
to persuade Barnala Z'i{
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However, unofficial sources put the death
toll at 10 and charged the authorities with
minimising casualty figures.
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Chandigarh standoff continues

- Y THE HOME Minister, Buta Singh, and the
. = Congress(l) vice-president, Arjun Singh,
P flew to Chandigarhin a BSF plane to make a
AT last-minute bid to persuade the Punjab
Chief Minister, Surjit Singh Barnala, to

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

agree to the Venkataramiah Commission's
recommendations and create conditions
for the transfer of territories on June 21. As
things stand, the transfer of Chandigarh to
Punjab and Hindi-speaking areas to Ha-
ryanaon June 21looks unlikely and now
dates may have to be fixed in view of the la-

test stand taken by the Punjab government.

Confusionovertransfer

IN WHAT form the Punjab Vidhan Sabha
will discuss the proposal for transfer of
territories and the allied matters at its sit-
ting is not certain. The Punjab cabinet,
which discussed a draft of the central or-
dinance at its meeting, failed to decide
the issue. The Chief Minister, Surjit Singh

New Delhi

Barnala, told newsmen after the cabinet
meeting that the draft did not contain de-
tails of boundaries after the contem-
plated territorial transfer. “It was a ten-
tative draft”, he added.

Cong-l likelytowin 30 RS seats

THE CONGRESS(l) is poised to win 30 of
the 45 seats as nominations closed in the
Rajya Sabha biennial pollin eight states.
Basing its nominations on the strength of
the party, the Congress(l) has fielded five
candidates from Bihar, three from Rajas-
than, eight from Uttar Pradesh, four from
Maharashtra, three from Orissa, two from
Tamil Nadu, five from Madhya Pradesh
and one from Punjab.
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The United States, for its part, looks
weaker in the eyes of the world.

— The New York Times
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Court may have set a figure, but what’s the value of unpaid domestic work?

SCverdictfirststep
but has class blinkers

NEETHA N

HE RECENT Supreme Court
ruling acknowledging the con-
tribution of women “home-
makers” is definitely a signifi-
cant step in recognising the
invisible and unpaid work of women in the
country. Valuation of women’s contribution
to unpaid housework and care work is
riddled withissues, asitisalways entangled
with familial relations. The compensation
of Rs 30,000, asthe ruling mentions, isano-
tional figure and thus can be seen as an ac-
knowledgement of the priceless value of the
labour of women that is otherwise largely
underestimated. This large-scale underes-
timation of women’s contribution to house-
workisevidentin the cash transfer schemes
that various political parties and state gov-
ernments have offered or are offering to
women in multiple states, which mostly
range between Rs 1,000 and Rs 2,500 per
month. The poor honoraria paid tocommu-
nity workers, be they Anganwadi workers,
ASHAS or others, is another example. It is
critical to flag this ongoing undervaluation
of women’s work while they are actively
contributingto nation-building, whether as
homemakers or as care workers.

While the judgment has surely opened
up theway for adiscussion onwomen’sun-
paid and undervalued work and their con-
tribution to the economy, it raises multiple
concerns. The firstisthe anxiety that many
scholars of women’s studies have raised,
ever since the campaign on Wages for
Housework in the 1970s, of a possible reit-
eration of gendered roles. The discussions
around cash transfer schemes recognising
women’s housework in various states also
highlighted the possible adverse effect of
such schemes on women’seconomic status,
given the poor participation of women in
employment. At a time when women’s
share in higher education has surpassed
male shares, equipping women to break
gendered norms, the terminology of
“homemakers” may end upindeceleration
or reversal of such positive changes.

The judgment acknowledging
women’s unequal housework and care -
work burden highlights it as a reason for
the low female labour force participation.
However, it does not delve much into this
aspect, but goes on reiterating women’s
contribution in building, nurturing and
maintaining human capital and thusbeing

nation-builders. The lack of choice for
women, whether to shoulder gendered
roles or not, does not find any mention
amidst this glorification of their contribu-
tion to families and the economy. Women’s
labour force participation in urban areasis
very low, lower than that of their counter-
partsin rural areas, and much below male
rates. In 2024-25, as per the PLFS data, the
urban workforce participation rate of
women (ages 15 plus) was only about 26 per
cent, as against 45 per cent for rural
women. Notably, the male-female differ-
ence was about 47 percentage points, with
male participation rates at 73 per cent.

In rural areas, agriculture, the most
important sector of women’s employ-
ment, allows for intermittent paid and un-
paid housework and care work, while in
urban areas, such possibilities are few and
conditional. The poor presence of married
women and women with young children
injobs that are better paid is an issue that
also needs attention. Studies in the con-
text of flexible employment have also
shown how women’s choices are deter-
mined by gendered social and familial ex-
pectations around housework and care
work. Without adequate policies that
could help in the reduction and redis-
tribution of housework and care work,
women’s employment outcomes will con-
tinue to be compromised.

Thejudgmentissignificant when read
with the dismissal of the public interest
petition Penn Thozhilalargal Sangam
Versus Union of India, filed by 10 trade
unions of domestic workers on the issue
of minimum wages. This petition was dis-
posed of by the Supreme Court this year,
directing the unionsto appeal to the state
government. What seems contradictory
to the current progressive position of the
Courtisthe view that it held on the matter
of minimum wages for domestic workers.
The observation that minimum-wage
regulation for domestic work can trigger
anincrease in litigation with unintended
consequences, including the possibility
of domestic workers losing their jobs,
seems to contradict the current valuation
argument. Or, is it that housework and
care work performed by women in their
own homes are worthier than the work
carried out by poor women who are hired
for such services? By entertaining the do-
mestic workers’ petition, the Court, along-
side thislandmark judgment, could have
set the floor towards the valuation of
housework and care work for different
segments of women, whether part of the
family or otherwise.

The writer is professor, Centre for Women'’s
Development Studies, New Delhi

Give her rights
in her lifetime

W
PAROMITA CHAKRABARTI

HEY SAY it is love. We say it is
unwaged work.” Thus begins
Silvia Federici’s foundational
1975 essay, “Wages Against
Housework”. Federici’s Marx-
ist-feministargument was made in the con-
text of Western industrial capitalism. Halfa
centurylater,and halfaworld away, the de-
mand hasshifted from wages toworth, from
recognition to right.

The move from housewife (interchange-
able forlarge periods of the 20th century, in
thought if not in words, with house
help/house elf) to homemaker has had a
long, arduous journey. The marginal elev-
ation has not altered much for the woman
at the centre, still counted as the primary
caregiver, still responsible, notionally at
least, for the task of “housekeeping”, still
with very little to show for herself in terms
of actual economic heft.

Last week, while hearing the case of a
womanKkilled inaroad accidentin2001, the
Supreme Court took adecisive step towards
addressing thisanomaly. It held that the loss
of domestic care provided by ahomemaker
constitutes a distinct category of compen-
sation in motor-accident claims. The Court
also arrived at a minimum figure of Rs
30,000 per month, a floor to be revised up-
ward by 10 per cent every three years. The
bench observed that care-giving work —
mostly by women — is estimated to con-
tribute about 15 to 17 per cent of the
country’s GDP, that in nurturing homes,
values, and generations, homemakers per-
form the enduringwork of nation-building.
It is a landmark ruling that deserves to be
celebrated. It also demands introspection.

For the purpose of the latter, let us turn
to some basic accounting: Tally your
monthly expenses for a cook, a part-time
cleaner, a care provider for the elderly, and
ifyou have young children, ananny — more
or less all the things a homemaker is, all at
once, all day, every day. The figure, at least
in Delhi, is likely to far exceed Rs 30,000.
Now consider what the Court did not ad-
dress, given that it falls outside the remit of
the case. Awoman whospends her lifetime
managing a household, raising children,
and enabling her spouse’s careerisworth Rs
30,000 a month only after she has been
killed by a negligent driver. In her lifetime,
she is worth nothing in terms of asset en-
titlement or wealth accumulation, at least

not in any enforceable, quantifiable way.

This is an injustice with compounding
consequences. When a woman steps out of
the workforce —to follow a spousetoanew
city, toraise children, to care for ageing par-
ents — she exits a system that measures
contributioninsalaries and provident-fund
deposits. Every year outside the formal
economy widensthe gap and reducesthem
to what economist Devaki Jain called “vir-
tual non-entitiesin economic transactions”.
The apex court’sruling compensates for the
absence of a homemaker’s labour after
death. It does nothing for the woman who
is still alive, still holding up the home, still
accruing none of the financial security that
formal employment provides.

None of this is to suggest that the home
be recast as a workplace or the spouse as a
quasi-employer. Itisan argument for rights
and recognition, of the kind the Court itself
offered: “It is ironic to describe a home-
maker as dependent on earning members,
when, in reality the household’s function-
ing depends substantially on the home-
maker.” The homemaker, in otherwords, is
the co-author of everything the household
builds and everything it becomes.

Tobe fair, thejudiciary hasbeen pulling
intheright direction. In February, the Delhi
High Court observed that a wife’s non-em-
ployment cannot be equated with indol-
ence or deliberate dependence, that the as-
sumption reflects a fundamental
misunderstanding of marriage asa partner-
ship: “Where one spouse earns income in
the marketplace, and the other sustainsthe
domestic sphere, the economic stability of
the household is the result of combined,
though differently manifested, contribu-
tions.” In September 2025, a Delhi woman
approached the High Court seekinga SO per
cent share in the matrimonial flat that her
care had sustained for years. The division
bench was candid about the bind it found
itself in: It acknowledged that a home-
maker's contributions “remain hiddenand
downplayed”, called on the legislature to
act, and then — because existing mainten-
ance provisions lack the reach to cover
asset-sharing — ruled against her.

Homemakers need more than a better
payout at the Motor Accident Claims Tribu-
nal thatthey themselves cannot enjoy. They
need social infrastructure that eases the
burden of care work, shares it more equi-
tably, and values it more fully. They need
community property laws that give them a
shareinliquid or income-generating matri-
tal assets; maintenance laws with teeth. And
they need all of these in their lifetime.

The writer is senior associate editor,
The Indian Express.
paromita.chakrabarti@expressindia.com

SHOBHIT MAHAJAN

GOING ON the Delhi-Gurgaon Expressway,
one frequently witnesses a strange scene.
The toll plaza was removed a few years ago
but there are still some toll booths remaining.
Just after the toll barriers, the road curves,
thetrafficcomestoagrinding haltand there
istotal commotion, with carsmovinginand
outoflanes. Asonedrivesthroughthecurve,
there are several lanes being blocked by five
to six mean-looking built-like-bouncers-in-
a-pub men. Each of them has a baton,
hockey stickor lathiin hishand and they are
stopping the Uber and Ola cabdriverstoask
for the toll tax, which the drivers have tried
to avoid. Most drivers usually pay up the Rs
100 tax plus Rs S00 fine quietly while others

Privatisation lesson: Pigs & bouncers

try towriggle out of it by arguing. This causes
the traffic tostop or inch forward forawhile.
The bouncers are employed by the pri-
vate agency that has won the contracttocol-
lect toll tax. The cab drivers obviously avoid
paying and make the extra Rs100 since that
isincluded in the Ola/Uber fare. Apart from
therisk-averse types, they take their chances
with not paying or paying Rs 600. The drivers
are perfect examples of the beloved Homnio
economicus of the neoclassical economists.
They behave in a totally rational way since
they make several trips between the two
cities. What is bizarre about the whole setup
is the brazenness shown by the bouncers.
They are there, right in the middle of an ex-
pressway meant for high-speed transit, stop-
pingtraffic without the cops even taking no-
tice of this patently illegal action.
Thisbusiness of private companies orin-
dividualstaking over the functions of admin-

istration is not unique to these bouncers.
They might be operatingindependently, al-
though with the connivance of the author-
ities. In some cases, the authorities them-
selves hire private agencies to undertake
what would be their work. My favourite case
in point: Stray pigs are a nuisance in several
parts of my city, close to villages or slum
clusters, and the municipal corporation
doesn’t have enough pig-catchers, or what-
ever they are called. So pigs roam around
freely, creating a health hazard. A few years
ago, abright youngbureaucrat, appointed as
the administrator of the municipal corpor-
ation, came up with what seemed like a bril-
liant solution. He ordered that, in public in-
terest, anyone capturing a stray pig could
keep it and the administration would not
take any action. The ownet, if he complains,
would instead be fined for letting hisanimals
roam around and be a health hazard.

Soon, most of the pigs vanished. The pig
vigilantes caught a large number of pigs
while some owners started tying them out-
side their homes or jhuggis. However, in a
few weeks, the pigs returned to the streets.
Those who had captured the pigs sold some
back to their owners. For the rest, they had
no place to keep them or the means to feed
them. The net result of the scheme was only
atemporary change inownership of the pigs.

Subcontracting governance to private
citizens and agenciesis now all the rage. But
then, privatisation of governanceisanatural
corollary in these days of cow vigilantes, Val-
entine vigilantes, love jihad vigilantes, anti-
Romeo squads etc. The only difference is
that one has official sanction, the other only
benign neglect by the powers that be.

The writer is a professor of Physics
and Astrophysics, University of Delhi
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75 vearson, the
First Amendment still
casts a long shadow

-

X \
TRIPURDAMAN SINGH

UNE 18, 2026 will mark 75 years
since Rajendra Prasad gave his
reluctant assent to the First
Amendment —a “seismic shift”
in India’s constitutional archi-
tecture, the aftermath of which the
country’s pre-eminent legal scholar Up-
endra Baxilabelled the “Second Constitu-
tion”. Few seem to have recalled the grim
events of 1951, but it was a moment that
continues to course through the nation’s
body politic, and one that has had pro-
found and deleterious effects on its
democracy and constitutional order.

On January 26, 1950, the Republic of
India, described by the Oxford don Ken-
neth Wheare asthe world’s greatest experi-
ment in democratic government, was in-
augurated to great acclaim. Many had
considered itanimpossibility: Clement At-
tleehad even cautioned Jawaharlal Nehru
againstit, callingrepublicanism of the kind
India was contemplating an alien import
from Europe. Atthe heart of this transition
lay the country’s new constitution, con-
taining what The New York Times approv-
ingly termed “the most detailed document
of fundamental rights found anywhere”,
widely seen to reflect India turning the
page onits colonial past and taking a giant
step towards a liberal new future.

It was a future that
failed tomaterialise asim-
agined. By early 1951, the
Nehru government had
pronounced the Constitu-
tion tobe the chiefimpedi-
ment in the way of its so-
cial policy and astumbling
block on the way to prog-
ress. The “magnificent
Constitution” had, as he
declared, been “kid-
napped and purloined by
lawyers”. How had such a
situation arisen? Three key
legal battles fought around
three key fundamental
rights — the right to free-
dom of speech, the right to freedom from
discrimination, and the right to property
—shaped Nehru’s assessment.

Government attempts to censor the
Organiser (a scathing critic of its pur-
ported indifference towards the plight of
refugees from East Bengal) and Cross
Roadis (aleft-leaning weekly harshly criti-
cising the brutal treatment of communist
detainees) had been countermanded by
the Supreme Court, which had also found
the underlyinglegislation to be unconsti-
tutional, knocking, to quote Sardar Patel,
the bottom out of the laws used to control
the press. In Madras, where a woman
named Champakam Dorairajan had chal-
lenged the existing policy of strict caste-
and community-based quotas, the High
Court had found that religion, race, and
caste could not be a basis for admissions
to educational institutions and that res-
ervation beyond that provided to the
Scheduled Castes and Tribes was thus vi-
olative of the right to freedom from dis-
crimination. The Patna High Court had
struck the final blow in March 1951 when
it held the Bihar Land Reform Act to be
unconstitutional. Interestingly, rather
than the right to property (as many had
feared), it was the right to equality that
proved to be the Act’s undoing: The slid-

ing scale of compensation it prescribed,
where the rate went down as the size of
the land parcel went up, was the culprit.

Collectively, the three judicial pro-
nouncements had taken asledgehammer
to the government’s ability to censor and
regulate the dissemination of opinion,
eroded its credibility, and thrown itssocial
agenda into disarray. For Nehru, the very
fact that the courts were willing to adjudi-
cate on such matters was a step too far. It
was his government, he argued, that rep-
resented the will of the people — and the
Constitution wasin the way. The result was
the First Amendment.

Itkneecapped theright to property and
allowed the governmentto circumventthe
right to freedom from discrimination in
pursuit of social upliftment for “backward
classes”. Under the guise of protectingland
reform legislation, it created the Ninth
Schedule, arepository where laws could be
placed to make them immune to judicial
review even if they violated fundamental
rights — described by the jurist A G Noo-
rani as an “obscenity created by wilful re-
solve”. More importantly, it introduced
new grounds for restricting freedom of
speech, including public order, incitement
to offences, relations with foreign states,
and the security interests of the state.

The consequences of the First Amend-
ment have been far from benign. It dealt
a crushing blow to the nascent forces of
Indian liberalism, creating the constitu-
tional plumbing for a vast armoury of re-
pressive and coercive laws, including sedi-
tion. Moreover, it established the terrible
precedent of retrospectively amending
the Constitution to overcome adverse
judicial pronouncements.
The cavalier disregard
for democratic propriety
established a pattern for
future egregiousness.
Political power triumphed
over constitutional ordet,
eroding democratic
norms even before the
ink had dried on the
original Constitution.

Disdain for civil lib-
erties; prioritising the
needs of the state; an aver-
sion to public criticism
cloaked in the language of
“fake news” and “subvers-
ive activities”; a brute par-
liamentary majority riding roughshod over
the protestations of the Opposition and
civil society; a government agenda and
party ideology elevated above fundamen-
tal rights; the claim that the wishes of the
legislature should enjoy primacy over con-
stitutional principles: The resonances with
the contemporary world are more than
semantic. Yet, there seemsto belittle incli-
nation to register its 75th anniversary or
revisit thelongshadow it has cast on Indian
democracy. Neither by its original sup-
porters, now on the receiving end of the
legal architecture it helped create, nor its
original opponents, its prime targets now
ensconced in the ruling establishment.

What we would do well to remember,
however, is the prescient warning Syama
Prasad Mookerjee, the man who led the
opposition to the amendment and who
could see that an uncontrollable weapon
was being bequeathed to the future, is-
sued to the government: “Maybe you will
continue for eternity, in the next gener-
ation, for generations unborn; that is
quite possible. But supposing some other
party comes into authority. What is the
precedent you are laying down?”

The writer is Ambizione Fellow,
Graduate Institute, Geneva

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Talking past each other

NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN Iran
and the US have been impeded by
several contradictions arising from
explicit and implicit threats and ex-
pressions of disrespect (‘For lasting
peace, US & Iran have tolook beyond
their philosophies of negotiation’,
IE, June18). The US’s zeal to garner
greater international support by ex-
erting pressure through unilateral
sanctions has demonstrated a disre-
gard for Iran’s interests, which,
rather than bringing it to the negoti-
ating table, made it more unified
and resolute. Dialogue should be
based on goodwill, mutual trust, and
respect to foster a meaningful
understanding of each other’s moti-
vations and objectives.

Vaibhav Goyal, Chandigarh

Baffling ban

ONE TENDS to endorse the views ex-
pressed in the editorial, which
averred that by pickingon Telegram,
the government appears to be lapsing
into a familiar failing by not treating
the NEET cancellation as asymptom

New Delhi

of abroken system (‘Exam failures
run deeper than Telegram’, IE, June
18). Why single out one platform
when the actual faultlines may lie
within the four walls of the NTA?
Thereis a pressing need to introspect
rather than seek convenient shelter
behind such alibis. Mind you, the
NEET re-examination scheduled for
June2lisgoingtobealitmustest not
only for the NTA but also for the
Union education minister.

SKGupta, viaemail

THE GOVERNMENT’S decision to
temporarily ban Telegram ahead of
the NEET re-examination is baffling
(‘Exam failures run deeper than Tele-
gram’, IE, June 18). While ensuring
fair examsis essential, banningan
entire communication platform
raises concerns. Millions of students,
teachers, professionals, and
businesses use Telegram for
legitimate purposes such assharing
study materials and conducting dis-
cussions. A blanket ban may incon-
venience innocent users while doing
little to address the root causes of
paper leaks.

Bal Govind, Noida
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RANCHI RSS OFFICE ATTACK
Police suggest possible
link to ‘international
module’, arrest three

ShubhamTigga
Ranchi, Junel8

THREE PEOPLE were ar-
rested in connection with the
petrol bomb attack on RSS’s
Jharkhand state office in Ran-
chi, with police saying on
Thursday that the probe has
been handed over to the Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS) and
that the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) has
been invoked.

The development comes
after two men allegedly hurled
petrol bombs at the RSS state
office in Ranchi shortly after
midnight on June 17.

According to Ranchi po-
lice, a Special Investigation
Team (SIT) constituted under
the joint supervision of city
and rural police officers ana-
lysed CCTV footage and used
technical surveillance to
identify the suspects.

Police said two accused,
Saif Ansari and Aman Ansari
alias Golu, were arrested near
Gajhandi railway station in

Koderma while allegedly at-
tempting to flee to another
state. Based on their state-
ments, athird accused, Sayam
Sujan (21), was also arrested
from Ranchi.

Police officials said clothes
allegedly worn by the accused
during the attack were re-
covered from a drain under
the Lower Bazar police station
area. Four mobile phones and
acar allegedly used in the inci-
dent have also been seized.

The case has been regis-
tered under various sections of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
the Explosive Substances Act,
and the UAPA.

Ranchi police officers said
preliminary inquiry and inter-
rogation had not ruled out the
possibility of the accused
being linked to an “interna-
tional module”.

Citing the seriousness of
the case, Ranchi Senior Super-
intendent of Police sought the
transfer of the investigation to
the ATS, which has now taken
over further investigation.

NHAI GOES Al WAY

In-house system to flag faults

in highway projectreports

DheerajMishra
New Delhi, June18

OFFICIALS WORKING with
NHAI projects will now be able
to identify defects in highways
and get swift answers on ways
to rectify them -- all with the
click of amouse.

In a move to check defi-
ciencies in Detailed Project Re-
ports (DPRs) of new highways,
get faster analysis on road de-
fects, identify faulty signages
and to synthesise learnings
from previous arbitration and
project delays, the National
Highway Authority of India
(NHAI) has developed its own
Al system. The system, de-
ployed recently, works on the
basis of NHAI's voluminous re-
pository of documents such as
circulars, act, Indian Roads
Congress (IRC) codes and
monthly reports.

It acts as an assistance tool
by reducing the burden to go
through multiple circulars,
SOPs (Standard Operating
Procedures) or IRC codes,

28-yr-old man livestreams ‘encounter’
with Bihar Police, dies of bullet injuries

Himanshu Harsh
Patna, June 18

A 28-YEAR-o0ld man who had
been at the centre of a two-day
standoff with police in Bihar's
Bhojpur district died this week
after being injured in a police
encounter, hours after sayingin
aFacebook Live broadcast that
he was willing to lay down his
weapon if his demands were
met.

Bharat Bhushan Tiwari died
Wednesday at the Patna Medi-
cal College and Hospital
(PMCH) hours after sustaining
two gunshot injuries in the en-
counter. The confrontation --
also live streamed — came less
than a day after Bhojpur Police
said the 28-year-old Bilauti vil-
lage resident was mentally un-
well and efforts were underway
to take him into safe custody
and arrange treatment at a
mental health facility.

In pressreleasesissued Tues-
day and Wednesday, Bhojpur
Superintendent of Police Raj
claimed that at 9 am, Shahpur
police station received informa-
tion about a man moving

around wavinga pistol and firing
in the air. Local police and
Bhojpur STF personnel re-
peatedly asked him tosurrendet,
but he continued firing intermit-
tently at police, creating a seri-
ous threat to officers and local
residents, the statement said.
“When officers visited his
residence, they found that the
individual seen in widely circu-
lated videos was ‘mentally un-
sound’,” apressrelease said, ad-
dingthat the process of sending
him to a mental hospital had
been initiated and asking the
public not to circulate “mislead-
ing” videos related to the case.
Asecond press release Wed-
nesday: “STF personnel wear-
ing bulletproof jackets at-
tempted a close cordon. Asthey
moved towards him, Tiwari
shot at them, following which
the police ‘retaliated’. He sus-
tained bullet injuries to hislegs’.
In his videos, Tiwari re-
ferred to himself as a “kranti-
kari (revolutionary)”, writing in
aFacebook post that figures like
him had often been mislabelled
“mad” and “anti-national”. In
another post a day before his

death, Tiwari, whose father is
said tobe aretired police driver,
accused the Bihar administra-
tion of wanting to eliminate
him and claimed specialised
teams could be deployed
against him in a “battle for so-
ciety and the country".

Tuesday had already seen a
tense standoff between Tiwari
and police. Videos from that
day show him lying on a cot
with a pistol in hand as police
personnel and family members
attempted to calm him. He is
then seen pointing the pistol at
police as a woman, stated to be
his mother, tries to pacify him.
Efforts to take him into custody
failed Tuesday, sources said.

The situation intensified
Wednesday morning as local
police and STF personnel sur-
rounded the area while Tiwari
continued to livestream the
events.

These people want to prove
me mad. When Bhagat Singh
was fighting for society and the
country, he too was declared
mad),” heisheard sayingin one
video. Police said an inquiry is
underway.
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GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER ANGUL
IRRIGATION CIRCLE, ANGUL, ODISHA, PIN — 759143
email :aceangulirrigationcircle@gmail.com

T INature of Works

2 |Total No. of Works

3 | Cost of work put to tender
| 4 iEarnest Money Deposit

5 ITender Paper Cost

6 |Class of Contractor
_-7_ iPeriod of Completion

8 | Availability of Tender for Online Bidding

9 | Date, time & place for opening of Technical Bid

10 |Name and Address of Officer Inviting Bid

OIPR- 32001/32081/1/26-27/0002

: | Road & Canal Works

1107 (seven)

|: TApproximately Rs.206.05 Lakh to Rs.268.61 Lakh
: @1% of estimated cost put to tender, refer DTCN

[: Rs. 10,000/- (Non Refundable)
:['A' & 'B' equivalent Grade

IE -S(Eight) calendar months including rainy season

Government of Odisha “e¢” PROCUREMENT NOTICE
Bid Identification No. ACEAIC-02/2026-27

From 10.00 A.M of 23.06.2026 to 5.30 P.M of 07.07.2026 in the |

" Irrigation Circle, Angul.

: | Angul, Odisha-759143,

" website (www.tendersodisha.gov.in)
.108.07.2026 at 11.30 A.M and onwards in the o/o the ACE, Angul

| TAdditional Chief Engineer, Angul Irrigation Circle, . |

email: aceangulirrigationcircle@gmail.com

Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement Portal http://tendersodisha.gov.in. Any corrigendum/
addendum/cancellation will be displayed in the Govt. Website only.

Angul Irrigation Circle, Angul.

Sd/-
Additional Chief Engineer,
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NAME OF
BOARD/CORP./
AUTH

HARYANA

SR. NAME OF WORK
No. NOTICE TENDER

- CONSTRUCTION OF GALVANIZED

1 HI:;)&SIICI\]IEG STEEL SHEET SHED/STABLE FOR | 16.06.2026
CORPORATION, MAP GUARD TEAM IN PTC 23.06.2026
PANCHKULA SUNARIA ROHTAK. + 10 WORKS

OPENING
DATE CLOSING
DATE (TIME)

AMOUNT /
EMD (APPROX.)
IN RUPEES

58.17.05.180/- https://etenders.hry.nic.in

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

WEBSITE
OF THE
BOARD/CORP./
AUTH

NODAL OFFICER/
CONTACT
DETAILS/EMAIL

9463200487

& www.hphc.org.in dbpanchkula@yahoo.com

No- 46340/HRY

which run into hundreds of
pages, said officials. As of now,
only NHAI officials have been
given access to this system.

NHAI Chairman Santosh
Kumar Yadav said that the ac-
cesswill alsobe granted to con-
sultants and contractors soon
afterensuring that thereare no
loopholes that could lead to
misuse of the Authority's in-
formation.

“This system was needed
because when we carried out
the workflow study of Project
Directors and regional officers
of NHAI last year, we found that
they have to be unnecessarily
involved in a number of work,
which can be easily done
through Al tools. With this sys-
tem in place, any official can
check the defect of a highway
by just uploading a photo. The
system will quickly run
through hundreds of guide-
lines, codes, notification, spec-
ifications and give the result,”
said Yadav.

He said that NHAI's Al sys-
tem also addresses the problem

of faulty DPRs, which become
the foundation of any highways
project. This problem has been
repeatedly flagged by Union
Minister of Road Transport and
Highways (MoRTH) Nitin Gad-
kari who said that road acci-
dents and fatalities in India are
increasing because of poor civil
engineers, consultants, conces-
sionaires and substandard
DPRs.

“Our biggest problem is
DPRs. For instance, In a Rs
2,000 crore project, there will
always be a variation of Rs200-
300 crore. Besides, additional
work has to be taken up. Now,
we have tojust upload the DPR
of any project and the Al system
will find the errors against IRC
codes, MoRTH and standard
policy circulars. Thus, these
problems can be fixed in ad-
vance,” said Yadav.

The NHAI's Al team has also
developed a Technical Sched-
ule Analyzer tool, which re-
views DPR's schedule Band C
documents and flags findings
by severity and scoring com-

pleteness. Schedule B and
Schedule C are core technical
annexures that define the exact
physical scope of the highway
project.

Apart from this, NHAI also
has an in-house chat-based Al
agent, Margsarthi, where offi-
cials can place their queries.
For instance, a field engineer
can photograph a problem-hit
site and ask Margsarthi what to
do next as per the guidelines.
The AI tool, connected to
NHAI's datalake, went live on
April 18. It has received over
50,000 queries from around
1,100 users so far. Over 40% of
the questions were on circulars
and documents.

The other tools are Kick-Off
and MPR insights, which track
every issues raised in kick off
meetings and monthly project
reports, flags critical issues and
bottlenecks with a direct link
back to the original minutes,
and surfaces high-priority and
overdueissues, each with arec-
ommended action and a cita-
tion to the source page.

After tariff shock, Andhra’s
shrimp farmers face anew
crisis as feed prices surge

Sreenivas Janyala
Hyderabad, June18

MONTHS AFTER the US tariff
shock, shrimp farmers in
Andhra Pradesh are facing re-
newed financial pressure froma
hike in aqua feed prices, signifi-
cantly increasing production
costs and prompting threats of
protests.

According to industry esti-
mates, feed maker companies
haveincreased pricesbyRs12-16
per kg with effect from June 13.
The hike comes at a time when
shrimp farmersaresstill recover-
ing from the disruptions and
losses caused by the US tariffs.

Farmers operating aqua
ponds, which require thousands
of kilograms of feed every week,
are now feeling the pinch.

“The cost of feed is up by at
least Rs 12,000-Rs 14,000 per
tonne of feed. Feed is SO percent
of the expenditure in a shrimp
pond. From Rs 2-3 1akh, the in-
vestment has now risen to over
Rs 4 lakh. How can farmers af-
ford to pay such steep prices?
They are already reeling from
the US tariffs row a few months
back,” said Duggineni Gopinath,
aleader of ashrimp farmers’ as-
sociation.

Fortheir part, aqua feed com-
panies cite rising fuel and trans-
portation costs.

“Price rise wasinevitable be-
cause prices of raw materials,
fuel, and transportation have
gone up. Some increased prices
in February. Small companies
cannot sustain without this price
hike,” said Alluri Krishna, owner
of a Kakinada-based aqua feed
company.

Shrimp farmers’leader Gopi-
nath said about 2.5 lakh aqua
farmers were reeling under the
impactofthe pricerise. Lastyear,
as US tariffs touched nearly 60

Thestatehas2.5lakh
aquafarmer families,
ofwhich2lakhare
smalland medium
farmers. Another 30
lakhpeopledepend
onalliedsectors

per cent, shrimp farmers either
halted or scaled down produc-
tion. The Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment had estimated losses of
aboutRs 25,000 crore. While the
withdrawal of the tariffs eased
pressure on the sector, many
farmers say they are yet to fully
recover fromthelossesincurred
during that period.

Shrimp economy

India exports approximately
8 lakh tonnes of shrimp a year,
with Andhra Pradesh account-
ing for over 60 per cent of pro-
duction. The state accounts for
80 percent of the country’s
shrimp exports and 34 per cent
of marine exports, valued at
around Rs 21,246 crore annually.

The state has 2.5 lakh aqua
farmer families, of which 2 lakh
are small and medium farmers.
Another 30 lakh people depend
on allied sectors. According to
the Union Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry, India ex-
ported arecord 17,81,602 MT of
seafood worth US$ 7.38 billion
(Rs60,523.89 crore) in 2023-24,
of which frozen shrimp alone
accounted for 92 percent — a
significant share from AP.

Even before the latest hike,
per-acre investment in shrimp
farming had already risen,
driven by fears of diseases and
viral infectionsin ponds, forcing
farmersto spend more on medi-
cines, disease prevention and
pond management. The latest

Municipal Corporation Jodhpur
Near Polytechnic College Residency Road Jodhpur

email:-"ceo_ nnj@rediffmail.com"” Phone:-02912651464, FAX:-02912651464

S.No : 4608

NOTICE INVITING BIDS
(UBN Number DLB2627SLOB07652)

Date:- 15.06.2026

Online bids are invited electronically on behalf of the Municipal Corporation Jodhpur
for the work “PROCUREMENT OF SERVICE FOR OPERATION OF DOOR TO
DOOR HOUSEHOLD WASTE COLLECTION, SEGREGATION AND
TRANSPORTATION OF COLLECTED HOUSEHOLD WASTE UPTO TRANSFER
STATION THROUGH REAL TIME MONITORING USING GEO-FENCING, VTS
BASED MONITORING SYSTEM IN VARIOUS WARD OF ZONE NO.4 (WARD NO.
51,78,79 ) OF NAGAR NIGAM JODHPUR ) Of Nagar Nigam Jodhpur”, from
enlisted/ eligible bidders of appropriate class of the department/ organization, latest up
to3PMon - - -26.

The complete Bidding Document may be seen or downloaded from the website of
State Public Procurement Portal http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in or e-procurement
portal http://leproc.rajasthan.gov.in Commissioner

Raj.Samwad/C/26/5103 Municipal Corporation Jodhpur

increase is now compounding
that strain.

Farmers say they did not see
the hike coming.

“Investments almost
doubled due to the feed price
hike but there is no correspond-
ing rise in prices of shrimp so
we have to absorb the losses.
Small and medium farmers,
who comprise the majority of
the shrimp farmers, are the
worst affected. Many of them
have taken loans, and if profits
areless, they will find it difficult
to repay. Feed companies also
broke the rule of always inform-
ing the farmers before increas-
ingthe prices,” said BBalaram,
who has two one-acre pondsin
Palacole.

Y Satyam, another small
shrimp farmer from Bhimava-
ram, said aqua feed prices have
increased by nearly Rs 16 per
kilogram between February and
June, while shrimp market
prices have fallen below produc-
tion costs, causing heavy losses
to farmers.

As prices continue to climb,
the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has sought to intervene,
announcing a 15-member AP
Shrimp Feed Ingredients Price
Monitoring Committee with
representatives from the State
Institute of Fisheries Technol-
ogy (SIFT), Marine Products Ex-
port Development Authority
(MPEDA), Central Institute of
Brackishwater Aquaculture
(CIBA), A.P. State Aquaculture
Development Authority (AP-
SADA)and aqua farmers’ associ-
ations.

“The committee will regulate
the feed prices, put a check on
unnecessary price hikes and
bring transparency into pricing
policies,” Agriculture and
Fisheries Minister K Atchan-
naidu said.

Odishasuspends
senior IPS officer

Bhubaneswar: The Odisha gov-
ernment Thursday suspended
senior IPS officer Dayal Gang-
war following an inquiry into
allegations that a 32-year-old
constable who was lynched at
Balianta last month had been
illegally engaged in domestic
work while serving under him.
Officials said the CM approved
Gangwar’ssuspension.  ENS

S

No. : 515-1700/SSTPP/MPPGCL/P&W/2170

‘a M.P. POWER GENERATING COMPANY LIMITED
;:J'J Office of The Addl. C.E. (P&W), Shree Singaji Thermal Power Project
Dongalia, Distt. Khandwa (M.P.), E-mail ID : sepnw.sstpp1 @ gmail.com

Date : 18.06.2026

Tender Particulars/Tender Number Estimated Tender Lasl Dale and
Cost (Rs.) Cost & | Time for Closing
(Including | EMD in of Online
G3T) Rs. submission
WU tfor repairing of damaged flat return rollers S0OR-1600 HS. 1,69,400/- 22.06.2026
of 1600 mm wide conveyor and Repairing/Refurbishment | 84,68,526/- | & 2000/~ | Up 10 15:30 hrs.
of damaged conveyor counter shaft, damaged drive shaft | {including
along with replacement of damaged sprocket, deck/return | G.5.T.)
roller of apron feeder, Fabrication and supply of special
type track bolt of apron feeder and damaged arm of side
arm charger of CHP Ph-l, SSTPP, MPPGCL, Dongalia
(T-2026_MPPGC_507560 1)

www.mptenders.gov.in

M.P. Madhyam/126464/2026

For extension & other details, the bidders are requested to please visit e-portal of GoMP at

/ SAVE ELECTRICITY //

SE (P&W)

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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Skill Show
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Commandos of Bihar Home Guard demonstrate their skills at their
Passing Out Parade ceremony, in Patna on Thursday. ani

EBOLA SCARE IN KERALA
52-yr-old woman who
travelled from South
Sudan hospitalised
with symptoms

India has not
reported any
confirmed Ebola
case since the
virus outbreak
in parts of Africa
Shaju Philip

Thiruvanananthapuram,
Junel8

A 52-year-old woman from Ke-
rala, who recently travelled
from South Sudan, has been
admitted to the Medical Col-
lege Hospital in Kottayam with
suspected symptoms of Ebola.

Officials at the medical col-
lege said the patient displayed
symptoms of Ebola and had a
travel history that included
Sudan. “Samples have been col-
lected and dispatched for lab-
oratory investigation. We are
awaiting the test reports for final
confirmation,” an official said.

The woman, who was first
treated at a private hospital in
Kottayam district’s Pala, was
moved to the government
medical college on Wednesday
night. She had developed a
fever, headache, muscle pain
and a sore throat.

Health Minister K Mura-
leedharan said the woman had
travelled alone from Sudan to
IndiaviaUganda. Her family is
in Pala in Kottayam district.
“We have made all arrange-
ments to meet any eventuality.

However, there isno ground for
panic at this stage. The woman
has been admitted to an isola-
tion room in the medical col-
lege,” he said.

India hasso far not reported
any confirmed cases of Ebola.
Last month, Union Minister of
Health and Family Welfare
Jagat Prakash Nadda reviewed
preparedness and surveillance
measures for Ebola disease in
view of the recent outbreak in
some parts of Africa.

At the outset, the Union
Health Minister said, “India has
not reported any case of Bundi-
bugyo Ebola disease to date.”
However, following the declar-
ation of Ebola as a Public
Health Emergency of Interna-
tional Concern (PHEIC) by the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) and Public Health
Emergency of Continental Se-
curity (PHECS) by the Africa
CDC, the Government of India
isclosely monitoring the Ebola
situation in Africa and has pro-
actively intensified surveil-
lance and preparedness
measures across the country as
an abundant precaution to
safeguard public health, auth-
orities have said.

Subsequently, the Health
Ministry has issued a special
health alert across the country
in response to the Ebola situ-
ation in the African nations of
the Democratic Republic of
Congo, Uganda, and South
Sudan. Travellers arriving from
these countries were advised to
strictly follow the prescribed
health and safety guidelines.

Madras High Court halts
church construction near
Coimbatore temple citing
public order, disputed land

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, June 18

THE MADRAS High Court has
temporarily halted the construc-
tion of a church near a century-
old Hindu temple in Coimba-
tore, citing disputed ownership
of the proposed site, its classifi-
cation in revenue records as a
public road, and concerns that
the project could disturb relig-
iousharmonyinacity with a his-
tory of communal violence.

The interim injunction was
issued on May 29 by a Division
Bench comprising Justices GR
Swaminathan and V Lakshmi-
narayanan.

The case was brought by N
Balasubramaniyam, a resident
of Kalapatti, who challenged
communications issued by the
Coimbatore District Collector
and the revenue divisional of-
ficer providing police protection
for the construction of the CSI
Christ King Church.

The court said the proposed
buildingwould stand closetoan

. existing Mariyamman temple

and recorded the petitioner’s
claim that only a small number
of Christian familieslived in the
locality. “Coimbatore is a com-
munally sensitive city. It wit-
nessed bomb blasts and bloody
religious riots. The proposed
church would come up withina
stone’s throw from the existing
Mariyamman Temple. There are
only a handful of Christian
families. If a large church is pro-
posed tobe constructed in the vi-
cinity of the Mariyamman
Temple, mala fide intentions
cannot be ruled out.”

The Bench also recorded an
allegation by the petitioner’s
lawyer that the proposed build-
ing could be used for religious
conversion, without making a

findingthat such activity had oc-
curred.

“The counsel for the peti-
tioner hints at the possibility of
the new building being a centre
of conversion activity. We are a
secular nation. We are a pluralist
society. Religious amity hastobe
preserved. If a religious right is
established, thenitisthe duty of
the State to aid in its enforce-
ment,” the court observed.

Atthecentre ofthedisputeis
land identified as Old Survey No.
155/2. The court said revenue
recordsdescribeditasatarroad,
while the material placed before
it was insufficient to establish
that the church was being built
on privately owned pattaland.

“The material on record is
utterly insufficient to conclude
that the church is to come up
on a patta land. Title cannot
vestin a private body when the
revenue record indicates that it
is a public road. In that event,
title has to be established by fil-
ingasuit. Asondate thereisno
declaration in favour of the
Church,” it observed.

The Bench referred tothe Su-
preme Court’s directions pro-
hibiting religious structures on
roads and road margins. It also
noted thatacivil suit filed in 2011
by worshippers of the Mariyam-
man temple, challenging the
original permission granted for
the church, remained pending
before the District Munsif Court
in Coimbatore.

The District Collector had
granted permission for the con-
struction in January 2010. But
the project did not proceed for
more than a decade amid local
opposition, litigation, law-and-
order concerns and peace meet-
ings. The collector later appears
to have directed the private re-
spondents to stop the work.
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e MODI-TRUMP G7 MEETING

Conciliatory signs
from Trump, but
unpredictability
frames challenge

e
SHUBHAJIT Roy

WHEN PRIME Minister Narendra Modi last met US Presi-
dent Donald Trump — at the White House in February last
year —both sides discussed a trade deal aimed atlowering
tariffs and set a bilateral trade target of $500 billion.

The months that followed saw bilateral relations
plumbing new depths, largely driven by steep US tariffs
and Trump’s claims of brokering a ceasefire during Oper-
ation Sindoor.

Sixteen months after that White House meeting, Modi
and Trump met for the first time at the French resort
town of Evian Wednesday, on the sidelines of the G7
leaders’ summit. After months of strained ties, the meet-
ing projected a positive path ahead.

How theties plummeted

The first flashpoint was Operation Sindoor. Trump
claimed he had brokered the ceasefire between India and
Pakistan. in a tough phone call with Trump, Modi
rejected the US President’s claims of any role. Pakistan,
meanwhile, stepped up efforts to woo Trump. It thanked
him for the ceasefire and cut cryptocurrency and critical
mineral deals with his family members.

The lowest point, arguably, came when the US
imposed 5S0% tariffs on India in August — 25% were in
response to Indian tariffs and the rest was for buying
Russian oil. This forced India to cut energy imports from
Russia, though the USlater issued a sanctions waiver.

In September, Trump raised the annual fee for H1-B
visasto $100,000 — making it prohibitively expensive
for tech companies to hire Indian professionalsin the US.
This month, a USjudge struck down the fee, though the
administration may appeal in the Supreme Court.

India’s efforts

Though the Trump ad-
ministration used econ-
omic leverage as a puni-
tive measure against
India, New Delhi kept
working the phones.

By February, India and
the US arrived at a frame-
work thatwouldleadtoa
trade deal. By then, India’s
imports from Russia had
also dipped. In the mean-
time, Delhi started engag-
ing with Trump. Modi wel-
comed the US President’s
effortstobringin a cease-
fireinthe warin Gaza, and
his efforts to end the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war.

By the end of February,
however, another war
broke out — one started by
the US and Israel against
Iran. The attack prompted
Iran to effectively close the
Strait of Hormuz, setting
off aglobal energy shock.

In May, US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio arrived
in Delhiin an attemptto
repair bilateral relations.
But the recent killing of three Indian seafarers in the Gulf
by the US navy created more tensions, exacerbated by
Rubio’s response.
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PM Modi during the G7
summit on Wednesday. ap

MENDING FENCES

® The strategic trust developed
over the last two-and-half dec-
ades withthe US hastakena
beating.

® Both sides will now have to
work onits relationship to regain
the lost trust.

® Delhiwill hope that Trump’s
conciliatory statementsare a
signal to mend fences.

The Modi-Trump meeting

Keepingin mind this volatile context, the Trump-
Modi bilateral meeting marked a significant moment.
These are some takeaways from India’s engagement with
the US over these months and the latest meeting;:

FIRST, Trump hasripped up the international system,
and New Delhi is notimmune to any actions he
undertakes — either in his neighbourhood (Venezuela or
Cuba) or far away (Iran). The war in West Asia has
disrupted the Indian economy. But Trump’s actionsin
Venezuela have allowed India to import oil from the
South American country after a hiatus.

SECOND, Trump may be mercurial and unpredictable,
but understands the sensitivities of Indian government
and its politics. So he was effusive about Modi, did not
push backon the issue of seafarers’ deaths due to the US
navy —aswas done by Rubio — maintained his welcom-
ing posture for skilled Indian professionals, and vowed
security support for Indiain the face of threats.

THIRD, New Delhi’s assessment is that Trump is will-
ingto manage China on hisown, and doesn’t need any
allies or like-minded partners like the Quad. The US
President hasreached out to his Chinese counterpart Xi
Jinping, has promoted the concept of G2 (US and China),
and is aware of Beijing’s through critical mineral lever-
age, Al progress and manufacturing prowess. So, India
needsto engage with China as well as assert its redlines,
with help from like-minded partners.

FOURTH, India also understands that Trump needs to
be managed for the next three years, and an openly con-
frontational approach or submissive behaviour doesn’t
work. Modi’s approach — crediting him for peace efforts
while working on a trade deal to limit tariffs — is the best
possible strategy.

FIFTH, asthe US limits its access, New Delhi wants to
keep its choices open — with Europe, Australia, Japan,
Singapore, Gulf monarchies and other like-minded
partners for capital, technology and destination for In-
dian students, workers and professionals.

Iran gets ‘understanding’, world

e US-IRAN INTERIM AGREEMENT

gets Hormuz, Trump gets his exit

Nuclear issue, Strait of
Hormuz, sanctions:
A point-by-point look
ata pact that sets broader
terms for US-Iran ties

EXPERT EXPLAINS
BASHIR ALI ABBAS

SENIOR RESEARCH ASSOCIATE, COUNCIL FOR
STRATEGIC AND DEFENSE RESEARCH, NEW DELHI

The US and Iran signed a 14-clause Mem-
orandum of Understanding (MoU) to begin
60 days of negotiations for a final deal on
June 17 and 18, respectively.

Unlike the 2015 Barack Obama-era nu-
clear agreement, the 2026 MoU indicates
that the final agreement would both ad-
dress the Iranian nuclear programme and
set the terms of the US-Iran political rela-
tionship. These terms potentially make the
Islamic Republic stronger than it has ever
been since 1979, allowing it greater econ-
omic relief and the necessary geopolitical
consent to build-up conventional military
capabilities that can reshape West Asia’s
balance of power.

Here is a breakdown of the key points,
what each side has promised, and what it
says about their respective positions after
months of conflict.

CLAUSE 1: End to hostilities on all
fronts including Lebanon

This is the principal war termination
clause. Compared to the April 8 ceasefire,
the MoU signed by US President Donald
Trump and Iranian President Masoud Pe-
zeshkian cements Lebanon’s integration
with the US-Iran cessation of hostilities.

The 60-day interim period naturally
bears the risk of resumed Israeli bombard-
ment of Lebanon. But, Iran accepted US in-
centives (immediate removal of naval block-
ade in the Strait of Hormuz) to refrain from
resuming hostilities against Israel/US tar-
gets, despite having committed to respond
toIsrael’s bombing of Beirut. This set a new
precedent in terms of what Iran can accept.

CLAUSE 2: No interferencein
internal affairs

The immediate import of this clause is
the removal of Trump’s rationale for resum-
ing attacks on Iran. Between January 13
(when Trump stated that “helpisonitsway”
in support of Iranian anti-government pro-
testors) and February 28 (war initiation),
Washington’s rationale oscillated between
“regime change” and de-nuclearisation. The
clauseis, thus, imperative in Tehran’s view.

CLAUSE 3 contains a crucial provision
allowing both sides to extend the 60-day
period before a final agreement, with mu-
tual consent.

CLAUSE 4: Removal of US blockade

By June 16, the US Navy had already ef-
fectively withdrawn its blockade. In func-
tional terms, withdrawal would refer to the
remaining US Carrier Strike Groups in the
Strait of Hormuz.

CLAUSE 5: Passage through Hormuz

Iran will allow unconditional transit
passage to shipping in the Strait of Hormuz.
However, it is the provision allowing Iran
(and Oman) to define the future adminis-
tration of the Strait that that meets Iran’s
consistent demand that the Strait cannot
return to its pre-war status.

US President Donald Trump signs the Iran MoU at the Palace of Versailles. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio and France President Emmanuel Macron are also seen. pTi

«Israel’sLebanon occupationmap ,

A new IDF map shows its
expanded control zone
in Lebanon. The US-Iran
pact covers Lebanon,
but Israel refuses to
withdraw troops.

‘Naval security zone’
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Oman and Iran canreach ajoint frame-
work that can potentially mimic Turkish
fee arrangements for the Dardanelles and
Bosphorus Straits under the Montreux
Convention. Since about 20-25% of oil and
20% of gas shipping globally relies on the
Strait of Hormuz, estimated annual rev-
enue could exceed $11-13 billion.

CLAUSE 6: $300-billion plan for
reconstruction of Iran

The reconstruction initiative, to be de-
veloped by the US and its regional partners,
is significant and a key distinguishing el-
ement from past negotiations for the 2015
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) for limiting Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme. The $300-billion fund will act as
Iran’s avenue to re-access the international
economy. It also contains incentives for
businesseslinked toboth Trump and Steve
Witkoff, the investor and US Special Envoy
to the Middle East.

CLAUSE 7: Sanctions reliefin final deal

This clause, providing will have to ad-
dress several categories of US unilateral
sanctions on Iran, including those on the
energy and shipping sectors. A Wall Street
Journal estimate suggests that Iranian oil
and fuel sales could generate around $60
billion in annual revenue. Washington will
also have to address the interlinkage of
three types of sanctions —on Iran’s nuclear
activities, counter-terrorism related sanc-
tions and designations.

CLAUSE 8: Iran to not procure or
develop nuclear weapons

The clause reaffirmsIran’s commitment
notto pursueanuclear programme. Thisre-
flects a continuity in Iran’s position since
2003. The coredistinguishing factor from the
JCPOA negotiation timeline (roughly 2013-
15) is Iran’s stockpile of 60% enriched ura-
nium, which it did not possess at the time.
Now, the MoU evidently does not mandate
Irantotransferitsenriched nuclear material
to any third country. This is a significant di-
vergence from the original US position.

With fundamental changes to Iran’s nu-
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clear programme having been forced
through US action, it is Iran’s other shifts
since 2018 that will have to be addressed.

Trump withdrew the US from the
JCPOA back in 2018. Tehran formally ter-
minated its remaining commitments after
its October 2025 expiry and has, over time,
withdrawn from other international moni-
toring protocols.

CLAUSE 9: Status quo until final deal
While thisis meant to secure the gains of
the MoU, none of the 14 clauses contain any
reference to negotiations over ballistic mis-
siles or Iran’s relationships with regional
non-state actors. On July 17, Trump alsoim-
plied hiswillingness tolet Iran retain ballistic
missile capabilities. Here, too, the US Presi-
dent has moved significantly from hisration-
ale for his2018 withdrawal from the JCPOA.

CLAUSE 10 (sanctions waivers) acts as an
interim arrangement before Clause 7
(sanctions removal) is operationalised.

CLAUSE 11: US unfreezes Iranian assets
Iran’s frozen fundsin foreign banks and
holdings amount to over $100 billion.
Around $12 billion has reportedly already
been unfrozen and made available to Iran.

CLAUSE12 provides for creating a mechan-
ism to monitor the implementation of the
MoU. This matters for the operationalisa-
tion of Clause 3, which allows mutually de-
cided extensions to the 60-day window.

CLAUSE 13 sets a hierarchy of mutual prio-
rities during the 60 days.

FINALLY, CLAUSE 14 provides for a binding
UN Security Council Resolution for endors-
ing the deal. This is notable because it
comes despite the Trump administration’s
disdain for the UN’s mechanisms.

The JCPOA was endorsed by a UNSC
resolution 2231, whose binding nature was
affirmed in the text through Article 25 of
the UN Charter. While the new UNSC Res-
olution will have to be similar, Iran could
potentially seek fail-safe arrangements.

MoU a setback:
the options now
for Israel, its PM

YASHEE

WITH THE US-Iran Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
signed, President Donald Trump has posted on Truth Social
that the “fools” who think he hasn’t been tough enough on Iran
“are either jealous, bad people, or stupid”. This is unfortunate
for his ally Israel, where a large section does believe that the
MoU is very generous to Tehran.

“The mood in Israel is a mixture of anger, suspicion, and
humiliation right now. The hawks in the ruling coalition are
denouncing the deal as bad or non-binding, with some on the
right wing accusing Trump of abandoning Israel. The Opposi-
tion calls it a strategic failure. The deeper mood is that Israel
fought hard, but Washington and Tehran may now be defining
the exit,” Yonatan Touval, an analyst with the Israeli thinktank
Mitvim, told The Indian Express.

Israel has insisted that despite what the MoU says, it won’t
stopits Lebanon campaign, where it is fighting the armed wing
of the Hezbollah, a Shia group supported by Iran.

Whatis the road ahead for Israel?

The MoU says that Iran and US will negotiate a final deal
within 60 days. For Israel, the immediate job will be to use these
60 days to secure more favourable terms, while maintaining
cautious freedom of action in Lebanon.

“Thereis almost zero chance that Israel just stops everything
in Lebanon tomorrow. Even if there is a ceasefire, it will take
time to negotiate and implement. In the 60 days, Israel would
try to press the US for better terms, regarding Iran’s enriched
uranium, enrichment facilities and centrifuges for example, in
any final deal,” Dahlia Scheindlin, a Tel Aviv-based political
analyst, told The Indian Express.

Israel and Lebanon are holding parallel negotiations for
peace, mediated by the US, but have not made substantial prog-
ress. “Israel now faces a real dilemma: whether to insist on pre-
serving unilateral freedom of action, at the risk of friction with
Washington, or to accept the MoU’s de-escalatory logic and try
to convert military gains into an enforceable Lebanese-state
framework. The sensible course is not endless attrition, but a
harder version of diplomacy: codified red lines, rapid response
toimmediate threats, US-backed enforcement, Lebanese Army
responsibility, and no return to a Hezbollah military presence
along the border,” Touval said.

Israel has attacked Lebanon multiple times, each time aim-
ing to defeat the Hezbollah, which manages to survive. What
are its goals in Lebanon now?

Touval said this would involve Hezbollah “pushed away
from theIsrael-Lebanon border, stripped of open military free-
dom in the south, unable to fire rockets/drones at Israel, and
reduced from a forward-deployed border army into a hostile
Lebanese political actor, still dangerous inside Lebanon but no
longer positioned to threaten Israel directly from the border.”

What does the MoU mean for Netanyahu?

The MoU chips away at two of Netanyahu’s core strengths
— his ‘tough on security’ posturing, and his friendship with
Trump. His actions in Gaza and Lebanon have dented Israel’s
image, without delivering on the promises of a defanged Iran
and a defeated Hezbollah. And the timing couldn’t have been
worse, with elections around three months away.

Scheindlin said it was high time for Netanyahu to learn how
to convert military gains into diplomatic ones. “This govern-
ment has little trust in political processes. Even in Lebanon,
they believe force is the only way,” she said. But elections are
due in a few months, could policy change if the prime minister
changes? “So far, the Opposition has been claiming that it would
have fought the same wars, but better. If there is a new govern-
ment, it would need a new, bold vision for peace. However, there
isindeed an expectation that agovernment not headed by Net-
anyahu would be more restrained,” Scheindlin said.

And what do the voters of Israel want? “Alarge section of Is-
raelis has become conditioned to want complete military vic-
tory. After October 7, people think such an attack could happen
any day, there is this life and death attitude to everything. But
it is inexcusable for a government to think like that. The gov-
ernment’s job is to take a long-term, strategic view,” she said.

® CLIMATE

Why the monsoon’s progress has stalled over Maharashtra

Anjali Marar
Bengaluru, June 18

IT HAS been a fortnight since the official
commencement of the southwest monsoon
season, but its performance has largely
been sub-nominal so far. All-India rain was
38% below average between Juneland 17.

The June-September southwest mon-
soon brings more than 70% of India’s an-
nual rainfall. The monsoon arrives over the
Andaman Sea in the third week of May and
advances into the mainland through Ke-
rala, generally by June 1. It then advances
insurges and reaches north Uttar Pradesh,
Delhi and its neighbouring areas by theend
of June, and covers the entire country by
July 15. But an early or timely onset of the
monsoon does not guarantee good rainfall
or its distribution, or vice versa.

How has the monsoon progressed?
After onset over Kerala on June 4, the
southwest monsoon progressed for four
consecutive days. It advanced early into
parts of the west coast, including Karnataka
and Goa, but marked a delayed onset over

most regions in northeast India.

The rainfall intensity over Kerala, south-
ern Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Lakshadweep,
and the whole of northeast India picked up
in early June, but did not sustain for long.
Upto June 10, the southwest India region
recorded a 8% rain surplus.

Maharashtra’s wait for the monsoon has
now gotten longer, and there are no clear
indications of possible onset yet. Thelatest
monsoonal advance was on June 8, over
parts of south Konkan and adjoining areas
of south Madhya Maharashtra.

Overall, the Arabian Sea branch of the
monsoon appears to be making slower
progress this year compared to the Bay of
Bengal branch.

After June 8, the monsoon advance
continued mainly along eastern India re-
gions. On June 15, the monsoon advanced
into the remaining parts of Andhra Pra-
desh, West Bengal, Telangana, Odisha,
Jharkhand and Bihar.

Why has it slowed over Maharashtra?
FIRST, monsoonal winds from the Ara-
bian Sea since the onset period have

. Rainshortfallinthe West

Rainfall .Rainfalldeparture- _Q-
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568 mm | ET
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Konkan and Goa

port of other weather systems. These can
be in the form of low-pressure areas or
cyclonic circulations, either present over
the Arabian Sea, the Bay of Bengal or an off-
shore trough (low-pressure belt) parallel to
the west coast. All of these are now absent.

FOURTH, the southwest monsoon also

38%

All-India requires favourable global weather factors.
rainfall deficit One such system is the Madden-Julian Os-
?Srt]‘gﬁ; cillation (MJO), an eastward propagating

Marathwada 26.9 mm
Vidarbha 19.2mm
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weakened. Instead, stronger northerly or
northwesterly dry winds are dominating
the region and acting as barriers for the in-
coming, weak monsoonal winds. More-
over, these weak monsoon wind flowslack
a strong surge from the Arabian Sea. It is
these monsoon pulses that drive moisture
and cause widespread rainfall while also
helping the monsoon advance.

SECOND, cross-equatorial wind flow over
the western Indian Ocean and Arabian Sea
hasweakened. These winds pump in moist-
ure, aiding the monsoon’s advance.

THIRD, the monsoon requires the sup-

New Delhi

wind and cloud band originating in the
Mediterranean Sea. When MJOisin the fa-
vourable phase, it causes rainfall over
India. However, that is not the case now.

How will the monsoon advance now?

Since June 16, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has not released any up-
dates on monsoon advancement over Ma-
harashtra. This not only indicates a delayed
monsoon onset but also greater uncer-
tainty over its likelihood.

The monsoon is most likely to advance
next over Telangana, Odisha, Jharkhand,
Bihar, and some parts of Chhattisgarh
sometime during the next four to five days,
the IMD said Thursday.
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Oil now flowing through Hormuz, but .L
Israeli strikes in Lebanon raise doubts .

Vance: Iran won't
have missiles that
can threaten the
‘entire world’

Reuters
Beirut, Jerusalem, Qlailieh,
Junel7

Some 12.5 MILLION barrels of
crudesailed through the Strait of
Hormuz overnight, US Vice
President JD Vance said on
Thursday, hours after President
Donald Trump signed a deal
with Irantoend the warthathas
disrupted global energy
supplies.

Butin Lebanon Israeli forces
launched fresh airstrikes early
on Thursday, raising doubt
about how far Trump will go to
forcehiswartimealliestohaltan
offensive he hasnow pledged to
end.

The US President put his sig-
nature on Wednesday on the
“memorandum of understand-
ing” toend the war, asdid Iran's
President Masoud Pezeshkian,
bringing it into effect two days
earlier than previously expected.
It calls forimmediate opening of
the Strait of Hormuz and lifting
of aUS blockade of Iran's ports.

Vance, who is slated to be at
the formal ceremony in Switzer-
land onFridayto confirmthein-
terim accord, said the US ex-
pected Tehran would not have
missiles that can “broadly
threaten the entire world.”

He said Thursday marked
the start of the 60-day negoti-

US President Donald Trump gets a tour of the Chateau de Versailles from President of France
Emmanuel Macron ahead of a dinner on Wednesday. ReuTers

“Today, US forces lifted the blockade on all
maritime traffic entering and exiting Iranian
ports and coastal areas... American forces are
notimpeding the transit of vessels to or from
Iranian ports. All US military blockade
enforcement efforts have ceased. Our great
Naval Ships will remain in the general area to
make sure that all aspects of the agreement

are adhered to.”

US CENTRAL COMMAND @CENTCOM ON X

ation period to reach a final
settlement to the war, which
Trump launched in February
alongsideIsraeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu.

Though shippers say it will
still take time for transit across
the Strait toreach pre-war levels,

withaneedyettoensuresafeac-
cessand clear mines, there were
immediate signs of an impact.
Shipswhich once might have
concealed their positions by
switching off their transponders
were now broadcasting their lo-
cations, poised to transit Strait.

But Israel, which launched
an invasion of Lebanon in
March and has since seized a
large swathe of the south, was
excluded from the negotiations.

Iran has always said any
peace deal must also cover Leba-
non. In an apparent major con-
cession to Iran, the memoran-
dum signed by Trump explicitly
calls for the “permanent termi-
nation” of the war in Lebanon
and for its “territorial integrity
and sovereignty” to be ensured.

Vance said one goal of the
dealwith Iran wastoallow Leba-
nese authorities to police the
south of the country. “What we
want to see is the Lebanese gov-
ernment... able to police south-
ern Lebanon, so that Hezbollah
has not taken over the country,
theIsraelisare not threatened...”

Israelissues new Lebanon
‘occupation’ map, in talks
with US over deployment

Jerusalem: Israel’s military
published a map on Thursday
showing an expanded zone of
control for its troops in south-
ern Lebanon, as Israeli officials
told Reuters Israel was holding
talks with the US over continu-
ingits deployment.
Aninterim pact signed on
Wednesday toend the US-Israeli
war with Iran calls for an end to
fighting on all fronts, including
in Lebanon, and for parties to
ensure “the territorial integrity
and sovereignty of Lebanon.”
Israel has rejected calls to
withdraw troops from southern
Lebanon, which it invaded in
March inresponse torocket fire
by the Iran-backed Hezbollah

militia. Israeli attacks and the
destruction of villages have
killed thousands and set off a
displacement crisis.

Hezbollah has continued to
launch attacks on Israeli posi-
tionsin the south this week, in-
cluding with explosive drones
that have killed and injured
troops.

The military, which in April
published a map marking its
so-called buffer zone in south-
ern Lebanon, released a new
map that shows its troops are
operating several kilometres
deeper into the country, includ-
ing near the Hezbollah strong-
hold of Nabatieh north of the
Litani River. REUTERS

Mojtaba Khamenei: Approved MoU
after assurances on Iran’s rights

Reuters
Tehran, June 18

IRAN’S SUPREME Leader
Mojtaba Khamenei said on
Thursday he had authorised a
memorandum of understand-
ing signed by the Iranian and
US presidents, despite holdinga
different view, after receiving as-
surances from President Masoud
Pezeshkian and other senior of-
ficials that Iran’s rights and the
interests of the “Resistance
Front” would be safeguarded.

In a written message to the
Iranian nation, Khamenei said
Pezeshkian, in his
capacity as head of the Su-
preme National Security Coun-
cil, had accepted responsibility
for ensuring the agreement
protected Iran’s interests and
pledged not toyield if Washing-
ton made what he described as
excessive demands.

Khamenei added that
future face-to-face negotiations
with the USwould not mean ac-
cepting “the enemy's position”.

“You can’tjust kill your way out’: Vance criticises Israel ‘freakout’ over deal

Reuters
Washington, June 18
US VICE President JD Vance
criticized Israel for a “weird
panic” and “freakout” over the
agreement struck between the
US and Iran, in an interview re-
leased on Thursday as the
Trump administration soughtto
tamp down criticism of the deal.
Israeli officials across the
political spectrum, including
some of Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu's allies, have
criticized the agreement,

saying it did not address their
concernsover Iran’snuclearand
ballistic missile programs and
would tie down Israel’s military
operations against Iran-backed
Hezbollah militia in Lebanon.
“Thereisthis weird panic al-
most in the Israeli system that
I've picked up on where they as-
sume thateverythingthatiscon-
templated that is good for Iran
will happen — but that will
happen without the Iranians
changing any behavior,” Vance
said in an interview with The
New York Times. “That'snothow

india—origin cargo ship chief
engineer charged over 2024
Baltimore bridge collapse

Associated Press
Baltimore, June18

PROSECUTORS HAVE filed a
criminal charge against the
chief engineer of a cargo ship
involved in the deadly 2024 col-
lapse of Baltimore’s Francis
Scott Key Bridge, accusing him
of failing to notify the US Coast
Guard of hazardous conditions
on the ship.

Karthikeyan Deenadayalan
was charged in US District Court
in Maryland on Monday with
one count of violating the fed-
eral Port and Waterways Safety
Act. Deenadayalan’s attorneys
did notimmediately respond to
an email requesting comment.

Prosecutorsalso filed notice
of a “deferred prosecution
agreement” with the court, but

Thailand revives $30bn '

did not provide details about
the terms of that deal.

Deferred prosecution agree-
ments are typically used when
adefendant has agreed to meet
certain conditions — such as
providing testimony, or paying
restitution — in exchange for
the charges against thembeing
dropped.

Prosecutors say in court
documentsthat Deenadayalan
was the chief engineer of the
container ship when it was in
the Port of Baltimore in the
days before the deadly bridge
collision, and that Deenadaya-
lan willfully failed to notify the
US Coast Guard that an im-
proper fuel pump without a
backup system was being used
to power two of the ship’s gen-
erators.

coast-to-coast corridor

Ranong: Chaiyaporn Arunrasa-
mee hunched over his fishing
nets, overlooking the waters of
the Andaman Sea, where Thai-
land's government is proposing
anambitious “Land Bridge” that
will ferry goods between portson
opposite sides of the peninsula.
“Personally, Idon't wantitto
happen atall,” Chaiyaporn said
of the project, which Thai Prime
Minister Anutin Charnvirakul
hasresuscitated afterthewarin
Iran and the closure of the Hor-
muz Strait highlighted coun-
tries' reliance on strategic mari-
time chokepoints.
Plansenvisionaltrillionbaht
($3045 billion) logistics corridor
toofferanalternativeroutetothe

congested Strait of Malacca by
connecting two new deep-sea
ports: Chumphon, onthe Gulfof
Thailand to the east, and Ra-
nong, along the western Anda-
man coast, where Chaiyaporn,
50, has fished for his entire life.
“This thing will be located
in the area where we make our
living,” he said last month in
the small fishing hamlet of
Baan Hat Sai Dam on anisland
ringed by mangrove forests.
Analysts say the project cur-
rently appears economically
ambitious and is unlikely to
compete with Malacca asaglo-
bal transit route, but it could
prove viable as a smaller-scale

strategic corridor for Thailand. '

US Vice President J D Vance.FiLE

the deal iswritten.”

The US would not remove
sanctions on Iran if it were still
fundingaterrorist organization,
hesaid, inanapparent reference
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to Hezbollah, which Washing-
ton haslonglabeled a foreign ter-
rorist organization.

Vanceaccused Israel ofalack
of trustin its strongest ally.

“Ifind this whole freakoutin
Israel a little bit odd because I
think that it comes from a place
of mistrust,and Ithink America
hasearned trust of that region of
the world,” Vance said.

“We've done a very good job
by that particular country and
that particular government," he
said of Israel. "And I think that
the idea that we've made a ter-

1

Honouring Obama

From left: Former President Joe Biden, former President Barack Obama, former President George W
Bush and former President Bill Clinton pose for a photo ahead of the dedication ceremony at the
Obama Presidential Center, Thursday in Chicago. ap

ribledeal isnot supported by the
facts, but just doesn't make any
sense if you consider the broad
length of the relationship.”
President Donald Trump
tried to play down Israel's con-
cernsduring closingremarkson
Wednesday at the Group of
Seven summit in France.
Netanyahu could use a
“softertouch” in the fight against
Hezbollah militantsin Lebanon,
Trumpsaid, in hislatest publire-
buke ofthe US partnerinthe war
againstIran. Trump and Iranian
leaders approved a memoran-
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dumofunderstanding thisweek
that deferred the hardest issues
tothenext phase of negotiations,
with noguarantee theywill ever
be resolved.

Citing specific critics of the
deal — far-right Israeli cabinet
ministers Itamar Ben-Gvirand
Bezalel Smotrich — Vance said:
“I guess my response to them
would be: What is your exact
proposal? You're a country of 9
million people. You can't just
kill your way out of solving
every single national security
problem that you have.”

Buzzin Chinaas
CaiQitakes helm
of party school

Reuters
Beijing,Junel8

CHINA HAS officially appointed
its fifth-ranked leader, Cai Qi, as
head of Communist Party's cen-
tral ideology school, cementing
his position as one of President
XiJinping's closest confidants.
Cai joined the party's seven-
member Politburo Standing
Committee, China's top deci-
sion-making body, in 2022. He
also serves as director of the
party's General Office, making
him Xi's de facto chief of staff.
China's two previous
% leaders, Xi and Hu
___Jintao, both
headed elite Cen-
tral Party School
- beforerisingtotop
leadership
post.
CAIQI
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Thick plumes of smoke rise from an oil refinery after a Ukrainian
drone attack in Moscow on Wednesday. REUTERS

Ukraine brings
war to Moscow
as huge blasts
shatter refinery

Reuters
Moscow, June18

THE BLAST was so powerful
that the huge disc-shaped lid of
an oil storage tank was
launched into the sky over
Moscow like a frisbee.

Evading Russian air de-
fences, Ukrainian drones struck
an oil refinery in southeast Mos-
cow on Thursday for the second
time in three days, igniting a
fierce blaze that spewed out
clouds of black smoke. The at-
tacks are part of awider Ukrain-
ian campaign to cripple the oil
industry whose revenues fi-
nance Russia's war effort.

But by striking with appar-
ent impunity at a piece of criti-
cal infrastructure located in-
side Moscow’s ring road, just 16
km from the Kremlin, Ukraine
is also sending a message to or-
dinary Russians.

“One of the most popular
questions asked by Muscovites
this morning is 'What is going
on?' I can answer. Your country
started a war of aggression
against ours. For years, it has
been killing our people. Now
that you know what's going on,

* BRIEFLY

askPutinwhen heisplanningto
end it,” Ukraine's Foreign Min-
ister Andrii Sybiha posted on X.

Kyivsaysitsstrikes deep in-
side Russia are evidence that it
isturning the tide of the war - a
message that President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy took this week
to US President Donald Trump
and other G7 leaders at a sum-
mit in France.

A Kremlin aide denied on
Thursday that the battlefield
situation was shifting in
Ukraine's favour and said
Trump had been “pumped up”
with harmful ideas at the meet-
ing. There was no immediate
comment from President
Vladimir Putin, who was host-
ingleaders from Southeast Asia
atasummit in the city of Kazan.

Throughout more than four
years of war, political analysts
and opinion pollsters say many
Russians have sought to shut
out the reality of the conflict -
still described by the Kremlin
asa “special military operation”
and get on with their lives. Mos-
cow has been periodically hit
by drones since as far back as
May 2023, when two of them
reached the Kremlin itself.

UNITED KINGDOM

Archbishop apologises for
Church’sroleinforced adoptions
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THE ARCHBISHOP of Canterbury,
Sarah Mullally, apologised on Thurs-
day for Church of England'srolein
forcibly separating 185,000 children
fromunmarried mothersand
puttingthemup foradoptioninthe
decades after World War Two. “We
are profoundly sorry for the pain,

trauma and stigma experienced... by

Archbishop of Canterbury
Sarah Mullally. FiLE

SOUTH KOREA

many people because of historical
adoption practices...” Mullally said.

Parliament launches probe
into ballot paper shortages

SOUTH KOREA'S parliament on Thursday launched a45-day
parliamentary investigation into the National Election Com-
mission after ballot-paper shortages disrupted votinginthe
June 3local elections, approvingthe plan at a plenary session.
Theballot paper fiascoled to resignation of the NEC chief

and calls from President Lee Jae Myung for a probe.

REUTERS

e THE 1,200-YEAR-OLD MAJOR OAK IN SHERWOOD FOREST IS BELIEVED TO HAVE DIED AFTER IT FAILED TO SPROUT LEAVES THIS SPRING

Ancient oak tree that on

Associated Press
London, June 18

A MASSIVE ancient oak tree
linked to the legend of Robin
Hood may have been loved to
death. The 1,200-year-old
Major Oak in Sherwood Forest
is believed to have died after it
didn’t sprout leaves this
spring, the Royal Society for
the Protection of Birds said
Thursday.

Visitors over the past two
centuries who viewed the
tree's gnarled limbs and
sprawling canopy in Notting-
ham compressed the soil, mak-
ing it difficult for rain to reach
its roots, the conservation

group said.

The forest has been under
threat for years and the tree
had been rumored to have
died in the past — only to have
the group confirm it was still
alive.

That is no longer the case.
“The tree’s failure to produce
leaves this year is heartbreak-
ing for everyone,” Hollie Drake
ofthe RSPB said in a statement
announcing the death.

The treeissaid to have shel-
tered Robin Hood, the legend-
ary 13th-century bandit who
stole from the rich and gave to
the poor and took refuge in the
forest when being pursued by
the sheriff of Nottingham.

S
v L e TS

The 1200-year-old oak tree in Sherwood Forest, England. ap

It got its name after being
mentioned in a book on oaks
by Major Hayman Rooke in

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

1790 that led to the first wave of
fans who flocked to the forest.
It's impossible to say what

New Delhi

killed the tree, but the foot-
prints of millions contributed
to its downfall, along with in-
tervention to shore up its
massive limbs using cables
and poles. Climate change that
has brought heat waves and
drought was also blamed.

Tree experts found the root
system strangled and starved.
“Ancient trees like the Major
Oak are the ‘conservation white
rhinos of the UK.’ but their de-
clineis far less visible,” said Ed
Pyne, of the Woodland Trust.

“Saving them is vital to the
health of the world we live in
and yet most disappear quietly,
without the recognition or care
given to the Major Oak.”

ce ‘sheltered Robin Hood’ has died

In addition to its place in
folklore, the forest is known for
Sherwood oaks that floated the
ships of Vice Admiral Horatio
Nelson’s Royal Navy inthelate
18th and early 19th centuries
and as timbers in the roof of St.
Paul’s Cathedral in London.

The Major Oak was spared
from the saw and has been pro-
tected by a fence since the
1970s. “The Major Oak will
continue to stand at the heart
of Sherwood as a natural
monument for visitors to come
and see, livingon in the legend
of Robin Hood and continuing
to provide as much support to
the forest’s ecosystem in death
asinlife,” Drake said.
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MARITIME TRAFFIC VIA STRAIT OF HORMUZ EXPECTED TO PICKUP AFTER US-IRAN INITIAL PEACE DEAL NSE IPO: Can the b()lll'SG
ovtmay roll back emergency

el measures if tensions ease

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, June 18

WITH THE US-Iran MoU
raising hopes of normalisation
of energy flows through the
Strait of Hormuz, emergency
measures taken since early
March to ensure adequate fuel
supply security to the most
critical sectors and consumer
segments are now likely to be
reviewed and rolled back once
the government feels the situ-
ation is stable and nearing nor-
malcy, according to a senior
government official.

The West Asia war, which
broke out on February 28
with the US and Israel striking
Iran, led to an effective halt
in vessel movements through
the critical chokepoint of the
Strait of Hormuz, which
accounted for a fifth of global
oil and liquefied natural
gas flows.

The strait is a narrow water-
way that connects the Persian
Gulf with the Gulf of Oman
and the Arabian Sea, and isthe
primary route to evacuate
energy supplies from the
broader Gulf region.

Given the supply squeeze,
the government announced

several measures, which in-
cluded prioritising natural gas
supply to some priority sectors
while reducing it for others, re-
ducing liquefied petroleum
gas (LPG) allocation for
commercial and industrial
consumers to ensure cooking
gas availability to households,
increasing mandatory waiting
periods of LPG refills by
households, and measures
to prevent hoarding of petrol
and diesel.

“We have been reviewing
the situation on a daily basis...
all the measures we took during
this crisis period will be re-
viewed and once we feel confi-
dent that the situation has nor-
malised, we will start rolling
those back,” the government
official said.

“Toensure supplies tosome
priority segments, we were
forced to curtail supply tosome
other sectors. We want to re-
sume supplies at regular levels
to those sectors as well, and it
will be done once things nor-
malise,” the official added.

Around 40% of India’s
crude oil imports, 60% of its
LNG imports, and a whopping
90% of its LPG imports regu-
larly came from West Asia

Finance ministry
ratifies EPF rate
of 8.25% for FY26

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, June 18

THE FINANCE ministry has
ratified 8.25% interest rate for
2025-26 for over 7.8 crore con-
tributing subscribers of the Em-
ployees’ Provident Fund Organ-
isation (EPF), maintaining it at
thesamelevel asrecommended
by the Central Board of Trustees
(CBT) in March, a government
official said on Thursday.

CBT, the top decision-mak-
ingbody of EPFO, typically rec-
ommends the rates annually
around February-March, after
which the recommendations
are sent to the finance ministry
for approval.

The official said a notifica-
tion by the Ministry of Labour
and Employment on the inter-
est rate is expected later this
month. The labour ministry is
also expected to launch EPFO
2.0, a revamped digital eco-
system, by the end of June,
which will allow its subscribers
to withdraw 75% of their EPF
corpus to their bank account
viaUPI or ATM.

Every EPFO member will be
able to avail the UPI facility
through the BHIM app, with the

existing guardrails for UPI trans-
actionstoapply asthey are. The
facility is expected to help blue-
collar workers in the EPFO ambit
who may not otherwise be able
to avail the withdrawal process
through the online portal.

The proposed rollout of the
new facility comes after the
EPFO announced liberalisation
ofits withdrawal norms after its
Board meeting in October last
year, streamlining the withdra-
wal categories from 13 to three:
essential needs (illness, educa-
tion, marriage), housing needs,
and special circumstances.

The Indian Express had re-
ported in March that EPFO’s
CBT, headed by Labourand Em-
ployment Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya, had recommended
an interest rate of 8.25% to its
over 7.8 crore contributing sub-
scribers for the third straight
year in 2025-26. The 8.25% rec-
ommendation by the board
came despite EPFO’s own in-
vestment sub-committee and
the Ministry of Finance suggest-
ingthat theinterest ratebe cutto
8.10% for 2025-26.

(With inputs from PTI)
FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

e FUEL RESET

GIVEN THE supply squeeze, the
Centre announced measures,
which included prioritising natu-
ral gas supply to priority sectors
while reducing it for others

ITREDUCED LPG allocation

for commercial and industrial
consumers to ensure cooking
gas availability to households

ITINCREASED mandatory
waiting periods of LPG refills by
households, and measures to pre-
vent hoarding of petrol and diesel

SURGE IN ininternational prices

forced India toimport oil and gas
atextremely high rates, asthe
country had to prioritise supply
security over price considerations

through the strait.

The country’s dependence
on imports stands at over 88%
for oil, 60% for LPG, and about
50% for natural gas, which is
imported as LNG. India is
among the top importers of
crude oil, LNG, and LPG.

While highly diversified
crude sourcing helped ensure
adequate oil, petrol, diesel,
and jet fuel availability, the
government was forced to

ration gas supplies to certain
industries and commercial
consumers.

Moreover, the surge in in-
ternational prices forced India
to import oil and gas at ex-
tremely high rates, asit had to
prioritise supply security over
price considerations.

With maritime traffic
through the strait expected to
pick up following the US-Iran
initial peace agreement, huge

volumes of oil and gas stranded
inthe Persian Gulf could hitthe
international market in the
coming months, which islikely
to cover the shortfall in global
supply and lead to a glut a few
monthsifregular oil and gas ex-
ports from the region resume.

Since supplies are likely to
be more than adequate in the
coming months, unless the
peace agreement fails, there
will be no reason for the govern-
ment to continue with the
emergency measures, industry
sources said.

“Areopening of the Strait of
Hormuz would represent a
major milestone for global
energy markets, but the im-
pact on India is likely to vary
significantly across commod-
ities. While India remains one
of the largest importers of
Middle Eastern hydrocarbons,
crude and LNG imports have
proven relatively resilient
throughout the disruption, un-
like LPG... As a result, the re-
covery is likely to be sequen-
tial, with LPG flows
normalising first, followed by
LNG and crude,” said Sumit
Ritolia, manager, modelling &
refining at commodity market
analytics firm Kpler.

®Domestic airlines’ bottomlinetotakeahitinFY27

Domestic airlines’ operating profit is estimated to decline this fiscal in the backdrop of
elevated aviation turbine fuel (ATF) prices, airspace restrictions and rupee depreciation
amid the West Asia conflict, according to a report by CRISIL.

10-15%

Decline estimatedin
operating profit of domestic
airlinesinFY27

OPERATING PROFIT
OUTLOOK

® Combined impact of higher
costs, constrained pricing
power and capacity
rationalisation is expected to
reduce aggregate operating
profit to ¥16,000-17,000 crin
FY27 from around 19,000 cr
in preceding year

® Any respite from lower ATF
prices, driven by a potential
resolution of the conflict, could
contain further escalationin
fuel costs for airlines

LEASEAND COST
PRESSURES

@ 0Ongoing fleet expansionis
expected to push up lease
rentals, which, along with
moderating operating profits,
could weaken lease
serviceability through
internal accruals

®The report estimates
around a15% increase in
rental costs to ¥27,000-
28,000 cr this fiscal

FUELCOST STRUCTURE
@ Jet fuel accounts for nearly 40%

of an airline’s operating costs
under normal conditions

®|t can rise up to 60% in periods

of extreme fuel price volatility

®The crisis led to a sharp average
increase of over 50% in global ATF
prices vs the pre-conflict levels

The surge in global fuel prices

following the onset of the conflict
has increased the operating cost of
airlines significantly. Even with the
expected moderation in fuel prices, they
will remain above the levels of last fiscal”

MANISH GUPTA, DEPUTY CHIEF RATINGS OFFICER AT CRISIL RATINGS

SOURCE: CRISIL/PTI

Mistry gets three-month extension as HDFC Bank chairman

George Mathew
Mumbai, June 18

HDFC BANK on Thursday said
that the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has approved a three-
month extension of Keki Mis-
try’s tenure as interim part-
time chairman, putting to rest
market speculation about the
appointment of a new chair-
man for the time being.

“We wish toinform you that
pursuant to an application

made by the bank to the RBI,
the RBI vide its communica-
tion dated June 18, 2026, has
granted approval for the exten-
sion of tenure of Keki Mistry as
aninterim part-time chairman
of the bank for a further period
of three months until Septem-
ber 18,2026 or till appointment
of a regular part-time chair-
man, whichever is earlier,” the
banksaid in an exchange filing.

Earlier, there were reports
that the RBIwas consideringthe

names of five persons, including
a former RBI deputy governor,
for the chairman post.

The exchange filing did not
mention about the indepen-
dent legal review commis-
sioned by the bank following
the abrupt resignation of
former chairman Atanu Chak-
raborty which was expected to
be submitted thisweek. The re-
port is expected to remove un-
certainties surrounding the re-
appointment of Managing

Director and CEO Sashidhar
Jagdishan whose second ten-
ure ends in October.

The findings, prepared by
law firms Trilegal and Wadia
Ghandy & Co, alongwith anin-
ternational law firm, were ex-
pected to be submitted to the
board after nearly three
months of review into concerns
flagged by Chakraborty in his
resignation letter.

On March 18, HDFC Bank
part-time chairman and Inde-

pendent Director Atanu Chak-
raborty resigned with immedi-
ate effect, saying that “certain
happenings and practices
within the bank are not in con-
gruence with my personal
values and ethics”.

The RBI then had okayed
the appointment of Keki Mistry
as interim part-time chairman
of the bank with effect from
March 19, 2026, for a period of
three months. FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

rank among India’s top
10 most valuable firms?

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, June18

AFTER NEARLY a decade of
delays caused by regulatory
hurdles, the National Stock Ex-
change (NSE), India’s largest
stock exchange, finally sub-
mitted its IPO (initial public of-
fering) documentslate on Wed-
nesday. Market estimates
suggest the offering could raise
around Rs20,000 crore through
an offer for sale (OFS), although
some participants believe the
issue could be significantly
larger at Rs 25,000 crore-
Rs 30,000 crore.

An OFS is a type of IPO
where a company’s promoters
or early investors sell their
existing shares on the primary
market, rather than issuing
new shares to raise fresh capi-
tal. Forinstance, India’s largest
IPO, by Hyundai Motor, was a
pure OFS issue.

If the NSE offering is priced
at the upper end of these pro-
jections, it could become the
largest public offering in
the country’s history, surpass-
ing Hyundai Motor India’s
Rs 27,870 croreIPOlaunchedin
2024.NSE shares are trading at
around Rs 2,035 in the unoffi-
cial private market, implyinga
potential IPO size of around
Rs 30,000 crore. But thereisno
certainty that the issue will be
priced at those levels.

Biggest IPOs so far

Hyundai Motor
India, which raised
Rs 27,870 crore thro-
ugh the IPO, debuted
with a valuation of
around Rs 1.59 lakh
crore during its IPO. LIC, cur-
rently the country’s second-lar-
gestIPO, raised Rs 21,008 crore
in 2022 through the sale of a
3.5% stake, valuing the insurer
atRs 6lakh crore.

Paytm, Tata Capital and Coal
Indiacomplete thelistof the five
largest IPOs in the country, hav-
ing raised between Rs 15,000
crore and Rs 18,000 crore each.
The remaining spots in the top
10 are occupied by HDB Finan-
cial Services, LG Electronics
India, Swiggy, General Insur-
ance Corporation and NTPC
Green Energy, all of which raised
between Rs10,000 crore and Rs
12,500 crore through their public

Direct tax
Mop-up grows
15% to over
Rs5.211lakhcr

New Delhi: Net direct tax collec-
tion grew 14.64% to over Rs 5.21
lakh crore till June 17 this fiscal
year on higher advance tax mop-
up from corporates, government
data showed Thursday.

Net corporate tax collection
rose 22% to Rs 2.08 lakh crore,
and mop-up from net non-cor-
porate tax (NCT), which in-
cludes taxes paid by individ-
uals, HUFs, firms, grew 8% to
about Rs 2.94 lakh crore till
June 17. Mop-up from Secur-
ities Transaction Tax grew 45%
to Rs 18,856 crore.

Advance tax collection
grew 15.30% to over Rs 1.78
lakh crore.

This includes 16% growth
in mop-up from corporates
at over Rs 1.40 lakh crore,
and 13% increase in NCT at
Rs 37,620 crore. PTI

Uzbckistan courts global investors with Al tax breaks, duty-free zones

Harikishan Sharma
Tashkent, June18

THE PRESIDENT of Uzbekis-
tan Shavkat Mirziyoyev Wed-
nesday, while announcing the
launch of tax free zones for ar-
tificial intelligence projects and
data centres, said that the doors
of ‘New Uzbekistan’ will always
remain open to foreign inves-
tors who come to “our country
with trust and ideas.”
Addressing the Opening
ceremony of the Fifth Tashkent
International Investment
Forum, Mirziyoyev also an-
nounced that his country will
create an open digital geologi-
cal database of all minerals in-
cluding rare minerals and in-

crease by four times the
number of deposits put up for
auction and will “extensively”
attract foreign investment into
the ‘Metals of the Future’ tech-
noparks, which are being estab-
lished in Tashkent and Samar-
kand regions.

Welcomingthe headsof state
and government, represen-
tatives of international financial
institutions, major companies
and investment funds and busi-
ness leaders, Mirziyoyev said,
“Weare always open toinvestors
interested in cooperation with
Uzbekistan and ready to build
equal and mutually beneficial
partnership. The participation of
nearly 4,000 foreign guests from
more than 100 countries in this

:‘lll
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Uzbekistan President Shavkat Mirziyoyev addressing at the Fifth

Tashkent International Investment Forum.

year’sforumisaclearindication
ofthe growinginternational rec-
ognition and prestige of the
Tashkent International Invest-
ment Forum.” Promising more

EXPRESS PHOTO

reformsto attract foreign inves-
tors, Mirziyoyev announced tax
free zones for the investors.
“We have created a special
zone for Al projects and data

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

centres in Karakalpakstan. In
thisterritory, until 2040, inves-
tors will be exempt from all
types of taxes and duties; road,
electricity, and water infra-
structure will be financed by
the state; a preferential electric-
ity tariff of 5 cents per kilowatt-
hour will be applied,” he said.
He also announced that his
country will attract foreign in-
vestment in rare mineral min-
ingthrough its new initiative —
‘Metals of the Future’ techno-
parks. “As you are well aware,
Uzbekistanisrichinnatural re-
sources, including gold, coppetr,
uranium, tungsten, natural gas,
and other rare minerals. The
total value of our subsoil
wealth, strategic raw materials,

isestimated at $3 trillion,” Mir-
ziyoyev said.

“In order to provide oppor-
tunities in this sector to foreign
investors we will create an open
digital database of geological
dataand increase by four times
the number of deposits put up
for auction. Toimplement pro-
jects from “mining to finished
products,” we will extensively
attract foreign investment into
the ‘Metals of the Future’ tech-
noparks, which are being estab-
lished in Tashkent and Samatr-
kand regions,” he said.

FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Thewriterisin Tashkent at
the invitation of the govern-
ment of Uzbekistan.

New Delhi
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¢ BiggestIPOsinIndia

Company Year | Amount raised (in Rs crore)
'Hyundai Motor 2024 S 27,870
LiC 2022 B 21,008
' Paytm ' 2021 W 18,300
'Tata Capital 2025 N 15512
' CoalIndia 2010 @ 15,199
| HDB Financial Services = 2025 —12,500
LG ElectronicsIndia | 2025 Ju 11,607
' General Insurance - 2017 _11,372
' Swiggy 2024 R 11,327
'NTPC Green 2024 N 10,000

SOURCE: EXCHANGES,-OFFER DOCUMENTS

offerings. NSE’s rival, BSE,
raised Rs1,243.43 crore through
its 2017 IPO at a valuation of
roughly Rs 4,400 crore. Today,
BSE commands a market capi-
talization of more than Rs 1.65
lakh crore.

NSE’svaluation could
exceed Rs 5 lakh crore
The NSE has filed draft
papers to sell up to 14.89 crore
shares, representing nearly a 6%
stake in the company. Ifthe IPO
forthe 6% stake raisesaround Rs
30,000 crore, it would imply a
valuation of more that Rs Slakh
crore for the entire company. “At
roughly 40x FY26 projected PAT
(profit aftertax),aRsSlakh crore
valuation may appear expensive
at first glance. However, it is
broadly in line with several glo-
bal exchange peers. In fact, there
couldstillbe upsidelefton
the table, and I believe the
stock has the potential to
double within 2-3 years of
listing,” said the head of re-
search at a domestic
brokerage firm. “This view is
based on NSE’s ability tosustain
its current profitability levels
and maintain itsdominant posi-
tion across both cash and de-
rivatives markets. Additionally,
the steady expansion of India’s
retail investor base, reflected in
strong growth in demat ac-
counts, provides a powerful
structural tailwind. Taken to-
gether, these factors could make
NSE an attractive long-term in-
vestment opportunity,” he said.
Such a valuation would
place the NSE among the 10
most valuable listed companies
in India, surpassing Infosys,
whose current market capital-

' *BRIEFLY

Tata Motors to
hike CV prices
byupto2.5%

Bengaluru: Tata Motorssaid
on Thursdayitwould
increase prices acrossits
commercial vehicle (CV)
range by up to2.5%, effective
July1l,itssecond hikein 3
months as auto-makers
grapple withrising costs
from West Asiawar. The hike
isaimed at partially offset-
tingthe impact of rising com-
modity prices and other
input costs, it said. REUTERS

Indian money in
Swiss banks dips
toCHF 3.25bn

New Delhi/Zurich: Indian
money parked in Swiss
banks fell by over 8% in 2025
to 3.25 billion Swiss franc
(nearly Rs 36,793 crore) due
toafallin fundsheld
throughlocal branches and
other financial institutions,
annual datareleased by
Switzerland’s central bank
showed Thursday. However,
money in customer accounts
ofindividual and institu-
tional clients rose sharply by
over 50%intheyearto 524
million Swiss franc (nearly

* MARKETS

Sensex NIFTY
7740998 24,168.00

25436 | 82.30
0.33% 0.34%

isation stands at around Rs 4.6
lakh crore. At present, Reliance
Industries is India’s most valu-
able listed firm with a market
capitalisation of approximately
Rs 18 lakh crore, followed by
HDFC Bank at about Rs 12.26
lakh crore and Bharti Airtel at
more than Rs 11.41 lakh crore.

Other members of the top
tier include SBI, ICICI Bank,
TCS, Bajaj Finance, LIC, L&T
and Hindustan Unilever, each
with market capitalisations
ranging between Rs Slakh crore
and Rs 10 lakh crore.

Why is NSE valuation
so high?

NSE commands a substan-
tially higher valuation than its
peers, driven by its signifi-
cantly larger revenue base and
dominant position across both
cash and derivatives trading
segments. In FY26, NSE re-
ported consolidated revenue of
Rs 16,601 crore, compared with
approximately Rs 4,834 crore
reported by BSE. This revenue
advantage stems from NSE’s
leadership across multiple
market segments. As per IDBI
Capital, as of FY26, NSE held a
92.99% market share in cash
equities (based on total turn-
over), 99.79% in equity futures,
74.71% in equity options (based
on premium turnover), 9948%
in exchange-traded currency fu-
tures, and 100% in exchange-
traded currency options (based
ontotal industry premium turn-
over). Further, NSE has ranked
as the world’s largest exchange
for equity derivatives contracts
traded for seven consecutive
years. FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Rs 6,000 crore), thoughitac-
counted forjust about 16% of
overall funds. PTI

L’Orealtoacquire
stake in Indian
startup Innovist

Paris: ’Oreal will acquire a
majority stake in India’s In-
novist, it said Thursday, as it
looks to step up its share of
one of the world’s fastest-
growing markets.The deal,
which includesrightstobuy
out minority shareholders
in full, addslocal brands,
includinghaircare

range Bare Anatomy and
Chemist at Play skincare, to
its portfolio. REUTERS

Social security
pact with UK to
benefit Indians

New Delhi: About 90-95% of
Indian professionals
employed by Indian firms
operating in the UK would
benefit from the social se-
curity agreement between
the two countries, amove
that will reduce costs for
firms and enhance the com-
petitiveness of Indian ser-
vice providersin the British
marKket, an official said. PTI

&) $)
Gold v USDollarv
31,48,093 394.34
&) ®
Silverv Oilv
32,40,191 $78.48

NOTE: GOLD, SILVER RATES AS PER INDIA BULLION AND JEWELLERS ASSOCIATION DATA
GOLD PER10G, SILVER PER 1KG; CRUDE OIL (INDIAN BASKET) AS OF JUNE 17, 2026
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

ILVIKAS S/0 JASPAL SINGH,R/O-
HNO.220V, ILLAGE BHAROLA-
AZADPURDELHI-110033.HAVE
DECIDED TO CHANGE MY
NAME,FROM VIKAS TO VIKAS
SINGH FOR ALL FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040861346-5

I,LSANTOSH TUTEJA,W/O-
MAHENDER KUMAR,HNO-
56,GALINO-1, SHYAM-
NAGAR,KRISHNA
NAGAR,SHAHDARA,DELHI-
110051.have changed my name
to POONAM RANI,for all,future
purposes. 0040861336-7

ILSALAH UDDIN alias
SALAHUDDIN,S/0-Noor Uddin,
R/0-1556 Pahari bhojla bazar
chitli gabar,Jama Masjid,Delhi
110006 Have changed my name
to SALAUDDIN permanently

0040861346-10

ILSAJID ALI KHAN,S/O-SABIR
KHAN,residing at,D-85/2,S/F,
STREET.NO-2,NEW-GOVIND
PURA,KRISHNA NAGAR, DELHI-
110051,have changed my name
to SAJID KHAN,for all,future
purposes. 0040861336-9

I,Ruchi Chawla D/o-late-Ram
Kishan Chawla W/o-Nitin Arora
R/0-D-11/222,Sector-7,Rohini
Delhi-110085,hereby declare
that my father Names Late
RAM KISHAN CHAWLA and
RAMKISHAN GIRDHARILAL
CHAWLA,as mentionin Death
Certificate,belongs to ONE and
the SAME PERSON,
i.e.myfather. 0040861346-11

I,Reena,w/0-Hitender
Verma,R/0-House No.BK-
1,99B,Shalimar-Bagh, North-
West Delhi,Delhi-110088,have
changed my name to Reena
Verma,for all,future purposes.

0040861336-6

I,Ram Das Pal,S/o-Chhangu
Ram,R/0-S-187/A Kh.No-22/5/2
&-22/6 Block-D,Qutub Vihar
Phase-1,Qutab Pur Chhawla.
Delhi-110071, changed my
name to Ram Das,for all
purposes. 0040861346-9

I,LRANJANA DEVI, W/O Sh. UMA
SHANKAR PANDEY R/O-
H.NO.2547/6,3RD
FLOOR,BEADON PURA,KAROL
BAGH,NEW DELHI-110005.1
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
FROM RANJANA to RANJANA
DEVI FORALL FUTURE
PURPOSE.

0040861355-1

I,RAKRAMO W/o Daya Kishan
Goel R/0208/12, Anaj Mandi,
Ganaur,Sonipat, Haryana-
131101,have changed my name
from RAKRAMO to RAJ RANI
permanently. 0040861377-4

I,RAJESH,S/0O OM PRAKASH R/O-
A-45,NEAR WATER TANK VIJAY
VIHAR PHASE-2, AVANTIKA,
ROHINI,DELH-110085,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO RAJESH
KUMAR. 0040861364-1

I,Pradeep S/o Chandan Singh
R/0 388,Type-1,DDA
Flats,Gulabi Bagh,Malka-Ganj,
P.0.Malka Ganj, Dist. North
Delhi,Delhi-110007,have
changed my name from
Pradeep to Pradeep Singh
Kharkwal,for all future
purposes. 0040861377-5

I,POOJA ARORA,W/O-GAGAN
ARORA,R/O-R-1204 APEX-D RIO
MOHIUDDINPUR KANAWANI
INDIRAPURAM
GHAZIABAD,U.P.201014,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO PUJA
ARORA. 0040861364-8

I,PETER DOMINIC CHOU,S/0O-
G.F.CHOU,residing at,J-4/75-B,
KHIRKI-EXTN,NEW DELHI-
110016.Declare that my name
as CHOU JUNG PEN mentioned
in my Birth-Certificate and my
name as PETER DOMINIC CHOU
JUNG PEN mentioned in my
Baptism-Certificate and my
name as PETER CHOU
mentioned in my Some
Documents but my actual
correctname as PETER
DOMINIC CHOU mentionedin
my Aadhar Card that CHOU
JUNG PEN/PETER DOMINIC
CHOU JUNG PEN/ PETER CHOU
and PETER DOMINIC CHOU
names are one and same
person. 0040861336-11

l,Prajapati Anjana
Haribhai,W/0-Kalpesh
Madhavlal Gurjar,R/0-
Flat.no.1171,Tower-1,7th
Avenue,Gaur-City-1,Greater
Noida-West,G B Nagar,U P-
201306,have changed my name
from Prajapati Anjana Haribhai
to Anjana Kalpesh Gurijar.

0040861364-11

I,SAMEER SAXENA,S/O-
SUDHEER KUMAR SAXENA,R/O-
A-406 AMRAPALI GREEN
VAIBHAV KHAND
INDIRAPURAM GHAZIABAD
U.P.201014,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SAMEER KUMAR
SAXENA. 0040861364-7

I,Nitin Agrawal,S/0-Mukesh
Kumar Agarwal,R/0-C-1404,
Tower-C, Civitech-Stadia, Sec-
79,Noida,UP-201305,have
wrongly-mentioned name of
my father as Mukesh Agarwal
in my 10th Marksheet and Old
Passport. Actual and correct
name of my fatheris Mukesh
Kumar Agarwal. 0040861336-3

ILNidhi Gupta,W/o-Mohit
Aggarwal R/o Plot No.34,Road
No.61,West Punjabi Bagh,New
Delhi-110026, have changed my
name to Nidhi Aggarwal

0040861336-1

I, KM TANZEELA ARIF W/0o
Mohammed Nasir Ali, 1114, GF
back side, Zakir Nagar, Jamia
Nagar, Delhi-25, have changed
my name to TANZILA NASIR.

0071042798-1

I, KISHAN LAL S/O SANWER MAL
JANGID R/0 1491/105, GANESH
PURA, TRINAGAR, DELHI-
110035 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO KISHAN LAL JANGID
FORALL FUTURE PURPOSES.

0071042785-1

LNISSHI KANT VARMA,S/O
KAMESH KARUN,R/0O A-192/193
GROUND-FLOOR GANDHI-
VIHAR GTB NAGAR DELHI-
110009.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO NISHI VERMA.

0040861346- 3

I Mohd Jamal s/o Abdul
Khalique R/0 S-265/116 Indira
Gandhi Camp,Taimoor Nagar
Delhi-110025 Have Changed My
Name From To Jamal.

0040861364-5

I,Minimol Nadukudiyl Divakaran
(Minimol N D) W/o-V Santhosh
Add-9/203,NRC, Srinivaspuri,
Delhi 110065, Have Changed My
Name To Mini Santhosh

0040861364-6

I,Manju,W/0-Mahesh
Chandra,R/0-F3-1102,Block-
F,Kingsbury Flats,TDI Mall,TDI
City,Sector-58,Kundli,Sonipat
(Haryana)-131023,have
changed my name Manju Garg
forall Purposes. 0040861346-8

I,ASHISH KUMAR MUNDHARA,
S/0-Bijay Kumar Mundhara,
R/o-Huda Plot-146,1st Floor,
Near Karam Dharam Society,
Sector-55,Gurgaon (Haryana)-
122001,have changed my name
from ASHISH MUNDHARA.

0040861346-6

I,AISHWARYA RAMWAL W/0
LOVELEEN SINGH R/0O L-392
RISHINAGAR RANI BAGH DELHI-
110034.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO AISHWARYA KAUR.

0040861346-2

l,,Seema Verma W/o Mukesh
Kumar R/o Plot No. B-90,
G/F,Near Road No. 2,B-Block,
Khasra No. 1934, Vasant Kunj,
New Delhi-110070,have change
my minor daughter’s name
from GUNJAN to JHARNA
KUMARI for all future purpose.

0040861355-2

I, Dinesh Kumar S/o Kamlesh
Kumar R/0 437/a, Ward No.18,
Batra Colony, Fatehabad,
Haryana-125050, name of mine
and my wife have been
wrongly written as Dinesh
Garg and Deepshikha Gargin
my minor son Kavish Garg Birth
Certificate N0.919. actual
name of mine and my wife are
Dinesh Kumar and Deepshikha.

0071042823-1

I, ANUSHKA C/0 Naresh Garg
R/0-513, Sector-22, Faridabad,
Haryana-121005, have changed
my name to ANUSHKA GARG.

00710427971

I SAKUNTALA JAIN W/O NEM
CHAND JAIN R/O- H-32/80 PKT-
H-32 SEC-3 ROHINI DELHI-
110085 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SHAKUNTLA JAIN

0040861290-1

I, MUKESH KUMAR GOEL,S/o-
RAMESHWAR DASS GOYAL,R/o-
PLOT NO-98 PARTAP,NAGAR
JAIL-ROAD HARINAGAR DELHI-
110064,have changed my name
to MUKESH KUMAR GOYAL,for
all,future purposes.

0040861364-10

I, Zakir Husain S/o Jahid Husain
R/o H.No.153, Ekta Vihar,
Sector-6, R.K. Puram,New
Delhi-110022, have changed my
name to Jakir Husain.

0040861377-1

I, MAHENDER KUMAR TUTEJA,
S/0-BALDEV RAJ,H.NO-56,GALI
NO-1,SHYAM NAGAR,KRISHNA-
NAGAR, SHAHDARA,DELHI-
110051.have changed my name
to MAHENDER KUMAR,for all
future,purposes. 0040861336-8

I,Kamlesh W/o0 Munni Lal,R/0- B-
3/419,Sultan Puri,Delhi-110086,
have changed my name to
Madhupa for all Purposes.

0040861346-7

LKM POOJA,W/0 VINOD KUMAR
R/0 Z-55 PREM NAGAR-2 GALI
NO.3 KIRARI SULEMAN-NAGAR
DELHI-110086.HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO POOJA DEVI.

0040861346-1

ILJAIPAL SINGH,R/0-HNO.220
VILLAGE BHAROLA AZADPUR
DELHI-110033. HAVE DECIDED
TO CHANGE MY NAME,FROM
JAIPAL SINGH TO JASPAL
SINGH,FOR ALL PURPOSES.

0040861346-4

LJAGVIRI,wife of,Ashok
Kumar,Presently,residing
at,\village-Mulla Ki Pyau, P.O.
Dhanauli,Distt.Agra,Uttar
Pradesh-282001,have changed
my name from JAGVIRI to
JUGVIRILvide-Affidavit date-
17.06.2026. 0040861364-13

I, Vishnu Agraeal S/o Late Shri
Mahesh Chandra Agrawal, R/o
B-85, First Floor, Sector-22,
Noida, Gautam Buddha Nagar,
Uttar Pradesh-201301, have
changed my nameto Vishnu
Agrawal for all future
purposes. 0071042796-1

I, SUNNI C PHILIP C/o0 CC Philip,
66-C, Pocket-A-3, Mayur Vihar-
3, Delhi-96, have changed my
name to SUNNICHEN C PHILIP.

0071042801-1

I, Vedpal S/o Ramkesh R/o D-
190, J.J. Colony, Sector-24,
Rohini, Delhi-110085 have
changed my name to Vedpal
Arya permanently.

0040861227-1

I, Vandna Kumari W/0 Atul
Tilkaan,R/0 V.P.O. Jhakando,
Sub Tehsil Ronhat, Jhakandon
(182), Sirmaur, Himachal
Pradesh-173027. have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Vandna
Tilkaan 0071042714-1

I, Shafaen Ali S/o Sheikh Sajid Ali
R/0 J-403, Jaipuria Sunrise
Greens, Plot No. 12A, Ahinsa
Khand, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad-201012, Uttar
Pradesh have changed my
name to Sheikh Shafaen Ali for
all purposes. 0071042753-1

I,Hitendra Verma,S/o-Ramijit
Verma,R/0-House.N0.BK-1,99B,
Shalimar-Bagh,North West
Delhi,Delhi-110088,have
changed my name to Hitender
Verma,for all,future purposes.

0040861336-5

I, Hemant Sharma, S/o Haridutt
Sharma, R/0 B-83, Sector-53,
Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201301, have changed
my name to Haymant Sharma,
for all future purposes.

0040861336-2

lLHimanshu S/o SH Sharanbir
R/o H.No.- C-88,East Gokal
Pur,Amar Colony,Delhi-
110094,in my office records my
son’s name has wrongly
mentioned as AVANTIK instead
of ARYAVEER CHAUDHARY.

0040861355-3

ILHARISH KUMAR S/O SHIV
DAYAL,R/0 1530,2ND FLOOR
OUTRAMLINES GTBNAGAR
DELHI-110009,HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO HARISH BATRA.

0040861364-4

l,Geetanjali Anuj James,W/0 Shri
AnujJames,R/0-H.N0-358,
Surya Nagar,Phase-2, Sector-
91,Faridabad, Haryana.l,inform
that Geetanjali James and
Geetanjali Anuj James both are
the names of the same
Person.The correct nameis
Geetanjali Anuj James,for all
future purposes. 0040861246-1

I,DIPEN KUMAR CHAKRABORTY
S/0 NIROJKUMAR
CHAKRABORTY R/0 19222, ATS
ADVANTAGE, AHINSA KHAND-1,
INDIRAPURAM, GHAZIABAD, UP
201014 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO DIPEN
CHAKRABORTY. 0040861364-9

I,DEEPAK KUMAR VERMA,S/0O
SH.BHARAT JI VERMA,R/O-
YARPUR BEDUA BANDH KE
NICHE,JAPLINGANJ,BALLIA
CITY,BALLIA, UP-277001,have
changed my,son’s name from
AYANSH VERMA to ABHIRAJ
VERMA in his birth
certificate,for all,future
purposes. 0040861336-4

I,DAYAKRISHAN S/0 Laxmi
Narayan R/0208/12, Anaj
Mandi, Ganaur,Sonipat,
Haryana-131101,have changed
my name from DAYAKRISHAN
to DAYA KISHAN GOEL
permanently. 0040861377-3

I,Arun Kumar Bhatnagar S/o
Avadh Kishor Bhatnagar R/o C-
12, Keshav Puram-2, New
Bheema Market Accheja
Gautam Buddha Nagar(U.P)
inform that name of my father
wrongly written as Avodh
Kishorinmy 10th Class
Certificate, The correct nameis
Avadh Kishor Bhatnagar for all
purposes. 0040861295-1

LLATIF ANSARI S/O-MOHD
ASIF,R/0-H.NO-103,STREET.NO-
4,Near-Panduk Shila Mandir-
Gautampuri New-Seelampur
P.O BHAJAN PURA,North EAST-
DELHI-110053, have changed
my name to MOHD ATIF.
permanently 0040861364-3

ILASIF ANSARI,S/0-MASIULLAH
H.N0-103,STREET.NO-4,Near-
Panduk Shila Mandir
Gautampuri New Seelam pur.
P.O-BHAJAN Pura North-EAST
DELHI-110053,have changed
my name to MOHD ATIF.
permanently. 0040861364-2

I, Divya Mahajan W/o Prashant
Kapila R/o N-28 Panchsheel
Park, New Delhi, have changed
my name to Divya Kapila.

0040861377-2

I, Sanjeev Tiwari, s/o shri Nand
Lal Tiwari, resident of Tower-0,
Flat-401, Pan Oasis, Plot No.
GH-01, Sector-70, Noida, UP-
201301, have changed my name
from Sanjeev Tiwari to Sanjeev
Kumar Tiwari. Henceforth |
would be known by the name of
Sanjeev Kumar Tiwari for all
future purposes. 0040861228-1

I, SANTOSH KUMARI W/0
Jitendra, 7080, Gali No-8, Mata
Rameshwari, Nehru Nagar,
Karol Bagh, Delhi-05 have
changed my nameto
SANTOSH. 0071042806-1

I, RajNarain S/0O ShivNaan R/O
E8/40, Block-8 Extra, Trilok Puri,
Delhi-110091 have changed my
name to Rajnarayan Yadav for
all future purposes

0071042755-1

I, Puneet Kumar Srivastava S/o
ShriRam SamujR/0
Flat.No.201, Tower No.17,
Unitech Horizon, Sector Pi-2,
Greater Noida, Distt. G.B.
Nagar, U.P., have changed my
name to Puneet Kumaar
Shrivastava vide affidavit
dated 11.06.2026 at Greater
Noida for all future purposes.

0071042816-1

I, Praveen Kumar S/0 Charan
Singh, R/0 East Sangam Vihar
Loni Dehat PO:-Loni Ghaziabad
UP-201102, have changed my
name from Dharmendra Kumar
to Praveen Kumar for all future
Purposes. Mobile number:-
8800787835 0071042716-1

I, Nighat Azeem, Daughter of
Azeem Ahmed, Resident of
90/S2, Block A, Dilshad Colony,
Delhi-110095, have changed my
name from Nighat Parveen to
Nighat Azeem. Henceforth, |
shall be known as Nighat
Azeem for all purposes.

0040861226-1

I, Mukesh Chand S/o ShrilLal R/o
A-332 Raja Vihar, Badli, Delhi-
42,declare Mukesh & Mukesh
Chand are one same person.
Vide affidavit 17-06-2026 before
Notary Amar Kumar, Delhi.

0130065971-1

I, Moutusi Nandy, D/o Shib
Narayan Nandy and W/o
Sabyasachi Paldas, R/o E- 142,
Pocket E, Sarita Vihar, South
Delhi,New Delhi 110076 declare
that I shall now be known as
Moutushi Paldas for all
purposes Vide affidavit dated
16-06-2026 sworn before notary
Ramzan Ahmad Ansari.

0130065965-1

I, Mohammad Igbal S/o Mohd
Umar R/0-30A, Patel Nagar,
Meerut have changed my
name to Mohd Igbal.

0071042811-1

I, Mahender Aggarwal S/o Hira
Lal R/0 470 Second Floor, Kohat
Enclave, Pitampura, Delhi -
110034 have changed my name
to Mahender Kumar Aggarwal
permanently. 0040861292-1

I, MOHIT KUMAR JANGIR S/O
KISHAN LAL JANGID R/O
1491/105, GANESH PURA, TRI
NAGAR, DELHI-110035 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO MOHIT
KUMAR JANGID FORALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.

0071042786-1

I, AASHUTOSH SHARMA S/O
SATISH CHANDRA SHARMA,
R/0 GA-31, GROUND FLOOR,
NEAR MOTHER DAIRY BOOTH,
PUL PRAHLADPUR, SOUTH
DELHI, DELHI-110044, HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
ASHUTOSH SHARMA, FOR ALL
PURPOSES.

0071042699-1

| Parmod Jain S/0-Mahabir
Prasad R/o-Flat No.39, Plot
No.19, Kadambari Apartments,
Sector-9, Rohini, Delhi-110085
have changed my name to
Parmod Kumar Jain for all
purposes. 0040861244-1

INemin Devi W/o Sh. Gautam Rai
R/0124,Basant Nagar, Vasant
Vihar, South-West Delhi, Delhi -
110057 have changed my name
to Manisha for all purposes.

0040861223-1

I Meenakshi w/o Jagannath R/o
House No-134, Nai Basti
College Road, Khurja,
Bulandshahr, Uttar Pradesh-
203131 have Changed my name
from Meenakshi to Minakshi
Dung. Henceforth | would be
Known by the name of
Minakshi Dung for all future
purposes. 0071042818-1

I Chhow S/0 ThurruR/0 70/K,
Ward No- 17, Junapara,
Baikunthpur, Dist: Koriya,
Chhattisgarh- 497335, have
changed my name to
Rupnarayan 0071042752-1

Gajender S/O Hari singh R/0 185
bajghera gurugram carterpuri
haryana 122017. Have changed
my name to gajender singh

0130065964-1

| Anil Kumar S/o Hanuman
Prasad SharmaR/o A-668
Avantika Sector -2 Rohini Delhi
-110085 have changed my
name to Anil Kumar Sharma.
0040861136-3

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

The General Public is hereby informed that
my clients Shri Darshan S/o Shri Sunder
Singh and Smt. Rashmi Rohilla W/o Shri
Darshan Rohilla both R/o RZ-12, A- Block,
Dharampura Colony, Najafgarh, New
Delhi-110043, declares that they have
disowned and debarred their daughter
namely Simran Rohilla from all their
movable and immovable assets/properties
and ceased all relations with her with
immediate effect and if anyone deals with
her shall do so at his/her/their own risks,
costs and responsibilities and my clients
shall not be responsible for the same in any
manner, whatsoever.

Sd/-
MOHAN KUMAR (Advocate)
Ch. No. 380, Civil Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to the general public that
my client Mr. Ramesh Chander
Khera, S/o. Late Shri Ram Lal Khera,
R/o. 2A, South Anarkali Extension, Gali
No.8, Som Bazar, Delhi 110051 has
severed all his relations with his
daughter Ms. Ranjeeta D/o. Shri
Ramesh Chander Khera for all intents
and purposes from the date of
publication. My aforesaid client also
debar his above daughter from all
movable and immovable properties as
she is out of control of my client as she
is not heard since July, 1998 i.e. last
about 28 years having no relations with
my client. As such, my client is not
interested to have any relations with his
above daughter. Whoever deals with her
shall be doing so at his/her/ their own
risk, costs and consequences and my
aforesaid client shall not be responsible
in any manner whatsoever.

Sd/-
KRISHAN KUMAR (Advocate)
Ch. No. 157,
Lawyers Chamber Block I,
Delhi High Court, Delhi-110003

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client SUKHRAM SON OF LATE
SH. BASANT RAM RESIDENT OF
B-60, SHIV VIHAR, KARALA, DELHI-
110081 has severed off/disconnected all his

relations with his son namely SATPAL and

daughter-in-law namely KAMLESH and

their children and has debarred/disowned

them from my client's all movable and

immovable properties for all intents and

purposes as they are out of his control. If

anybody deals with him/her/them, he/she/

they shall be liable and responsible for all
the future consequences, whatsoever.

Sd/-

NISCHAY AHUJA

Advocate

Enrl. No. D/8105/2020

3328-A, Mahindra Park,

Shankur Basti, Delhi-110034
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PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed that my|
client Mr. Rajiv Malik, S/o Mr. Yash Paul Malik,
R/028/29, West Patel Nagar, New Delhi-
110008 is freehold owner and in possession
of Entire property bearing No. 28/29, West
Patel Nagar, New Delhi- 110008.

On 10.06.2026, during the scrutiny of their,
original property documents regarding the|
above said property, my clients found that
Original Lease deed, sale deed, GPAs, ATS etc|
were lost/misplaced from his residence.

My client has tried their level best to find all
possible places the aforesaid original
Documents, but yet not trace/allocate
original document and have lodged online|
lost complaint, vide Complaint/LR No.
376650/2026 dated Delhi Police Online
Portal.

My client declaring that neither they have
mortgaged/lien the above said documents
with any Govt./Private Financial Institutions
nor they have taken any loan from any|
Govt/Private financial institution against the
above said lost original documents, if in|
future, the above said original documents will
find by them then, that same shall not be
misused and they will hand over to the
intending purchaser/Mortgagee financial
institution of the abovesaid property.

My client declaring that the above mention
property is going to mortgage with Punjab
National Bank. If anybody find/trace those
above said original documents then, please|
intimate/informed me physically/|
telephonically Mob- 9315072545 or Email -
advreetikakaushik@gmail.com.

If anybody has any legal objection regarding|
such lost documents and property then|
please make objection to me physically/
Telephonically within 15 days. If no claim is
received it shall presume after 15 days that|
the property is free from all Encumbrance/|
legal objection. Reetika Kaushik (Advocate)

epaper.indianexpress.com
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"IMPORTANT"”

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
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SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

CONSTABLE |Director General and all Ranks of
RAJBIR SINGH Border Security Force remember its

21 BN BSF |gallant Jawan Constable Rajbir Singh
07.04.1972 — |on his Balidan Diwas. On this day, he
I 19.06.1992 |sustained fatal bullet injuries during a

counter terror operation in Nowgaon
area, Kashmir Valley and made ultimate

.

sacrifice in the line of duty.
CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

Veer Balidani Veer Balidani
Constable Constable
Munshi Lal Verma Puran Ballabh
46 Bn 46 Bn
12-01-1960 To 04-02-1963 To
19-06-1990 22 19-06-1990

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn tribute to two valiant troopers
of 46 Bn, made the supreme sacrifice in a cowardly attack my militants
during area domination patrol in Srinagar on 19 June 1990. #CRPF

The Brihanmumbai Electric
supply & Transport Undertaking

{OF THE BERIHANMUMEBAI MAHANAGARPALIEA)

' TENDER NOTICE

E-tender is Re -invited for the supply of following items.

(1) 81418,

Note: For more details, log on to
website https://mahatenders.gov.in

PRO/AAM{M)/35/2026

GENERAL MANAGER

x._ BENGALURU WEST CITY CORPORATION

Malleshwaram Zone,

| Office of the Executive En gineer, Rajajinagara Division,
Near Old Navarang Bus Stop, Rajajinagara, Bengaluru-560010.

BWCC Building, No.161, 1st Floor, 19th Main, 2nd Block,
No: EE(RNR)/KPPP/TEND/03/2026-27 Date: 17-06-2026

INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER (IFT)

(Single Cover, Two Cover System and RFP)
(Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal only)

The Execulive Engineer, Rajajinagara Division, BWCC,
Bengaluru invites Tender from eligible Tenderers registered in
BBMP or equivalent registration with PWD / CPWD or any
State Government Organization for the Works detailed below.
(Standard Tender Documents - KW-2, 3, 4 & RFP)

5. Mame of the Work

| Mo,
Works for Others

Annual Maintenance of Strom Water Drains in Rajajinagara
1 | Constituency, Approximated Amount Put to Tender
(Rs.inLakhs): 31.75, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 63,500.00

salutes the bravehearts and pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.

Veer Balidani Veer Balidani
Constable ' ’ Constable
-
Sunit Lakra £ Ram Krishan Reddy
34 Bn =) 121 Bn
05-04-1976 To - 01-06-1969 To
19-06-2007 , Vs | 19-06-2007

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn tribute to two valiant troopers
of 34 and 121 Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice after being
grievously injured while countering an ambush by insurgents in Karbi
Anglong district, Assam on 19 June 2007. # CRPF salutes the
bravehearts and pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.
DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
Constable |tribute to Constable Apurwa Deka of
Apurwa Deka 205 CoBRA, who made the supreme
205 CoBRA Bn |sacrifice after being seriously injured in
01-01-1987 To |a fierce encounter with maoists in
19-06-2016 |Aurangabad district, Bihar on 19 June
2016. #CRPF salutes the braveheart
and pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

Veer Balidani
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Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER PMGSY JKRRDA JAMMU
Phone No.: 0191-2470284, Fax No.: 0191-2479335

Sub:- - Change of critical dates of bids / extension of Notice Inviting Tenders
Ref:- This office e-NIT No. CEJ/PMGSY/819 of 2026-27 dated 25-05-2026 issued
vide endorsement No:- CEJ/PMGSY/4258-4332 dated 25-05-2026.

CORRIGENDUM 1

Due to poor response of the work at Serial No. 10 & 12 of the above
mentioned NIT, the critical dates for these works have been changed as per
details given below:

S.No Particular Original date | Revised date
1 |Closing date of down loading 17-06-2026 20-06-2026
bidding documents. (05.00 PM) (05.00 PM)
2 |Dead line for submission of bids in 17-06-2026 20-06-2026
electronic format on the web site. (05.00 PM) (05.00 PM)
3 |Time and date of opening of received bids 19-06-2026 22-06-2026
on the website. (11.00 AM) (11.00 AM)

Rest all other terms and conditions will remain same as already advertised.
Sd/-
Chief Engineer PMGSY (JKRRDA) Jammu
For and on behalf of The Government
of Jammu and Kashmir

No:-CEJ/PMGSY//6896-6970
Dated:-17-06-2026
DIP/J-3951/26 Date: Jun 18 2026

REWA ULTRA MEGA SOLAR LTD.
== Urja Bhawan, Shivaji Nagar, Link Road No. 2,
Bhopal-462016, Website ; www.rumsl.mp.gov.in
Phone No. 91-(0755) 3510945
E-mail : rumsinfo@mpnred.in, CIN : U40102MP2015PLC034450

F/RUM/REP/2026/21-004/279 Date : 19.06.2026

RUMSL is issuing the Request for Proposal (RFP) to select
RE Power Developers for 3 (three) units, each with a capacity
of 50 (fifty) MW (aggregating to 150 {one hundred fifty) MW,
for the supply of round-the-clock power under larnff-based
competitive bidding.

RUMSL, as an authorised representative, is inviting online bids
from eligible bidders on a Single Stage Two Envelope Bidding

basis (Envelope-l : Technical Bid & Envelope- Il : Financial
Bid), followed by an online Reverse Auction.

interested bidders may register on the portal https:/ffwww.
bharat-electronic-tender.com and download the RFP and
other related documents.

In relation to the above RFP, other related documeants may
be downloaded from 17:00 Hrs (IST) on 19 June 2026 {ill
Proposal Due Date (as specified in the RFP),

For any other queries, write to rumsinfo@mpnred.in.

M.P. Madhyam/126470/2026 CHAIRPERSON,. RUMSL

NOTICE INVITING PROPOSALS

‘ am GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA [N EINTSTITSTS _He

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE

SR. NAME OF

No. BOARD/CORP./AUTH NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER

" | CONSTRUCTION OF RCC NALA (INTERCEPTION AND |
MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE
1 KALANAUR DIVERSION) UPTO BYEPASS ROAD ON JINDHRAN
ROAD AT MC KALANAUR UNDER SBM 2.0 + 4 WORKS

10TH TIME TENDER FOR CAPTURING OF DOGS IN
MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE KALANAUR AREA AND
STERILIZATION AND VACCINATION OF CAPTURED
STRAY DOGS.

MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE
KALANAUR

16.06.2026
25.06.2026

16.06.2026
25.06.2026

Annual Maintenance of Footpath, Drain Desilting,
shoulder Cleaning, Grating Cleaning, Resetting of Broken
Slabs, Paver Block Resetting etc., of Ward Roads (Silt
and Tractor Gang) in Ward No. 65, Manjunatha Nagara.
Approximated Amount Put to Tender (Rs. in Lakhs):
29.65, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 59,500.00

Annual Maintenance for Filling up of Potholes and also
Maintenance of Footpath and Desilting of Drain and
Shoulders in Arterial and Sub Arterial Roads in Ward
Mo. 58, 59, 60, 61, 62 at Srirama Mandira Sub Division,
Approximated Amount Put to Tender (Rs. in Lakhs):
63.54, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 1,27,500.00

Annual Maintenance for Filling up of Potholes and also
Maintenance of Footpath and Desilting of Drain and
Shoulders in Arterial and Sub Arterial Roads in Ward
No. 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68 at Rajajinagara Sub Division.
Approximated Amount Put to Tender [Rs. in Lakhs):
76.25, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 1,52,500.00

Pothole Filling in Ward MNo. 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68 at
Rajajinagara Sub Division for the year 2026-27.
ApproxXimated Amount Put to Tender (Rs. in Lakhs):
101.66, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 2,03,500.00

Pothole Filling in Ward No. 58, 59, 60, 61, 62 at
Srirama Mandira Sub Division for the year 20286-27.
Approximated Amount Put to Tender (Rs. in Lakhs):
83.89, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 1,68,000.00

F'rﬂwdlng of New Entrance Arch to Bhovi Colony
Basaveshwaranagara in Ward No. 133, Basaveshwara
Magara. (Call-4) - Approximated Amount Put to Tender
(Rs.inLakhs): 21.18, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 42,500.00

Works for Reserved for Category-

Annual Maintenance of Footpath, Drain Desilting,

Shoulder Cleaning, Grating Cleaning, Resetting of Broken

Slabs, Paver Block Resetting etc., of Ward Roads (Silt

and Tractor Gang) in Ward No. 59, Bandi Reddy Circle.

Approximated Amount Put to Tender [Rs. in Lakhs):
29.65, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 30,000.00

Works for Reserved for Caiegun.r I1[A}

Annual Maintenance of Footpath, Drain Dasilting,
Shoulder Cleaning, Grating Cleaning, Resetting of Broken
Slabs, Paver Block Resetting etc., of Ward Roads (Silt
and Tractor Gang) in Ward No. 60, Prakash MNagara.
Approximated Amount Put to Tender [Rs. in Lakhs):
29.60, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 30,000.00

Works for Reserved for Scheduled Caste (SC)

Annual Maintenance of Footpath, Drain Desilting,
Shoulder Cleaning, Grating Cleaning, Resetting of Broken
Slabs, Paver Block Resetting etc., of Ward Roads (Silt
and Tractor Gang) in Ward Ne. 61, Da.Ra. Bendre Ward.
Approximated Amount Put to Tender [Rs. in Lakhs):
29,60, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 30,000.00

10

Work for Reserved for Scheduled Tribe (ST)

Annual Maintenance of Footpath, Drain Desilting,
Shoulder Cleaning, Grating Cleaning, Resetting of Broken
Slabs, Paver Block Reseiting etc., of Ward Roads (Silt
and Tractor Gang) in Ward No. 66, Sane Guruvana Halli.
Approximated Amount Put to Tender (Rs. in Lakhs):
29.60, EMD Amount {in Rs.): 30,000.00

Calendar of Events: 1) Tender documeants may be downloaded
from the GOK Karnataka Public Procurement FPortal Website:
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from 18-06-2026, 17.30 Hours
onwards. 2) Last Date for Tender Queries / Clarifications:
22-06-2026 upto 17.30 Hours. 3) Date of Pre Bid Meeting
on 24-06-2026 at 16.00 Hours. 4) Last Date for Receipt of
Tenders: 30-06-2026 upto 16.00 Hours. 5) Date of Opening
of Technical Bid: 02-07-2026 at 16.00 Hours. 6) Dale of
Opening of Financial Bid: After Approval of the Technical
Bid. Further details can be had from the above office.
Sdl- Executive Engineer,
Rajajinagara Division, Malleshwaram Zone, BWCC.

AMOUNT /
EMD WEBSITE OF THE BOARD
(APPROX.) IN CORP./AUTH
RUPEES

NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT

(TIME) DETAILS/EMAIL

9802401200

1,12,91,773/- municipalcommitteekalanaur@gmail.com

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

9802401200

50,000/- municipalcommitteekalanaur@gmail.com

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

| FOROWRFURTHERVNFORMATION KINDLY-MISHT cowwwitmaryanaeprogurervent.gov.in or www.etenders. higyaielinRY |

@® GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA IEEITE IV S

SR. NAME OF
No. BOARD CORP./AUTH

OLD REFERENCE/NIT NO.

WEBSITE OF THE
BOARD CORP./AUTH

NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT

NATURE OF CORRIGENDUM DETAILS/EMAIL

NIT NO.04/CWG/HVPNL/2026-27 DATED:14.05.2026-HEW
TENDER REF. NO.2026984ADDD6 E6F4 4933 B5A9
FB7A9E78C2B8987HVP-(ONLINE TENDER ID
2026_HBC_521586_1)

1 HVPNL

"CORRIGENDUM NO.03, THE LAST DATE OF
ONLINE BID SUBMISSION IS EXTENDED UPTO
30.06.2026 (13.00 HRS) FOR L&C SOCIETIES &

0172-2583789

www.hvpn.org.in PRO@HVPN.ORG.IN

CONTRACTOR"

 FOR FURTHERIROBRNATOMRINDLYV/ISHTw hacuatiapyanaeprotupainentygov.ireademsw.etenders. \ Norie5/HRY

é =2 Vi N VIZ N e JIT 7Y TENDER NOTICE b 2

OPENING DATE | AMOUNT / EMD
NAME OF WEBSITE OF THE NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT

No. BOARD/CORP./AUTH NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER CLO?%II“:EI))ATE (AP:S&XE; IN BOARD CORP./AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL

THE BALLABGARH. COOP MILK REBG C;-\ITEFI{NS(;ESZ?'IBO?VFI;LJA'\:_TIEIEGSQEN g_rl\ifl:/lﬁgﬁ'&;_ro': 16.06.2026 50,000/- https://etenders.hry.nic.in 9968604717
PRODUCERS UNION LIMITED 06.07.2026 ! www.vitaindia.org.in vitablb@gmail.com

BALLABGARH

THE BALLABGARH. COOP MILK HIRING OF PICK UP VAN FOR MILK ROUTES,HIRING OF 18.06.2026 70,000/- ' https://etenders.hry.nic.in | 9968604717

PRODUCERS UNION LIMITED BOLERO/SUMO JEEP FOR FIELD DUTY 08.07.2026 ! www.vitaindia.org.in vitablb@gmail.com

FCRORJRJRER BFFINFORNMA RIONKINSILY VitiThanavvejraryamaepmoinementygdeniiesivwwisietendeh4gasiRY |
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Office of the Principal Chief Materials Manager
Headquarters Office, Baroda House, New Delhi-110001
Mail ID: salenr365@gmail.com

E-AUCTION NOTICE No. 'August-2026'

E-Auction will be conducted for disposal of Ferrous Scrap, Non Fermous Scrap, Other Misc Scrap, Condemned
Loco Coaches and Wagons, Scrap Rail and Other Scrap PWay matenal etc. Used Lead Acid Batteriessed
OillRefused il etc. will be sold only to recyclers registered with State Pollution Control Board.
Auction programme |s as under-

E-AUCTION DATES FOR "AUGUST-2026"

B | Aol D pkon:Alction Siarting | round | reund | round | round | roune
Time date date date date date
1. Dy CRMIAMY (0522-245125T) 10:30 AM o 10 14 20 24
2 Dy. CMMISSE (011-2T701538T) 10:30 AM & 10 14 | 14 24
3. Dy CMMAJUDW [0 T32-252388) 10:30 AM T 12 18 | 21 29
d, Sr. DMM/DLI {011-23365311) 10:30 AM & 11 18 | 21 25
5. | Sr. DMM/UMB (0171-2611203) 10:30 AM 7 11 17 | 2 25
6. | St DMMIFZR (01632-244154)  [1030AM| 6 | 11 | 17 | 21 [ 27
7. | Sr. DMMILKO (0522-2234756) 10:30 AM 5 10 14 | 20 | 24
8. | Sr.DMM/MB (0591-2413141) 10:30AM| 6 12 | 17 | 24 27

1. Thea details of item to ba sold in auction will be available in catalogue at www.ireps.gow.in 2. The intanding
purchasers may inspecl the scrap matenal before the auction during working hours at nominated locations,
3. To participate in e-auction, purchasers need to get themselves registered with ireps. The details on last sold
rates in auctions are available at www.rallnet.gov.in 4. For further detalls regarding registration and other
conditions of e-auction, please visit website www.ireps.gov.in. {Ankit Gupta)

Mo.: 117-8/SalelAuction Programme/2026-27 Date: 16.06.2026 Dy. Chief Material Manager/S&P
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE 2059/2026

N T

GOVERNMENT OF JHARKHAND _
Animal Husbandry & Co-operative Department §
(Co-Operative Division) e
OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR, CO-OPERATIVE S0CIETIES JHARKHAND, RANCHI
INTEGRATED CO-OPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT (L.C.D.P.) CELL, RANCHI
short e-Tender Notice

f} Agriculture,

DATE:- | 7.06.2026

-.;'il. Tender Mvaime af work Mo Estimited Loan 0l Earneu [ Thime O 2
M, Mt o Vilue of Work | Bol} {in Rx) Muoney Completion
Mumhcr LUmik {im B} (im Ha} Of Waork
i | ICDPERARCH | Construchion-of 100 MT Copacity
[T RG-2T Caondown —eum- Marketing Centre in I 585859 555 00 13,34, D00 O L0, CH, B2 Monhs
L Dilferent MI'CS OF Distriet Bukaro, | 3
G20 | ICOPRANCH | Construction of 100 MT {Capacity
PIR226-2T7 Candireym —exnme- Wlark ching Centre 1 Ly | 3. 8% 89 555 00 R N R (AR ER N 12 "Months
Differcnt MPCS Of Districts
e Ranelu amd Klunti
05 | ICOPETEANCH | Construction of 100 MT Capaciy
| I IS MI26G-27 Cadowm - curni- ".1.-'||k.:r|-|r: enlre 45 | 5.4y KL R 5,000 15 96 SIHLAM) (AR ER AL 12 Muoridhs
Ditferent MPCS OF Bistricts
| . Hazanbauh & Rarmiarh
| ICGRERANCH | Construction af 100 MT Capacity
e R e S Ciniboom -cyirm ".|.'II|‘ii.'|.ITI:.-! Logmlne L | 3,55 WY 35500 14 = IO (AR K] 12 Stonihs
Difterent MPCS CH Distncts
Falamu and Garlwa.
5. | Duie OF Publication of on 'Website 2506205 AT 1100 aM
(| Last Deste & Tine of Sehamission of hids 0207 2024 AT (540 Plvl
7 | Mame & Address of Office Inviting Tender State Manmoring Officer, ICDP Cell, Ronchi,
Pasupalan-Sabkariz Bhawan Singh More, Hesag, Hatea, Banchi, 834003
{8, | Contact Mo of Procurcoma Oificen TOTUTE0GL2, 9911477485

09, Bid document with details terms and conditions will be availuble online on c-tendening portal, hitpz/! Jharkhand |
tenders.gov.in from 23.06.2026 at 11:00 AM 0 02.07,2026 up 1o 05:00 PM. Bids must be Submitted online only at |
the e- tendering portal http: Jharkhandtender gov.in on or before 05:00 PM on 02,07.2026. Tender Fee and EMD |
Will be received through online mode only, Bidders can vse internet banking facility for faster processing of lender |
fee and EMD, Alternatively, bidders can wse NEFT/RTGS challan generated for the tepder from jharhand |
tenders.povan portal. Techmical Bid received online will be opened at 05:00 PM on 03.07 2026
1, Estimate Cost May Vary
1. Comgzendum/Amendment if any will Be published onldy on the above mentioned website. Salf-

State monitoring Oificer

PR 382648 Co-opretive (26-27)_D ICDP Cell. Ranchi

g COVERNMENT OF HARYANA

WEBSITE

NAME OF OPENING AMOUNT / NODAL OFFICER/
;lz' BOARD/CORP./ gé’l;/[IEC:g 5&?)1::[; DATE CLOSING | EMD (APPROX.) BO AORI:)’}‘CH (EZRP / CONTACT
. AUTH DATE (TIME) IN RUPEES AUTH : DETAILS/EMAIL
THE SIRSA SUPPLY OF RAW MATERIAL(LE.
CO%EE&%?VE BESAN OTTA (RAJDHAND, SUGAR | o N
1 BOORA, JEERA (VICTORY) EDIBLE | .~ 103 LACS | Dttpsi/fetenders-hry.nicin - 9812302168
MILK 13.07.2026 www.vitaindia.org.in vitasrs @gmail.com

PRODUCERS | GUM ETC.)FOR A PERIOD UP TO
UNION LIMITED| SIX MONTHS + 2 OTHER WORKS

FOli FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or-www.etenders.hry.nic..in No- 46336/HRY

NORTHERN RAILWAY

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE 2060126

@ -AUCTION NOTICE NO. 'September-2026'
E-Auction will be conduciad for disposal of Ferrous Scrap, Non Ferrous Scrap, Other Misc Scrap, Condemned
Loco, Coaches and Wagons, Scrap Rall and other Scrap B Way material elc., Used Lead Acid Batteries/Used
Qil/Refused Qil et will be sold only o recyclers registerad with State Pollution Control Baard, Auction programme

a5 under e -AUCTION date for 'September-2026'

5 Depot/Division Auction 18t round | Znd round | 3rd round | 4th round| 5th round
N | _Auction Gonducling Unit_| Stating Tane)  date | dete | ditte | dale | dete

1. | Dy MM AR D5232-2451257 10:30 AM 7 11 16 21 25

2. | Dv.CMMUSSB 011-27015387 10:30 AM B 11 17 &2 28
3. | Dy.CMMJUDW 01732252388 10:30AM | @ 9 16 22 29
_4. Sr.OMM/DLE 011-23365311 10:30 AM i 15 22 25 29

5. | SrOMM/UME 07 71-2611203 1030 AM 4 10 17 23 28

B, | SrOMM/FZR 01632-244154 10:30 AM a 16 21 24 29

7| SrOMM/ILKD 0522-2234756 10:30 AM 7 i1 16 21 Fias

B. | SrODMM/MB 0504 -2413141 10030 AM T 15 21 25 28

1. The details of itemn to be sold in auction will be available in catalogus at wew.ireps.govin. 2, The niending
purchasers may inspact the scrap material betarg the auction during warking hours at nominated locations. 3. To
paricipate in e-auction, purchasers nead to gol themseakes registared with ireps. The details on last sold rates in
auctions are available at www.railnet.gov.in. 4. For further details regarding registration and other conditions of e-
auction, pleasa visit Railway website ‘www.ireps.govin'. HNo. 117-5/5ale/Auction Programme/2026-27

CENTRAL RAILWAY

Dated16.06.2026

Corporate & Registered Office : Unit No. 801, Centrum House, CST Road,

CTNTRUM Vidyanagri Marg, Kalina Santacruz (East), Mumbai - 400098,

CIN No. U65922MH2016PLC273826

POSSESSION NOTICE

(As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) and rule 8(2) of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002)

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Centrum Housing Finance Ltd under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred
under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. Demand Notice(s) issued
by the Authorised Officer of the company to the Borrower(s) / Co-Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) mentioned herein below
to repay the outstanding amount mentioned in the notice along with contractual interest, penal interest, charges, costs
etc. within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice. The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is
hereby given to the Borrower(s) / Co-Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) and the public in general that the undersigned has taken
Possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under Section 13(4) of the
said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules. The borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not
to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of Centrum Housing Finance Ltd
for an amount of along with the contractual interest thereon and penal interest, charges, costs etc.

The Borrower’s attention is invited to provisions of sub section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available,
to redeem the secured assets

Sr Loan Account No. / Description of secured assets Date of Demand Notice & Possession
No | Name Of The Borrower(S)/ (immovable property) Total Outstanding Dues (Rs.) | Taken Date
Co-Borrower(S)/
1 | MTCMT24014963 |In The Rights, Piece And Parcel Of Immovable Property 03-Jun-25 16-06-2026
& MTCMT23011015 [ Khasra No. 171, adm. 251.63 sgmts.,Village Harsoli, | Rs.22,55,150/- (Rupees
/ Anand Kumar/ |Pargana Baghra Tehsil and Distt. Muzaffarnagar-251001, Twenty Two Lakhs
Pravesh Kumari/ |Uttar Pradesh. Boundaries:- East :- 12’ wide Road, West| Fifty Five Thousand
Yogindra Kumar/ |:- Gher & Tubel of Bhopal, North :-H/o Balbir, South :-11’| One Hundred and Fifty
Seema Devi wide Road. Only)
2 MTCMT24018334 |In The Rights, Piece And Parcel Of Immovable 30-Jul-25 16-06-2026
| Sanjay Kumar/ |Property Bearing Khasra No. 989, adm. 57.22 sgmts.,| Rs.4,97,968/- (Rupees
Sarita Devi Village Jandheri Jatan, Pargana & Tehsil Khatauli, Four lakh Ninety
Muzaffarnagar-251201, Uttar Pradesh. Boundaries:- East| Seven Thousand Nine
:-Rasta 5ft wide, West :- H/o Rajkumar etc, North :-H/o| Hundred Sixty Eight
Tejpal, South :-Open Plot kunda Only)
3 | MTCMT24016887 & |In The Rights, Piece And Parcel of Immovable Property 31-Jan-26 16-06-2026
MTCMT23010404 / |Bearing Khasra No. 128, adm. 40.94 sgmts., Village | Rs.15,48,314/- (Rupees
Sarla Devi / Kukda (Bahar Hadud), Pargana, Tehsil and Distt.- Fifteen Lakh Forty
Anil Kumar Muzaffarnagar-251001, Uttar Pradesh. Boundaries:-| Eight Thousand Three
East : Plot of Smt. Aruna & Smt. Omwati, West : Rasta 15ft | Hundred and Fourteen
wide, North : Plot Balendra, South : Plot of Vishal Sharma. Only)

Date : 19.06.2026 / Place : Uttar Pradesh

Sd/-, Authorised Officer, For Centrum Housing Finance Ltd

CORRIGENDUM

Tender Mo.: CR-BB-TELE-2028-2T,
Corrigendum Mo, 1 & 2 is been issued
for Tender Mo.: CR-BB-TELE-2026-27.
Tender closing date i3 extended wp to
0707 2026 15.00 Hra. Tender Scheduls
E1-Budhwar Park amounting of
63900717 & deleted, Description of
Tender schedules of SCH A1-38, SCH
B1-26, SCHB1-27, SCHC1-21, SCHC1-
22 8CH 11-06, SCH #M-12, 5CH K112
and SCH L1-07 are modified. Tender
document i5 uploaded, Advartised valus
of femder is T1,82,65,700.68/-. Eamasi
money iz mow TIE6.300/- Deigils
can be viewed on Wehbsite at
www.ireps.gov.in Rest all other terms
and conditons remain the same, This
tender complies with Public Procurement
Policy Order 2017 dated 15.06.2017.

DRM (ST

UMAUTHORZED CROSSING OF RALWAY o
LINE 15 A PUNISHABLE OFFENSE ~

(@) EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY [
OPEN TENDER NOTICE
INVITING ONLINE E-TENDER
TENDER Notice Mo. EL-50-DNR-Open-

09-2026-27 Danapur

The Divisional Railway Manager, E.C.
Railway Danapur for and on behalf of
the Presidenl of India is inviling online
{E-tendering) Open from the repuled
contractors working In -Stata'Central Govi
having valid Electrical Contractor license for
the required woltage level (as per scope of
work) issued by State/Central Govl.
licensing board for the following work:
Tender No.: EL-50-DNR-Opean-08-
Z026-27, SLMNo. : 1. Name of work with its
location:- Electrical/G works related fo
construction of additional amenities near
Rail Ashray, Karbigaheva, Paing. 2. Approx
cost of the work:- Bz, 1,13 60,390/- (Rs.
One Crore Thirleen Lakh Sixy thousand
Three Hundred Minety Only). 3. Eamest
Money to be deposited:- Rs. 2 27 200/
{Rs. Two Lakh Twenty Seven Thousand
Two Hundred only). 4. Date & time for
onling submission and closing of -all
above fenders:- Date & lime fod onling
submission of fender - 10.07 2026 wp o
1200 hrs. 5. Website particulars, nofice
board location where complete details of
tender can be seen and address of the
office from where all the above fender
form can be seen:- CRIS wabsite
http:f'www.ireps.gov.in. Office of the
o BEE (G)Y E.C.Rly., Danapur, L.R.M.
Building, 1° Floor, East Central Railway,
Danapus
MNOTE: All comgendurm will be uploaded an
website belore 15 days freguired
Divnl. Railway Manager (ElectricallG)

East Coentral Railway/Danapur

EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY (&

E-Auction Notice

D

Drvisional Railway Manager(Commercial), East
Cenlral Railway, Dhanbad on behall of
President of India vites open e-Suckion
through IREPS portal vide websile
www. IREPS.gov.in for awarding the
contract, Deta#s ara as under -

o0 Moo ci=(1], e=fmction Cataloguwe - § - Rail
iCoach Restaurant, e-Auction Catalogue no
il Misc-RCR-DHM-26, Scheduled date
and fime of e<Auction staring dedails ; v -
30.06.2026 From 1300 Hrs. Details of
work and name of stafion : Provision of "Rail
Coach Resiaurani” at south side =tation the
approach road beside old snd closed L.C
izate of Purana Bazar of Danbad Raifway
Sation for 3 penod of 05 years.

#ll prospective tidder are advised o visit the
website www.ireps.gov.in for full details and
paricipate against the above-mentioned e-
Action as per schedube given vide calumn
Ko, . Raiway Administration reserves the
right to reject any or all tenders wihout
assgning reasons what soever

Divisional Railway Manager (Comml.)/
ECR/Dhanbad

PRI 14/DHN/Comml [EAN/26-27/32

] EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY [

E-TENDER NOTICE

5S¢, Divisional Mechanical Enginesat/PTRU
East Cenfral Hailway, Palratu on behalf of
the president of India invites “Opan” E-
fander from the eligible and experenced
agencies or confractors for E-lender No
GEMZDZ26/B/TE44886. Particulars: are as
under:
MWame of work with its location
Transportafion: of Railway Material of Loco
Shed PTRU by Road transpart for 03 Years
Location - Deesel Loto Shed, Patralu
Approx. cost of the work - <1.05,83,141.40
{Rupees Ona Crore Five Lakh Eighty Three
Thousand One Hundred Forty One and Forty
Paise only),, Eamest Money ; $2.11 700
iRupees Two Lakh Eleven Thousand Seven
Hundrad only}., Date & Time for submission
of bid & closing of bed : From 16.06.2026
uplo Bid End Date 10.07 2026 16:00 Hrs.
Website pariiculars where bid documant is
avallable : GeM poral www.gem.govin
Badders will be able fo subimil thear bad anfing
through this websile onfy. Manual offers are
not allowed against this tender and any such
manual offer recaived shall be ignoned
Mofice board |ocalion where complete
details of tender can be seen : Mobce board
of Loco Shed Patrato,

St Divisional Mechanical Engineer/

ECR/Patratu

PRINA 3Locs Shed PTRUTIMECHIT!Z6-27/40)

PRI0417/DNRIELECT/T/26-27/44

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies, associations or
individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
We therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner

whatsoever.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

NOTICE FOR TENDER AT GeM PORTAL

RIS STEATRIOT AW,
3-UieErwe Tafaer gt
Portal:http://eproc.cgstate.gov.in
DTG I, <l fHior fa9m, foeagy #qued, foeeqR | fefafed s Td=
S-USia H Ysfiehd SheR 3 WA . 1 W 5 7 AR 24.06.2026, T 3h. 6 W 13
79 feAi 30.06.2026 Td T sh. 14 A 17 B] feHIH 06.07.2026 d ffaer A
I ST B -
.| faem AN
qF HE R AW (e
fetien e
11 125 | e giedl < idid T59 A O SR YR h wE T IME. Rl | 87.73
o YIEUTAR h¥ SRER S k1 hral | 9=| STH0T | {9 Gared |
[ HEAT-24-5054-6485
21 126 | foen fOAQR Sahl e ek ¥ HEMEI Ak A6 o, 1.30 R, w1 [182.84
frior Tl | ot STHE | H9T ok, 1 fret g |
U HEAT-24-5054-2457
31 127 e foramIqR & del 99 WU ¥ A A6 e 1.20 R, @ | 62.60
fHior shrd | it ST | WA 6. -1 Ty
S HEAT-24-5054-4557
41 128 | foen foremaqR % foreer 9 sRureht 91 @erg 1.00 foh, . <1 fafor swri| (10161
Tt STHAT | GAW 3h. -1 Tl qR | 7S §&A1-24-5054-2457
50 129 FTelT TG o RIS 9 A1 o, 2.80 foh, i, o1 SR Fefi-iehor  [164.24
A T TErell 9gd AF . 2.50 foh.Hl. 1 SR FAlIHeRor 1 |
A MHAV | HHAWT TG | A FEAT-24-5054-2457
6| 130 e IRTe aau e IRe-faemgie o dieearelt ugw Wil oferg | 160.22
1.00 fop. =, 0T ol | Tt STH0T | H9HT [ |
S HEAT-64-5054-9002
7| 131 | Saria wried ek Ao faamn (9./9.) d9r 9ree @6 i 6 (170.23
fadiar SAHA0T | H9RT IATG | 7S HEAT-67-4059-3855
8| 132 STRNGTHING AND RENEWAL WORK OF CIVIL COURT 66.85
APPROACH ROAD (LENGTH = 600.00M ) AND BODSARASIONI
(VR) ROAD FROM KM 1/2 TO KM 4/6 = 3600M. (C.G.) f&d=
SMHAUT | FHET =197 | S HEAT-8443 Deposit Work
9 133 | B.T. Renewal Work of (1) Janjgir Kere Sheorinarayan Road From Km. | 73.68
3/6 to 3/10 = 0.6 Km. (2) Collecotorate Approach Road Length 0.795
Km. Under Sbu Division J.anj gir. Distt. Janjgir-Champa (C.G.) f&dta
JMHAUT | FHET =IMUT | A F&AT1-8443 Deposit Work
10] 134 | B.T. Renewal Work of Tarod Kirari-Dharashiva Road (M.D.R.) Length | 71.90
1.00 K.m & Upgradation Work of N.H.-49 to Arjuni App. Road (V.R.)
Length 1.00 K.M. Under Sub-Division Janjgir Distt-Janjgir-Champa
fedfiar ST | F9ET =0T | HE HEAT-8443 Deposit Work
11| 135 B.T. Renewal Work of (1) Arjuni to Knrumnhu Road (V.R.) Length - | 74.21
2.00 K.m. (2) Akaltara to Jarve (Khond) Road (V.R.) Length 1,00 K.m.
& (3) Strenghthening of Banari App. Road (V.R.) Length = 0.70 km,
Under Sub Division Ja}nj gir-Champa. fgdia =0T | Gt =T
HS WEAT-8443 Deposit Work
121 136 Srengthing and Renewal work of Janjgir Bypass (ODR) Road From | 77.26
Km. 1/2 to 2/4 (100M) 1.30 Km T STH0T | W9 =T |
HS WEAT-8443 Deposit Work
13| 137 | fren gieh & w@ @ fR (FeX & W) g™ W g 2.00 fRA. [127.08
1 frafor hred | et SIHsoT | 9T gaedl | e Hea-24-5054-1222
14| 138 |96 2026-27 % 3fd ik FHAIOT farom BTEehe IUEHN oh.-2 faeirag [ 100.00
& FAIA T 3= AT G M9 Td aReR § Rd IR smani
Al T LA TS HEROT 6 | Y2 AHIAV | GHRT o, -2 foeagR |
HE WEAT-67-2059-2449
15| 139 | o 2026-27 % sfdia fieh fraior foam ergehid SoiemT 3. -2 feremagr [100.00
o 3@ IAHE Iod e STardE aRER o Jaqi ol A0d ud
HYROT HR | GAH 30T | FHAT oh.-2 foremagr
TS HEA-67-2216-2450
16 140 | <irer fwior fasim, SUGTT hRe / §HAT Sfaia STERAE / TR smard™ [100.00
Al T TS UIATE hT I | GO STHAT | HHET hiIRa |
S WE&AT-67-2059/67-2216
17 141 | fSen wEwg o ey 6 fasmege # iR et i FHion hnl | gem | 54.34
JATHAUT | FHWT TG | A HEAT-67-4059-3855
fafact # wrT o ot ufshan wd ffaer o deiy # foarga SRRt fa9nT o SWis dewrEe
T I S Thd © |
e/ -
3referor SAfvwrar
RO NO : 262701470-1 wiffa, foemag wuea faamagR

e

fanl
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ﬁ%ﬁ' OFFICE OF THE SENIOR QUALITY CONTROL ENGINEER

II'I.IEEL]I- BIHAR RAJYA PUL NIRMAN NIGAM LIMITED 5. | Bid End Bid Fre-Bid | Approximate Earnest Period Mame of Work and
]"r SARDAR PATEL MARG, PATMNA-BO0O015 Mo.| Date Opening | Meeting Cosi Money of completion perlod
Doc. No. - BRPNNL/QCC/C024/396 and Thme | Date and Date [Intlusive af all Deposit Caontract
—— Time | and Time taxis
1 |07 0T 2028 |07 07 026 | 25 06 2026 | Rs, 4,00,94 384)-) Rs 350480~ | 03 veers {TendenBI0 Mo GEMIIZRETEETE
E-H—D—RI—HD.[H"’—EIH—HIII-N—E—F—D-R—EFF ) ) at al al {Rupees Four | (Rupess Thres Wame of Worc Tender-at GaM Poral [htps.J/fgemugowing
Only through e-tendering system on website www.eproc2. bihar.eov.in 14:00 hes, | 1430 hew. [ 1500 bvs. | Crare Ninety Lacs Fifty through tenderBID No: GEMZOZERTEETS for the work of
&
3 Faur Thiusand Thousand putsourcing of Panding of booked parcels and kignacpes peckaces
Invitation of propasals for Selection of a Consulting Firm for providing consultancy services Thiee Hunded | Eour Hundrsd alang with cihar actilies 1 lerms of FM Eln:.l_]al‘:'ﬂEE\- af 2025 bar
for preparation of Road User Fee Framework, Networking / bundling for Road user Fee Collection _ NinetyFour) | E Eighly) | Delhi Sarai Rohila (DEE) station for 2 pariod of 03 years.

Contracts / TOT Projects and other related works including providing transaction advisory services

for selection of User Fee Collector & PMU on State owned roads, bridges & other structures;
Government of Blhar

The Bihar Rajya Pul Nirman Nigam Limited [BRPNRNL) invites proposals from eligible consultants for
providing consultancy services for the assignment as detalled below:; -

5
uli]

Assipniment Name

EMD
[in Rs. Lakh)

Cast af RFP

Bld PriestangFad

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Selection of a Consulting Firm for providing
consuttancy services for preparation of Koad User
Fee Framework, Metworking [/ bundling for Road

sanar Divissonal Commancial Managen’Fs, Dalhi Division, Nodbem Radhvay, n berms of Rashwvay Bosd |etter no, 2025
TCIFME11/20 dated 17,91, 2025, invites bids throogh tender at GelM Portal (https:fgem.gowin) for the work of outsourcing
ol handing of booked parcels and luggags packages along with olbver activities in lesms of FM Circular 26 of 2025 daled
17112025 for Defhi Sarai Rohilla (DEE) station for 8 perind of 03 years with BI0 NO: GEM2026/B/TE57541 as per detail and
schedule givien bedaw:-

Important notas: 1, For moss infarmation, requstament and vanous aspecls of the tender including regestration on GalM poral,
how tooparticipate in fenders 3t gem portal, interested bidders are advised to visit hitps:gem.gowvin. 2. Tender documen?
can be downloaded from hittps: Vbidplus.gem.gowv.infall-bids by aptering bid no. GEMZ0ZE/BITESTS41 in the search aplan
3. Rallway Administration reserves the full and absalute righis fo cancelterminate this tender’coniract at any point of time and'ar
for taking any decision fegarding e discontinuationicontinuation of this contrsch with modifiediaddibanad feomes and condilkons
depending upan their successfisl exacution or any otfer modified rule Esusd by Rallways m this regard. 4. Prospective bidders
arg adviged, in thesr awn inferasl, o visit Dalhi Saral Bohilla Salion o analyse the scope of work bedore bidding,

Mo.: NR-DLIOCOMM{PARCY31/Z026-Freight Cell 2094/2026

o | User Fee Coflection contracts / TOT Projects.and 5.00 | £10,000 ¥ 5500
~ | ether related works including providing transaction e-NIT No:- R&B/MDCK/NIT/02 of 2026-27 Dated: 17-06-2026
| advisory senveces for selection of User Fee Collector
[ & PMU on State owned roads, bridges & other For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT e-tenders are invited in two-cover system (Technical and Financial) on item rate
structures, Gowernment of Bihar, basis from experienced contractors/firms/companies/JV partners registered with J&K State Govt.,, CPWD, Railways or other
SCHEDLILE: State/Central Governments for the below mentioned work : -
1 Downloading of Bed Documents Froime 25,067 2026[10:00 Hrs, ] 1o 06-07-2026 15:00 Hrs.) Cost of Earnest Ti £ Tend
| : . d Mone Estimated me o ender Position of
[wwow.eproc. bihar.gov.in] S Name of work Tender y Completion Opening
1 ] = = _, _ No Document Deposit cost (Rs.) . . Funds
2 | Pre-Bid Meeting to be held at Conference Roam, A0-06-2026 at 15:00 Hrs, [Conference Room, BRPNNL, (inRs.) (in Rs) (in months) | Authority
BAPHNL Patnal Supply, Installation, Chief
3 | Last Datef Time for Sutsmission | Uploading of 06-07-2026upto 15:00 Hrs. {www.eprocZ.bihar,gov.in) Testing and Eneineer Available
P Commissioning of & ’ with
offer f Bid 1 Rs 20,000 | 10021564 | 50,10,78,245 | 18 Months R&B . .
P TR T = T HVAC System at New Central intending
4 | Last Date of Submission of Bank Drat, Bid Security 07-07-2026upto 15:00 Hrs High Court Rakh-i-Gund : department
: o P . Kashmir
and Hard Copies of document in original Aksha Bemina

- :

Opening of Bid

07-07-202 Bupto 1530 Hrs. fwww.eproc. bihar.gov.in)

]

Validity of Bid

120 days

The Eligibility Criteria, detailed Scope of work etc. can be download from website:-
www.brpnnl.bihar.gowin B www.eprocZ.bihar.govin

Senior Quality Control Engineer

I . l i 5. ["S.No [ Particulars | Dated

uu d tl‘f C'D ntro D vision 1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 17-06-2026
2 Period of Downloading of bidder From 17-06-2026 (19:00 hrs)
PR- 005571 [B & C) 2026-27 B.R * P.N. N * Ltd r Pat na documents To 08-07-2026 (18:00 hrs)
- P < : < 3 Bid Submission Start Date From 17-06-2026 (19:00 hrs)
s F-:uh.lrthe rE'I.'.=.|1|‘i please visit : www.sl?te.hlr,gm.lnrdhlhar - 7 Bid Submission End Date To 08073006 (18:00 hrs)

:!'ET q:l' qﬂ:[ Eﬁ[ g 'I:fEE ﬁ w q_ﬁf W G-’EFE qﬁaﬂ q‘{ 'q:l'ﬁlr 5 Date and time of opening of Technical bid (online) | 09-07-2026 at/after 12:00 hrs in the office of Chief Engineer, R&B Central Kashmir
r . - 6. Date and time of opening of Financial bid (online) | To be notified after technical bid evaluation is completed.

W@y OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD (R&B) =,
ﬁ; MECHANICAL DIVISION CENTRAL KASHMIR @

Position of AAA: Administrative Approval accorded by Department of Law, Justice & Parliamentary Affairs vide no. 3456-JK (LD)
of 2021. Dated: - 04.05.2021 for an amount of Rs 908.20 crores

Position of TS: Accorded by Chief Engineer, Mechanical & Hospitals Engineering Department, Kashmir vide order
no. MHED/K/TS/109. Dt:-15.09.2025Pre-bid meeting shall be held in the office of Chief Engineer, R&B CENTRAL KASHMIR *
on 27-06-2026 (12:00) hrs.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

DIPK-2317/26 — DATE 18 JUNE 2026 R&B Mechanical Division Central Kashmir

WHEREAS

Whereas the undersigned being the authorized officer-of The Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corporation iz a Banking Company having it's office at 25 Barakhamba
Road Mew Deihi and branch office at K-14-18, Sector 1B NOIDA U. P under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest
Bot, 2002 {54 of 2002), and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13 {12} read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcament) Rules, 2002 issued Demand
Motices dated 30.071.2026 under Saction 13(2) of the said &ct calling upon the baorrowers Ms. Priva Darshini Arora 1o repay the amount mentionad in the said notices
being Rs 77,42,174.92/- (Rupees Seventy Seven Lakh Forty Two Thousand One Hundred Seventy Four and Ninety -Two Paise Only) within 60 days from the date

POSSESSION NOTICE

{Eor immovable property)
(Under Bule 8 [1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Bules, 2002)

of recaipt of the said notices,

The borrower mentionad herein above having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the barrowears mentioned hereinabove and ta the public in genaral
that undersignéd has taken possassion of the property déscribed harein below.

The borrowers mentioned hereinabove in particular and the public in genaral are hareby cautioned not to deal with the said property and any dealings with the proparty
will be subject to the Charge of Tha Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corporation Limited for an amount of Rs. 80,13,425.58 (Rupees Eighty Lakh Thirteen Thousand
Four Hundred Twenty Five and Fifty Eight Paise Only) dus as on 13th June 2026 and interest thereon,

The Borrower's atténtion is invited to prowvisions of sub section (B) of Section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to radeam the securad assets.

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

“Apartment No. 2715, 27th Floor, Tower Block-Eternia, Mahagun Mezzaria, Plot No. GH-01/A, Sector-78, Noida, District Gautam Budh Magar, Uttar Pradesh

-201301 (Admeasuring 4150 sq. ft.)"

Dated: 15th June 2026
Place: Noida

Authorized Officer
(The Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corporation Limited)

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

New Delhi
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*CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1 New parts silvery and
gleaming (5)

41 gotset out continually in his
conversation (7)

8 It could be spare for diners (3)
9 A willing disposition? (9)

10 Laundry worker - one who
ruins the clothes? (7)

11 One result of a marriage
publication (5)

13 Jars of wine on board (6)

15 Stable and attics for
renovation (6)

18 It’'s moved by chairmen (5)
19 Describe wine and fish (7)
21 Peer drops out though he
did well (9)

23 Girl who could have alead
in opera (3)

24 Notice showing slowdown
could be atanend (7)

25 Opponent put out from the
Yemen (5)

DOWN

1Ten-foot midgets! (7)

2 Bandleader pursued by the
sheriff (5,4)

3 Gross figure? (5)

4 Possibly run and see to make
certain (6)

5 Even tryingto lose weight I'd
eat no other way (2,1,4)

6 One note produces

anger (3)

7 Justright fora

champion (5)

12 Gotobed inarough sea
gloomy (9)

14 The boss orders

pink gin (7)

16 A schoolboy

howler?(7)

17 Short of spares (6)

18 A pie’s turning brown (5)

20 Saddle and take horse about
midnight (5)

22 This hat is out of date (3)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 6018 ACROSS: 10range peel, 8 Exile, 9 Two-time,
10 Chimein, 11Ingot, 12 Legacy, 14 Enable, 17 Elsie, 19 Airmail, 21 Chained, 22

Osier, 23 Derogatory DOWN: 2 Railing, 3 Niece, 4 Extant, 5 Erosion, 6 Lying, 7
Best seller, 8 Excellence, 13 Cleaner, 15 Brazier, 16 Lap dog, 18 Staid, 20 Roost

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the
answer for the given quip.

___may be the closest thing to Heaven or Hell any of us will know
on this earth. - Edwin Louis Cole (8)

HRZAE ADNWIR
L & ® @
INYAR EEERGM
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[IM SN Jo Aue [|aH 10 uaneaH 01 Buiyy 188s0]d ay3 aq Aew aberuey :yIMSNY
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[ NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
Tender Mo.: AGCTROTZ02616 Date: 17.06.2026
E-TENDER NOTICE

ar. DEE/TRD/Agra for & on behall of President of India Invilés "Open Tender”
thrasugh an Nl oy { e ?EI'l-:‘.IHr'n'l-:_ﬂ larthe followmg wosk;

Name of Work: Dismaniling of Rail Crana Mo. WMC-101 from existing BFR Mo. BRM
SER0TIE60500 and remaounting to fresh BFR including répairing the rall crane (Rall
Crane Make PLS, Manufacturing Year-2008, Located ai BAAD Railway Station)

Approximabe Cost: ¥ 270,548 40

Earnest Money: T 41 600

Period of Completion: 06 Months

(1} For full detalls & submission of the b please see the Indian Railway website
wenwL lreps.gowv.in.
"wwwiraps.govin® up o 1500 Hrs, ondale 13.07.2026,

f North central railways | B @ceroncr | 22

{2) Tender can only be submifted throwgh web poral
1391/26(A)

wiwwnerindianraliways. gov.in

' UJVN LIMITED
_fj H.O.: “UJIWAL", Maharani Bagh, G.M.5. Road, Dehradun-248006

Telephones: 0135-2763808, Fax: 0135-27635048

CIN No. U40901UR2001 SGC025866 Website: www, u|vnl.com

Ledtar Mo 516 Daade; 1802026

Tender Notice
Offica of the Execuliva Engineer, Maintenanca Chilla (Pauri- Garbwal),
invites sealed tenders from experienced firms for following work sfsupply for
Chilla Power House:-

T-08/EEM/2026-27:- Hiring of 01 Mo. utility vehicle along with one drivar at
chilla power house.

Estimated Cost- Rz 5.21,675.00(Taxes Extra)

Date of availability of Tender document onwebsite - 15-06-2026(17.00Hrs)
Date of Receiptof the tender - 06-07-2026 up to 11:00 Hrs

Forall details, bidders are advised 1o visit our website www.ujvnl.com

Executive Engineer (M), Chilla Power House
“ANVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY™

Calendar

e OVERTHE HEDGE

BUTIT'S
JUST MAKING
LUMPS OF
COALS

IT'S MORE
EFFICIENT...

—

BY MICHAEL FRY & T LEWIS
...\NSTEAD OF TRYING E
L E%%Eﬁgmm s o OKAY
AL JUST ASSUMES P YOU AND ABOUT
EVERYONE IS 840. ¢ FOUR OTHER KIDS ARE
L THE EXCEPTIONS...
BUT NOT i EVERYBODY ELSE
EVERYONE IS SCREMED.
IS NALGHTY ! F \
\
(r ) ) g

e CALVIN & HOBBES
NOT UNTIL You
CANIBE | FINVSH YOUR
EXCUSED? |  SALMON.
N

—_— -

S TS Wl ersor Dihal it m® By S Meiles Spsdoiten
vy
: -

BY BILL WATTERSON

CAN T EAT T UPSTAIRS
WHILE T DO MYy

HOMEWORK.? )

WELL, T SUPROSE.

BY TOM ARMSTRONG

OKAY, CLASS.
TIME TO OPEN
UP YOUR
MATH
BOOKS

WA 1 ) PR T | 2 TR

leirlk Rawrcs Bynfeils be Wortd sipils ronamail

WAKE ME LIP SO | DON'T
MISS NAP TIME, JORDAN

DIFFICULTY LEVEL 3s (qp] |
INSTRUCTIONS | 18(9 L 5/8|6|4(3|2|9|7|1
To sollve aSUdg'kl'l g 6 2 0 1313 E 9 714/58
= puzzle, every 1g1t'from =) | .
L6y  lto9mustappearin 4 95 v T14!1918!15/116|3|2
o each of thg nine vertical O
(do) cc.)lunﬁns.,lnetaclzhofthe E _ 2 4 | 3 | 0 9 _ 1 2 f 4 _ Eﬁ 5 _ E 3
e [Weci e crc e 1 |9 2| |[3]6]7|2]8/5|1/9]4
=i 217] |5 8 =|||4.5/8[3]1/9[2/6 7
A | DIFFICULTYLEVEL L = 8/9/115/2/3|7/4|6
1s = Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Me§ium3;]4s=Harc317; 9 | | 4 | | 2 i 3 2 . 7 | 419 ! E | 8 3 | 1._ 5
SsiVeryHard; 718 (@) 6(3|51117/418|2!|9
6s = Genius (7p)
o NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

Tendar Motice No,; ELG-D5-J06-2025-27 Date: 15,06 2026

E-TENDER NOTICE
Sr. Divisional Electrical Enginear {Genaral) N.C. Railway, Agra on befalf of Presidant of
Indiainwites "Cpan Tender” throwgh on line only [E-Tendering ) farthe following works,

Name of work with its location & Completion Period: Eleclrificalon work in
canfecion wilh Augmentaticon af sub-staticn af DRalpuer Staton ol Agra ivison
Completion Pericd: 08 months Approx. Cost of the work: T 2781484 20
For full details and submission of bid please sese the Indian Railways websits

www.lreps.gov.in. Tenders can only be submitted through web portal
www.ireps.gov.in upto 15:00 hrs on 13.07.2026. 1384726 (A

f Morth central rallways | Bl @ceroncr | &5 www.nerindianraliways.gov.in

@) NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

| Tender Notice No: ELG-29R-J06-2026-27 Date: 16.06.2026

TENDER NOTICE
Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer {Genaral) N.C. Raibway, Agra on behalf of
Prazident of India invitas "Open Tender” through an line anly (E-Tendaring) for
| the following works,

{Tender No.: ELG-29R-J06-2026-27

iHame of work with its location & Completion Period: Electrification work in
| connection with Provision of bore welland HS tank of SOKL for PFs water taps &
Epr'peline. at VRED, BTSR, In Mathura-Patwal section BSA and PREK skations
!ﬂathura-.ﬂmhuwa section Completion pericd 08 months

Approx. Cost of the work: Fs 2F86726.02

| For full details and submission of bid please sea the Indian Railways website
[ www ireps.gov.in, Tenders can only be submiited through web portal
| Jdreps.gov.i 10 15:00 hrs on 06.07. 2026.

| WOV ITENRS ROV N LI rsan 1374/26 (ADM

@ CPRONCR

[§] Morth central railways 45 www.nerindianrailways.govin 5

Maharashtra State Agricultural

vz, Marketing Board (MSAMB)

F227" Plot No. R-7, Market Yard, Guitekadi, Pune - 411037
Phone: 020-24528100 / 24528200

Website: www.msamb.com, Email; export(@

Request for Proposal (RFP)

samb.com

MSAMB, with support from the MAGNET Project, has developed
the following facilities in Maharashtra:

1. Fruit & Vegetable Handling Facility, Baramali, District Pune

2. Fruil & Vegetable Handling Facility Center, Pachod, Taluka
Paithan, District Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar

3.Export Facility Center,Mohadi, Taluka Dindori, District Nashik
MSAMB invites separate proposals from competent agencies for the Operation,
Maintenance and Managemeant of the above-mentionad facdities. The detailed
Reques! for Proposal (RFP) documents and guidelines are available on the
e-tendering portal at hilp:/mahalenders.govin. The last date for submission
of proposals i 10th July 2026, Any comigendum, amendment, modificabon,
or extension of the submission date, if any, shall be uploaded only on
hitp.‘'mahatenders.gov.in. Applicanis are advised o visil the website regularly

for updates. Managing Director

OFFICE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, BHARATPUR
Bharatpur, Rajasthan
Expression of Interest{EDI)
SCOPE OF WORK (SOW)
finlid Wasin IJllu:' gharﬂu Cabloction,

wd| User Charge Callsotion Sarvioss, alang with athar charges snd damand servicas
witth th Imtegrated Sofmaars Plaifom

Hel. Nocbh 1 bate; 18-0b-d0d%

Documend Tvpa Scopa of Wark (50W)

Insuing Authority Bharatpur Magee Migam (BMM)

Contiac| Duralion 8 [Fiva) Yomre froem dste of Wok Orded < 5 Yaars

Extaniinn provision
Diada ol [eziea [2T/06202)

EQ Submission Deading OB 100 AM]

Project Cost 485Cr

EMD Arncurtt [2% of Project Cast = 9 20 Lakh]

Contacl Office of the Commissioner. BMM, Bharatour, Rajasihan
L'BN Mo
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(SEE SECTION 82(2) (ii) Cr.P.C/84 BNSS)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person(s) DINESH S/o Satbir R/o Village Rohna, Distt.
Sonipat, Haryana has committed (or is suspected fo have
committed) the offence in Case FIR No. 1165/2016, U/s 33/58
Delhi Excise Act, PS Aman Vihar, Distt. Rohini, Delhiand it
has been retumed to a Warrant of arrest thereupon issued that
the said accused person(s) DINESH can not be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused person(s) DINESH has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant), Proclamation
15 heraby made that the said accused person(s) DINESH of
Case FIR No. 1165/2016, U/s 33/58 Delhi Excise Act, PS
Aman Vihar, Distt. Rohini, Delhi is required to appear before
this court lo answer the said complaint on or before dated
01.08.2026 at 10:00 AM.

By Order

Ms. Shagun

Judicial Magistrate First Class

DP/8038/RD/2026  norih-west District, Court No. 109
(Court Matter) 1st Floor, Rohini Courts, Delhi

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 84 Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita-2023/82 Gr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused Rohit Saini, S/o Sh. Ajay Singh @ Ajab Singh,
R/e H.No. 101, VPO Kureni, Narela, Delhi has committed
(or is suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR
No. 183/2022, U/s 25/27 Arms Act, P.S. Special Cell,
Delhi and it has been retumed to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said Rohit Saini cannot be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the
said Rohit Saini has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Rohit Saini
accused of FIR No. 183/2022, U/s 25/27 Arms Act, P.S.
Special Cell, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint on or before 20.08.2026.
By Order - Sh. Mridul Gupta
Chief Judicial Magistrate

26, Ground Floor, Annexe Building

DP/B197/Spl.Celli2026 Patiala House Courts, New Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 84 Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, 2023

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Moejam @ Nazir S/o Babu Khan, Rie H.No, 1305, Gali
No.-08, E-Block, Shri Ram Colony, Khajuri Khas, Delhi, has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in FIR
No. 208/2016, U/S 25/54/59 A. Act, PS Khajuri Khas, North
East Distt,, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said accused Mojam @ Nazir cannot
be found, and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that
the said accused Mojam (@ Nazir has absconded (or is
concealing himselfto avoid the service of the said warrant);
Proclamation is hereby made that Mojam @ Nazir the said
accused of FIR No. 208/2016, U/S 25/54/59 A, Act, PS Khajuri
Khas, North East Distt., Delhi, is required to appear before this
Court to answer the said complaint on or before 21.07.2026.

By Order
Ms. Shruli Saraswal
Judicial Magistrate First Class-03,

DP/6227/NE/2026 Room Mo.-22, 1st Floor,
| (Court Matter) Harharﬂnumﬁa!m;‘nﬂjfg

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 84 Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023
Whereas complaint has been made before me thal accused Akbar,
Slo.: Kamruddin, Rfe. H.No. G-4/71, Near Najrw Kabadi,
Sunder Nagri, Delhi has committed (or 15 suspecied to have commilted)
the offence n a case vide FIR No. 479/2022 U/S 379/511 IPC,
registered al P.S Khajuri Khas, North East District, Delhi and il
has been returmed on a warrant of arrest there upon issued stating that the
said Akbar could not be found and whereas il has been shown lo my
salisfaction that accused Akbar is absconded (or is concaaling himsalf to
avoid the service of the said warrant)

Proctamation is hereby made that the said Akbar, accused of FIR No.
479/2022 U/s 379/511 IPC, P.5S. Khajuri Khas, North East
District, Delhi is required 1o appear before the court to answer the said
complaint on or before 24.07.2026.

By Order, Ms. Shruti Saraswat,

Judicial Magistrate First Class-03,

Morth East District, Room No. 22, First Floor,
Karkardooma Courts, Delhi.

DPIB211/NE/2026
(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

n

By Order

Ms. Neha Goel

DP/8016/NW/2026 JMFC (Mahila Court)-02, Room No.1B
g%&@m Ground Floor, Rohini Court, %lel-\'/]v

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused
person Namely Pulkit Sharma Slo Satish Sharma Rfo H. No. 54
MNear G.T. Road Delhi Gate Ghaziabad U.P. has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No.
13/2011 U/s 498A/406/34 IPC P5: Keshav Puram, Delhi, and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the
said accused Pulkit Sharma cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Pulkit
Sharma has absconded (or is concealing himsell to avoid the
service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Pulkit Sharma accused
of FIR No. 13/2011 Uls 498A/406/34 IPC P5: Keshav Puram,
Delhi, is required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complaint on or before 05.12.2026.
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*ROYALSTARS

BY GEORGIA NICOLS

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): Pet owners should be extra
vigilant today because something unexpected could
happen, and it might possibly be an accident. Meanwhile,
today your work routine will likely be interrupted. Give
yourself extra time so you have wiggle room to deal with
the unexpected. Tonight: Get organised.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): Parents should keep an eye
on their kids today because this is an accident-prone day.
Social plans might be cancelled. Alternatively, a surprise
invitation might come your way. Tonight: Socialise.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21): Your home routine might be
interrupted today. Small appliances might break downora
minor breakage could occur. Someone unexpected might
knock at your door. Stock the fridge so you're ready for
anything. Tonight: Relax at home.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Pay attention to every-
thing you say and do because this is a mildly accident-
prone day for you. If you jog or you're out walking, be alert.
Onthe upside, you might dream up genius-like ideas.
Tonight: Conversations.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): Keep an eye on your money and
your possessions today to protect yourself from loss, theft
or damage. Meanwhile, a friend or a member of a group
might surprise you. Tonight: Maintain your possessions.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Today the Moon is in your sign;
however, it is at odds with unpredictable Uranus, which
means you might be hasty to jump to conclusions. You also
might choose to do the opposite of what anyone suggests
because you feel rebellious. Tonight: You win.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Today you might feel unsettled
or restless in a strange way because the Moon is hiding in
your chart, and is challenged by Uranus. This combo will
trigger an emotional unrest within you. Don't worry, be-
cause it's afleeting influence. Tonight: Enjoy privacy.

SCORPIO(OCT24-NOV 23): Afriend oramemberofa
group might do something that catches you off guard
today. Be aware that a disruptive influence exists today,
butit's brief and thenit’s gone. Don't take things per-
sonally. Tonight: Be friendly.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): Thisis notthedayto
cross swords with authority figures. You might attempt to
do so because you want to feel liberated. Channel your re-
bellious independence elsewhere so you’ll have no regrets.
Tonight: You’re admired.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): Travel plans might
suddenly change today. Likewise, news in the media
might surprise you. School schedules also might
change or confuse you for some reason.

Tonight: Explore and learn.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21-FEB19): Double-check banking
details because something related to your financial assets
might have a glitch today. Stay on top of things so you don’t
overlook anything. Tonight: Check your finances.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): Relations with friends and
partners might hold a few surprises today because people
are unpredictable. Everyone is impatient with restraints,
duties and responsibilities. Tonight: Cooperate.
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACGUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C./84 BNSS

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused
person Namely Vijay Singh Bhandari Slo Late Sh. Dev Singh Bhandan
Rio T-650vL-7, Ground Floor, Gali No. 21, Durga Mohalla, BaljeetNagar,
MNear Durga Mohalla, New Delhi has committed {or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in Case Reg No. 1254/2024 U/s 138 NI
Act PS: Keshav Puram, Delhi, and it has been returned to a
warrant of amest thereupon issued that the said accused Vijay
Singh Bhandari cannot be found and whereas it has been shown
to my satisfaction that the said accused Vijay Singh Bhandari has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said
warrant).

Prociamation is hereby made that the said Vijay Singh Bhandari

accused of Case Reg No. 1254/2024 U/s 138 NI Act P5: Keshav

Puram, Delhi, isrequired to appear before this Court to answer the
said complaint on or before 19.09.2026.

By Order

Sh. Sanyam Jain

JMFC-04, Room No. 112, 1st Floor

Rohini Court, Delhi

DP/8012/NW/2026
(Court Matter)
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FIR No-154/2013
PfS Ganderbal U/S 278, 337, 338 RPC

Vis
Constable Sunil Kumar (Belt No. 148467574)
Slo Shri Mainder Prasad R/o Nohreem Nagar, Jamyuer Bihar
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Constable Suni Kumar Sio Shri Mohinder Prasad Rio Nohreen Nagar:
Jamyuer Bihar
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Sport

=us  Cricketfinds new purpose inside Mexican prisons

Portugal 1-1DR Congo
Houston Stadium

Uzbekistan 1-3 Colombia
Mexico City Stadium
GROUPL

England 4-2 Croatia
Dallas Stadium

Ghana1-0Panama
Toronto Stadium

GROUPA

Czechia1-1South Africa
Atlanta Stadium

e MATCHSCHEDULE
GROUP A

Mexico vs South Korea
Zapopan, 6.30am

(Friday)

GROUPD
USA vs Australia
Seattle,12.30am

(Saturday)
Turkey vs Paraguay
San Francisco, 8.30 am

(Saturday)
GROUPC
Scotland vs Morocco
Boston, 3.30am

(Saturday)
Brazil vs Haiti
Santa Clara, 6.00am

(Saturday)

ZEES5 OTT & UNITE8 CHANNELS

Czechiaand
South Africa
exchange blows

SOUTH AFRICA came from
behind tosecureal-1draw
against Czechiainthe
Group Atie of the 2026 FIFA
World Cup. Michal Sadilek's
strike gave the Czechs an
earlylead in Atlanta, before
Teboho Mokoena converted
from the penalty spottore-
store parity inthe game and
earn histeam ahard-earned
point. ENS

Teboho Mokoena scored the
equaliser for South Africa. ap

Last-gasp strike
seals 1-0 victory
for Ghana

CALEBYIRENKYIscored a
stoppage-time winner to
earn Ghanaa1-O win over
Panamain achilly and
lively World Cup game on
Wednesday, Toronto, in
which the African side
were forced to play the sec-
ond half without starting
goalkeeper Lawrence Ati
Zigi. Afteralightning-
quick counter-attack,
Brandon Thomas-Asante
charged forward before
playing a precise passinto
the area for Yirenkyi, who
tapped home in the fifth
minute of extra time for his
first competitive interna-
tional goal. REUTERS

The National Commission for
Physical Culture and Sport’s initiative
sees game being played in 4 prisons
toinstil discipline among inmates

EXPRESS AT
WORLD
CUP

SandipG
New Jersey, June 18

A SPORT that left with the last
batch of British settlers after the
First World War, cricket has
found anew addressin Mexico.
Itisinits prisons.

Under an initiative by Mex-
ico's National Commission for
Physical Culture and Sport, the
game is now being played in
four low-to-medium security
prisons. The commission's rea-
soning was straightforward:
cricket, they believed, would
instil discipline in the inmates.

They had only heard of the

FADING HERO

sport two years earlier. Mexico
City hosted the ICC Americas
Women's T20 regional quali-
fiers in 2021, and the sports
ministry was invited to watch.
A few months later, Craig
White, secretary of the Mexican
Cricket Association, found
himself in a presentation with
Eduardo Acevedo, chief of the
National Commission.
Acevedo proposed cricket as
part of the prisons' physical ac-
tivity programme on the spot.
Within a week, MCA volun-
teers were inside the prison
compounds — explaining
rules, teaching technique, tell-
ing inmates to respect the um-
pire "like their warden." Basket-
ball courts became makeshift
pitches. Barren land was
turned into small grounds. In-
mates began looking forward to
breaks when they could play.
"It was a great experience for

A basketball court being used as a makeshift pitch. spEciAL ARRANGEMENT

all of us," White told The Indian
Express. "Not only spreading
the game but hearing that it
was making a difference in
their lives. Just talking to them,
understanding their lives and
realities — it was a big experi-
ence.”

One detail caught the com-
mission's attention early. In
cricket, the umpire's decision is
final and is never questioned.
"They liked that discipline el-
ement," says White. In a

country where football referees
once went on strike over player
behaviour, the appeal of a sport
built on unquestioned author-
itymadea certainkind of sense.
"Cricket is teaching prisoners
how to relate to each other, be
respectful and disciplined, as
well as allowing them to exer-
cise," says Acevedo. "It'snotlike
other sports which provoke ri-
valry and violence.”

In one prison, inmates have
started making their own bats.

"To get prison inmates manu-
facturing batsin carpentry les-
sons is another goal of ours,"
says Acevedo. "It teaches valu-
able skills." Women prisoners
are playing too — when re-
leased, they can take the game
to their communities, teaching
it, earning from it.

Acevedo hopes to extend
the programme into high-se-
curity prisons, where cartel
bosses and their lieutenants
are held.

A sport long forgotten

The improbability of all this
makes more sense once you
know the history. Cricket ar-
rived in Mexico with British
settlers in the 19th century, not
asaworkingman'sgamebutas
a marker of class and empire.
Like football, it was introduced
by Cornish miners from Scot-
land. But where football be-
came the sport of the masses,
cricket remained the preserve
of the elite.

There are records of it being
played as early as 1827 —before
football, before baseball, before
boxing had taken root. In the
archives of the Biblioteca Vas-
concelos, there is a black and

Ball doesn’tlove Ronaldo anymore

He came to America chasing the one
trophy that has eluded him butlooked
like aman the game had left behind

Sandip G
New Jersey, June 18

THE WORST feeling for Cris-
tiano Ronaldo was not that he
didn’t score against a team
that last played the World Cup
before he was born; or that his
two attempts were weak and
wayward; or that he looked a
burden for the team; or that he
disrupted the system or barely
contributed to the defensive
rigours.

It was just that the ball had
fallen out of love with him.
Like a jilted lover, it shirked
away from him, turned away
his glances, turned back unre-
ciprocated. Certainly, Ronaldo
can still win his love back —
the tournamentislongand ar-
duous, it could have been just
aone-evening falling out.

Portugal drew 1-1 with DR
Congo in Houston on Wednes-
day, a result that felt as flat as
Ronaldo’s performance.

But at 41, in a squad bur-
sting with attacking gifts,
every bad outing evokes scru-
tiny. With every bad day, he
seems to be moving closer to
the horizon.

Despite the age, the wan-
ing explosiveness, Ronaldo
still has the bearings to sweet-
spot the ball, fetch it where he
wants. Against Congo, he
simply couldn’t.

Missed chances

In the 68th minute Fran-
cisco Conceicao stabbed a cut-
back to Ronaldo, a little be-
hind him. It was maybe a yard
away from hisliking, butin his
prime he would contort his
body suitably and find the best

| position. Even if not, he al-

ways found a chunk of his glit-
teringboot. Here, he flayed the
shot wide off the near post. He
sneered and gritted his teeth,
wondering how the touch had
forsaken him.

The worst part was not that
his attempt was horrible, but
that he had stolen it off Bruno
Fernandes’ toes. The Man-
chester United midfielder was
beside him, with more space
and a better angle. But Ron-
aldo’s instinct is not to facili-
tate goals but to score them.

When the touch leaves, the
instincts betray. It was not the
first time he had infringed on
Fernandes’ space. The coach-
ing staff has to find a solution
for the continued disruption.

Six minutes later came
more concerted proof of his
diminishingtouch. Conceicdo
produced another, better cut-
back, but Ronaldo shanked it
away. The shot was hurried
and without power, bothered
perhaps by Axel Tuanzebe’s
challenge.

But those were moments
that barely troubled him once.
He could find the target
through a maze of legs, un-
fazed by shirt-pullers and
pickpockets, outmuscling and
outwitting them. Here, he was
vexed, riddled with doubt.

Cruel paradox

There is a cruel paradox. A
man whose career was built on
smouldering self-belief has
begun to doubt himself. Per-
haps that is at the heart of his
malaise — the absolute faith in
himself blinding him to the
reality of his tottering prow-
ess. Ronaldo is no longer who
he thinks he is.

Cristiano Ronaldo has now failed to score for Portugal at major tournaments in 10 consecutive games. A

He is still supernaturally
fit, with the vaulting ambition
towin the only crown his head
has not worn, that of a world
champion. But he is making a
parody of the great player he
once was. He is the aged lead-
ing vocalist of a heavy metal
band living in the guttural
grandeur of his past, unaware
that his voice box has only
been creaking

When he cannot score, he
becomes aliability —heisnot
involved in creative or defens-
ive duties, his real estate of in-
fluence Ilimited. Some
numbers capture his horrid
game. He made only 20 passes
in 90 minutes, the thirteenth
best in the game.

His defensive contribution
was one. His progressive ac-
tions merely two. He occa-
sionally dropped deep to fa-
cilitate link-up play but could
not match his colleagues’
pace. His immobility is slow-

ing the whole team down, a
blend of supreme attackers
and midfield conductors.

Otherwise he lurked ahead
of Congo’s high line, then re-
treated to gather the ball in-
side, waiting for crosses
played behind the line. Try as
his colleagues did, none could
establish a working relation-
ship with him. He was like a
vintage Morris Minor caught
amongst Ferraris.

The Messi comparison

Parallels with Lionel Messi
will inevitably spring. Messi is
slower than Ronaldo, but he
creates more — his spatial
awareness is superior, his
passes defence-piercing, his
movement still pulling de-
fenders out of shape even when
his legs have nothing left.

Messi has runners around
him who compensate for what
age has taken. Ronaldo has su-
perior technicians around him

who cannot compensate for
what he no longer provides.
That is Portugal’s great di-
lemma. Certainly Ronaldo
was not the only Portuguese
footballer who endured a hor-
rid day, but he was central to
their afflictions.

For Portugal to mount a
serious title challenge, the
Ronaldo riddle has to be
solved. Hard decisions have to
be made — whether to use
him as a substitute, or replace
him earlier than Roberto Mar-
tinez did on Wednesday.

The manager defended
him, as he has throughout his
tenure. “We don’t treat Cris-
tiano for his age, we treat him
according to his symptoms
and how he feels,” he said. The
diagnosis, though, reads dif-
ferently.

The ball has fallen out of
love with him. Portugal should
find a solution before football
does the same.

white photograph of Emperor
Maximilian, the Austrian arch-
duke who ruled Mexico for
three years, playing a Sunday
game. Two years later, he was
captured and shot by the repub-
lican forces of President Benito
Judarez. The photograph re-
mains. The empire did not.

Cricket'sgolden eracamein
the late 19th century, when
Mexico's trade ties with Britain
deepened. Luis Amor, edu-
cated in British schools, estab-
lished the Mexico Cricket Club
in 1896. But then came the rev-
olution. Stirred by Pancho Villa
— hero to some, villain to
others, larger than life to all —
it set off an exodus of British
residents. "This and the first
World War practically saw the
end of cricket," says White, who
is writing a book on the sport's
history in Mexico. "Most of
them returned home, never to
come back."

Some of them returned after
the Second World War. But by
then, football had become the
opium of the masses. It never
gave it back.

Outside the prison walls,
cricket survives in Naucalpan,
in the northwest of Mexico City,

played on a ground squeezed
between two football pitches.
The MCA has one turf wicket
and two nets. Everythinghasto
beimported —bats, pads, balls.
"There are no sports shops that
sell cricket gear here. It's ex-
pensive, and oursisavolunteer-
run organisation," White says.

The players are mostly South
Asians and British expats. White
himself is one: a Yorkshireman
who fell in love with the game
watching the 2005 Ashes, came
to Mexico for the British em-
bassy, stayed for an NGO, and
never quite left. One local Mex-
ican junior has caught his eye.
White does not say much about
him, but the way he mentions it
suggests he hasbeen waiting for
exactly this.

Cricket came to Mexico
with the British, left with them,
and survived only in archives
and memory for the better part
of a century. That it has come
back at all is strange enough.
That it has comebackin prison
yards, with inmates learning to
bat and build bats in the same
lesson, isthe kind of detail that
the sport's long, wandering
history somehow makes feel
inevitable.

Kane proves why he
is England’s MVP

Shashank Nair
New Delhi, June 18

HARRY KANE’S career has
been defined by its late-stage
urgency. At Bayern Munich, he
hasbeen arevelation: dropping
deep into the midfield, being
an elite ball distributor, while
maintaining an intelligent
press. And it has not come at
the cost of goals, nearly one a
game. He was already Eng-
land’s greatest striker before the
move but has become a com-
plete version of himself.

That finished product
turned up against Croatia on
Thursday. The striker, in Eng-
land’s first 2026 World Cup
game, and perhaps in his last
tournament as the force that he
is, displayed a masterful per-
formance against a seasoned,
veteran opponent.

Ten minutes in, Noni Ma-
dueke was carelessly brought
down by Luka Modric in the
Croatia box. Kane, whose last
major act for England at a
World Cup was to miss a pen-
alty against France, went
through that nightmare again
when Dominik Livakovic dived
to his right and denied a goal.
But after English protests, VAR
declared that the keeper had
moved out of his line early and
the penalty would need to be
retaken. Kane went again, and
this time sent Livakovic the
wrong way to open England’s
account.

Croatia came right back
with a goal from Martin Ba-
turina. Kane’s response: deploy
John Stones ahead of him dur-
ing a corner as a blocker and
guide a header intogoal.Ina
halfwhere England were strug-
gling to create control, Kane’s
unerring efficiency brought
backthelead against a wise op-
ponent.

But that control England
lacked reared its head again.
Virtually the last move of the

| half, Mario Pasali¢ dropped a

Harry Kane scored twice in
England’s win over Croatia. ap

lob to PeriSi¢ deep in Jordan
Pickford’s territory. The winget,
who hastormented the English
across the last decade, at Euro
2020, in Qatar, dragged four of
them with him, sold the
dummy with a headed ball
back into the path of Petar
Musa, who took the opportun-
ity with both hands.

England ended the half
with their lead lost twice but
crucially with an unexplainable
brittleness. It was banished mo-
ments later.

In the second half, an ex-
pansive, faster England came
out of the gates. Bellingham
quickly restored thelead asthe
half began, taking a Reece
James pass on the right wing
and going all the way through
to the finish. The midfield trio
of Premier League winner De-
clan Rice, Elliot Anderson and
Champions League winner Bel-
lingham followed Kane into a
methodical midfield press.
They finally had the control
they wanted. A fourth goal
came from Marcus Rashford
towardsthe end, whohad come
on as a substitute.

Kane even had time for a
near-goal line block towards
the end of the 4-2 victory. An
imperious performance de-
livered by England’s one true
all-weather world class player.
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Murari Tripathi

gerian parents, is providing the

of the tournament.

2024 Asian Cup and Suzuki

story underneath is not.

Tamil and Anglo-Indian heri-

World Cup of many homelands blurs the borders created by politics

New Delhi, June 18

THE LOUDEST cheers, from
the packed stadiums of North
America, are going to foot-
ballers whose families once
faced walls and suspicion.

Kylian Mbappé carries
Cameroonian-Algerian heri-
tage, and has just scored twice
against Senegal. Jamal Mu-
siala, with a Nigerian-British
father and German mothetr, is
among the most gifted players
at the tournament.

Breel Embolo left Came-
roon to become a Swiss striker.
Lamine Yamal, 17, of Moroccan
and Equatoguinean descent, is
already the most exciting
player Spain has produced ina
generation. Bukayo Saka, of Ni-
gerian roots, is as beloved in
England asheistargeted when
things go wrong. Folarin Bal-
ogun, born in New York to Ni-

United States with goals and ur-
gency.

And then there is Yasin
Ayari. Born in Sweden to a
Tunisian father and a Moroc-
can mother, he scored the
opening goal against Tunisia
in the seventh minute of his
World Cup debut. He did not
celebrate. He raised both
hands in apology and went
down in sajdah on the Monter-
rey grass. His father, Azzouz,
when asked this year whether
he wished his son had played
for Tunisia instead, said: “I
wanted him to play for
Sweden. He must feel like he’s
givingbackto the country that
took care of him.” The son
scored against the father’s
homeland and apologised.
The father had already given
him permission.

None of these players are ex-
ceptions. They are the texture

The politics outside the sta-
dium is contrary to the words
inside it. US visa denials have
kept Senegalese fans away. Ira-
nian supporters watched their
team cross the Mexican border
each matchday and return the
same night.

Cape Verde’s goalkeeper
after heroics against Spain, be-
cause his mother couldn’t af-
ford the visa bond to enter the
country hosting the World Cup.
The tournament is global. Get-
ting here isnot.

Thisisthe contradiction the
2026 World Cup keeps staging.
Eric Hobsbawm once wrote
that nations feel most real
when millions project them-
selves onto 11 players with
names and faces. What
happens, then, when those
faces carry the histories of
everywhere?

Japan’s answer is Zion Su-

Both Kylian Mbappe (L) and Lamine Yamal have multiethnic roots. ap

zuki. Bornin Newark, New Jer-
sey, to a Ghanaian-American
father and a Japanese mother,
he could have represented
Ghana, the United States, or

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Japan. Having grown up in Sai-
tama, he chose Japan. In Japa-
nese, the word haafu marks
people of mixed heritage.
When Japan lost to Iraq at the

made an error, the abuse on so-
cial media was not about the
error. It was about his face.

Romelu Lukaku high-
lighted the double standard in
a 2018 essay for the Players’
Tribune. When he played well,
he was the Belgian striker.
When things went wrong, he
became the striker of Congolese
descent. Suzuki discovered the
same equation in a different
language, in a different context,
with the samelogic. Score, and
you are ours. Concede, and
your ancestry becomes the ex-
planation.

Alexander Isak put it
simply: Both countries can be
home. That is modern foot-
ball’s answer to a question
politics keeps trying to force
intoone. A player can belongto
Sweden and Eritrea, France
and Algeria, Germany and Eng-
land. The shirt is singular. The

New Delhi

The squad lists tell a story
longer than the scorelines.
Switzerland’s defence is an-
chored by Manuel Akanji, of Ni-
gerian descent. Jeremy Doku
speaks openly about being
Ghanaian while playing for Bel-
gium. France’s Rayan Cherki
has spoken about exploring his
Algerian roots — not as a com-
plication but as a resource. In
the US squad, 12 of the 26
players are black, three are
Latino. Chris Richards wears
Martin Luther King Jr tattoos.
The old image of what a na-
tional team looks like has al-
ready changed.

And it goes further than the
famous names. Sarpreet Singh
represents New Zealand; his
roots are in Punjab. Qatar
fields Tahsin Mohammed
Jamshid, whose family is from
Kerala. Australia’s Nishan Ve-
lupillay carries Sri Lankan

tage. DR Congo’s Samuel Mou-
toussamy traces Indo-Guade-
loupean ancestry.

The phenomenon is not
confined to European football
or its diaspora. It is the texture
of 48 nations meeting in North
America.

The welcome, though, is
conditional on the scoreline.
The stadiums are genuinely
moved, genuinely proud. That
pride tends to have a shorter
memory than the prejudice it
briefly displaces.

Butthere’sthat uneasy truth
you can feel building. After the
final, many of these players
head back to countries still
fighting over who belongs and
who doesn’t. The tournament
proves that multiculturalism
can win hearts and standing
ovations. Whether it wins a last-
ing place in society is a much
tougher test.
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Three options,
butno perfect fit
tofillthe shoes of
Shreyanka

Shankar Narayan
Mumbai, June 18

THERE WAS little for Harman-
preet Kaur to complain about
after India's commanding 95-
run win over the Netherlands.
Her side answered her pre-
match call to improve in the
powerplay with both bat and
ball, piled up 209 and then
bundled the Dutch out to make
it two wins from two at the T20
World Cup.

Yet, as she led her side back
towards the dressing room at
Headingley on Wednesday, one
moment would have lingered
longer than the result itself.

Just one delivery into her
spell in the sixth over, Shrey-
anka Patil chased the ball in
her follow-through before
twisting her right ankle. Un-
able to put any weight on the
leg, she received lengthy treat-
ment before being stretchered
offin abuggy. Having only re-
cently returned from alongin-
jury layoff, it was an unsettling
sight.

The extent of the injury re-
mains unclear, but it has al-
ready complicated India's plan-
ning ahead of Sunday's
meeting with South Africa at
Old Trafford.

Unlike the Netherlands,
South Africa possess the batting
depth to expose even minor
weaknesses in an attack. More
importantly, India'slack of genu-
ine pace meansreplacing Shrey-
ankaisnotsimplyacase of swap-
ping one bowler for another.

Against Pakistan, India had
opened with Arundhati Reddy
and Shreyankasharingthe new
ball. The move did not bringim-
mediate success, but it appeared
tobe the template Harmanpreet
wanted for the tougher games.
Shreyanka's willingness tobowl
up front allowed India tospread
their spin resources through the
innings rather than savingthem
exclusively for the middle overs.

Now that balance is under
threat.

WORLD CUP

US vs OZ: The rivalry that was
always too blg for one sport

Eight months of bad blood, diplomatic
friction, oneill-chosen basketball
metaphor turned afootball match into
something far more personal

Mihir Vasavda
Mumbai, June18

IFYOU wanttounderstand the
modern soul of American and
Australian sports, do notlookto
the football pitch. Look to a
swimming pool in Sydney, 26
years ago.

It was the 2000 Olympics,
and the American men's
4x100m freestyle relay team
had spent weeks bragging that
they would smash the Austra-
lians "like guitars". Instead, an
electric, home-crowd-fuelled
Aussie quartet touched the wall
first, broke the world record,
and stood on the blocks mock-
strumming furious air guitars
right back at their shell-
shocked rivals.

For decades, this has been
the operational reality of the
USA-Australia sporting rela-
tionship. An elite, hyper-ath-
letic feud masked as a sibling ri-
valry. They have traded body
blows on Olympic athletics
tracks, fought on basketball
courts, and stared each other
down from opposite ends of
tennis nets. Two nations built
on the identical, uncompro-
misingbeliefthat they are, ath-
letically and culturally, the ul-
timate sporting powerhouse.

Yet for the longest time,
football was exempted from
this cultural war. It was a sec-
ondary sport in both lands.
That is now a thing of the past.

When the US and Australia
step onto the field at Seattle Sta-
dium on Friday, Group D su-
premacy willbe ontheline. The
cross-sport animosity is finally

e

Fordecades, this has
beentheoperational
reality of the USA-
Australia sporting
relationship. An
elite, hyper-athletic
feudmaskedasa
siblingrivalry.

spilling onto the football pitch,
carrying with it lingering dress-
ing-room anger, geopolitical
friction, and a heavy dose of
media disrespect.

The tension in Seattle isn't
only generated by the athletes. It
mirrors anincreasingly complex
diplomatic relationship at the
highest levels of government.
The traditional mateship be-
tween Washington and Canberra
hasfaced unprecedented public
strain thisyear. Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese has
repeatedly had to establish firm
boundaries with US President
Donald Trump over the prosecu-
tion of geopolitical conflicts.

The most striking flash-
point involved football itself.
When the Iranian women's
team sought political asylum
during the Asian Cupin Austra-
lia, Trump took to social media
to pressure the Australian gov-
ernment aggressively, declar-
ing that the US would step in if
Canberra failed to act.

Albanese bypassed the
bluster, executed a rapid pro-
tection mission, and drew a
rare public concession from
Trump: "I just spoke to Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese...
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Mauricio Pochettino was in the thick of the action when these two sides played last. ReuTers

He's on it.” If diplomacy
requires a phone call, footbal-
ling rivalries require a catalyst
on the pitch. For these two
teams, that momentarrived on
October 14, 2025, in Colorado.
What was supposed to be a
standard pre-World Cup pre-
paratory match degenerated
fast. The Socceroos, seeking to
disrupt the technical superiority
of Mauricio Pochettino's side,
deployed an unrelenting physi-
cal press. They didn't just chal-
lenge for the ball; they targeted
the ankles and psyches of
America's golden generation.
By the second half, tactical fouls
had become shoving matches.
The flashpoint came near the
touchline, where American de-
fender ChrisRichardshad tobe
physically restrained from
charging the Australian bench.
Sports Illustrated later re-
ported that Richards had openly
threatened Australian players
following what the US camp
viewed as a series of danger-

ously cynical challenges.

At halftime, a usually calm
Pochettino reportedly de-
livered a blistering, expletive-
laden speech demanding his
players stop being kicked
around the park.

"Watching that game last
year, you could see that they
were up for it, putting in chal-
lenges," US midfielder Sebas-
tian Berhalter said this week.
"That's when Mauricio had the
halftime rant, and he said,
'These guys can't kick us
around.' And I think he was
right.”What Pochettino told his
players, Berhalter revealed, was
simpler than any tactical in-
struction: "We're American, we
don't take s**t.”

If Colorado lit the fuse,
American television poured fuel
onit. Following the official World
Cup draw, CBS Sports pundit
Mike Grella, aformer USinterna-
tional, looked at Group D on na-
tional television and casually dis-
missed the Socceroosasa"layup”
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for the US. In basketball, alayup
isanuncontested shot. Theword
wasclipped and plastered across
sports pages from Sydney to Mel-
bourne. Grella later insisted no
disrespect was meant. Australian
manager Tony Popovic made
sure his players heard it anyway.

On Friday, two teams who
have spent months stoking this
fire will finally have to face each
other. Pochettino's USMNT ar-
rive on the back of a 4-1 dis-
mantling of Paraguay, Folarin
Balogun the torchbearer of an
attacking side playing with
genuine swagger.

Australia arrive with a dif-
ferentkind of confidence: a2-0
tactical masterclass against a
fancied Turkey side in Van-
couver, built on defensive dis-
cipline and the willingness to
make life unpleasant for the op-
position.

The Socceroos know exactly
how to get under American
skin. Colorado was only the
dress rehearsal.
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Playing World c’ships

in Tokyo wasnot a
ogood idea: Neeraj

Express News Service
New Delhi, June18

NEERAJ CHOPRA returns to
competition at the Doha Dia-
mond League on Friday carry-
ing an admission he has sat
with all winter: he should not
have competed at the Tokyo
World Championships last
year. "[don't thinkit wasa good
decision to compete in Tokyo
knowing that I was already
carryingan injury," Neeraj said
at the pre-event press confer-
ence. "In athletes' lives, if you
try to save one injury, there is
another one that can come up.
But it was the last competition
of the year, so I pushed forit.”

The back injury, sustained
during training before the
World Championships, kept
him out for nine months. It is
his longest absence from com-
petition since he announced
himselfto the world with Olym-
pic gold in Tokyo in 2021.

Doha, atleast, is familiar ter-
ritory. Itis where Neeraj crossed
the 90m mark for the first time
last year — a barrier that had
defined and eluded him for
years. "I have that memory of
the 90m throw. Thatiswhy it is
one of my favourite venues. Al-
though Julian Weber immedi-
ately threw bigger than me that
night," he said.

He is characteristically un-
satisfied with how it was done.
"I don't think the 90m throw
was technically good. It came
out fast from my arm but if I
could do better with my lower
body, I'll improve 2-3m more,"
he said.

Formidable field

The field he returnstois for-
midable. Sri Lanka's Rumesh
Pathirage, the current world
leader, heads the lineup along-
side former world champions
Anderson Peters and Keshorn
Walcott, Tokyo Olympic silver
medallist Jakub Vadlejch and
Kenyan veteran Julius Yego.
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Neeraj Choprais making his
return to competition after a
long injury layoff. jsw

Neeraj was measured about Pa-
thirage. "I'm happy for Ru-
mesh. Heisagood thrower and
it is good to see someone from
Sri Lanka throwing that well.”

The comeback also marks
his first competition under a
new coaching setup.

After the Tokyo World
Championships, Neeraj parted
ways with Jan Zelenky, the
Czechjavelinlegend and three-
time world champion who had
been working with him. He
now trains with Jay Chaudhary,
a coach who has known him
since the early days of his ca-
reer.

"Jay has seen my whole
journey. He understands my
technique better," Neeraj said.
"I wanted to focus on my tech-
nique and implement my
ideas. I have got a good team
with me.”

The AFI has provisionally
included him in the Common-
wealth Games 2026 squad, with
a qualification mark of 82.61m
to breach. At Doha, with nine
months off hisback and a point
to prove, that should be the
least of his concerns.
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